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48th Levy Scheme 

On 31 October 2008, the Horserace Betting Levy Board and the Bookmakers‘ Committee agreed the 

Forty-Eighth Levy Scheme (1 April 2009 to 31 March 2010) which is a very good result for race-

courses, and racing generally. Racing has been facing claims from the Bookmakers‘ Committee for a 

substantial reduction in the Levy since September last year. This has been avoided, albeit with some 

important accommodations for small and on-course bookmakers and an innovative approach to the 

Fixture List. 

First, we managed to avoid a determination to the Secretary of State for 

what would have been a second successive year. This outcome would 

have been damaging to the standing not only of the betting industry but 

also racing. Instead, racing has demonstrated its responsible attitude to 

continued modernisation. 

 

For the last two years the Bookmakers Committee has ploughed a single 

furrow, to obtain relief for what they saw as the effects of SIS and Turf 

TV. We have always seen the debate as much wider. That has now been 

accepted by the Levy Board, not least due to the leadership of the Levy 

Board Chairman and the constructive assistance from Sir Philip Otton. 

 

The terms of next year‘s Scheme are based on those of the current 

Scheme with some important modifications: 

 

a) To assist smaller betting shop operators, the threshold above which the 

full 10% of Gross Profits is payable will increase from £85,700 to 

£90,000. 

b) Also to assist smaller betting shop operators, the minimum guarantee 

(£2144 in the current 47th Levy Scheme) has been dropped. 

c) To assist racecourse bookmakers, whilst the Flat Fee has been in-

creased from £188 to £200, the previous charges of £4 for each atten-

dance in Silver Rings and £8 for attendance in other Rings has been 

dropped. 

 

On 4 Sundays, 2 fixtures on each day split between jump and all-weather 

will be re-introduced with prize money of £40,000 per fixture and integrity costs funded by the Levy 

Board with no dilution of currently planned funding levels, for 2009 only. 

 

Further, between 100 and 104 additional races will be introduced, with first priority being criteria 

gaps on certain Mondays and Tuesdays and with second priority being twilight races. These will also 

be funded by the Levy Board with no dilution of currently planned funding levels, for 2009 only. 

 

Contd…... 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT 

The first priority for the additional races, subject to the horse population, will be additional races on two-

fixture Mondays and Tuesdays in June, July and August. In the event that capacity still remains the bal-

ance will be used to fill twilight gaps between afternoon fixtures and floodlit evening racing on Wednes-

day through Friday from September onwards. Once again the profitability of these races will be reported 

by the betting industry – a major step forward. The ‗big three‘ will also assist in better promoting certain 

races. 
 

Modernisation Review: Our most important achievement, for the long term, is perhaps the strengthening 

of the Modernisation Review process. This process will now be controlled by the Levy Board, with a firm 

completion date of 30 April 2009, when a report will be submitted to Government, and with the continu-

ing involvement of Sir Philip Otton. 
 

The Review will include all the matters identified by the Minister, when he established the Review last 

February, together with those issues identified by Sir Philip Otton. The RCA will, with the support of the 

Board be heavily involved in the process.  
 

One of the most significant aspects of the Review, the development of the fixture list, will also involve the 

Fixture Policy Group. 
 

The RCA will keep members informed throughout each stage of the Review. 
 

The Way Forward: The 48th Scheme will hopefully mark, with the SIS/Turf TV issue behind us, the be-

ginning of closer co-operation between racing and the betting industry as we confront the challenges 

ahead. The RCA Board is fully committed, on your behalf, to playing a leading role in this process.  
 

One other very encouraging aspect was the close co-operation throughout between the RCA, BHA and the 

ROA. We were united throughout the process and were a very effective team with everyone pulling their 

weight. This augurs well for the future. 
 

In the next edition we will outline the agenda for the next phase.                     David Thorpe 

Contd…... 48th Levy Scheme 

 

RACE PLANNING 

2009 Race Times 

Racecourses should all have received the 2009 race times document.  It includes all race times for the whole 

year, is in a printer friendly format and totals 76 pages if the whole document is printed.  The times for the 

first quarter of the year (Programme Book 1) have been finalised. However, as with last year the Race Times 

Working Party (RTWP) will meet to discuss times for the remaining quarters once the relevant Programme 

Books have been completed and television schedules known. The finalised times for the second quarter of 

2009 (April – June, PB 2) will be sent out in January, for the third quarter (July – September, PB 3) in April, 

and for the final quarter (October – December, PB 4) in July. First race times from the original document will 

not be changed if at all possible. 
 

The RTWP has tried to accommodate as many racecourse requests as possible which has inevitably resulted 

in some changes to the original document. Some timings also needed to be revised due to their close prox-

imity to sunset. As ever, days affected by terrestrial television (dates coloured pink in the document, which 

include all Saturdays) will be subject to change once final television schedules have been received.  However, 

James Savage, BHA‘s Race Times Executive, will attempt to minimise disruption to first race times wherever 

possible. 
 

Racecourses were also sent the following documents: the Race Times Principles, Broadcasting Arrangements 

and Protocol to Minimise Race Clashes (see below) which were agreed by the Race Times Committee.   

                    Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

Protocol to Avoid Race Times Clashes 

Any delay to race off-times is undesirable and in many instances unavoidable (incidents on the 

track or parade ring), but when such a delay leads to the direct clash of one or more races, the ad-

verse effect on the betting turnover to either or both events, results in an overall loss of income to 

the whole industry.   

 

During normal office hours (i.e. Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm) if a delay occurs at another racecourse the 

BHA Racing Department will contact the Clerk of the Course at the racecourse where times need 

to be amended, who should inform the Stipendiary Steward/Stewards that there is a need to delay.  

This delay is to be implemented at all times unless there are extraordinary circumstances.  In addi-

tion, if a Stipendiary Steward is officiating at a meeting that has just suffered a lengthy delay to a 

race he/she should contact the BHA Racing Department (020 7152 0050) and seek instruction to 

delay later racing as necessary rather than trying to catch up with published times which often 

leads to clashes.   

 

Outside normal office working hours (i.e. at evenings/weekends/Bank Holidays) the Stipendiary 

Steward should liaise via mobile phone with the other Stipendiary Steward(s) on duty on the day 

in question and endeavour to agree a delay at one or more track(s) that minimises the likelihood of 

clashes.  Stewards Panels and Managing Executives are to implement such delays (sunset times 

and any extraordinary circumstances permitting).  Other points of note: 

 

a) Terrestrial TV fixtures are clearly vital to racing and other meetings should, in the event of de-

lays, revolve around the terrestrially-covered fixtures. 

b) It is clearly easier to delay a Jump race start than a Flat start and there is no suggestion that the 

latter should be delayed once a load is in progress. 

c) Broadcasters may also contact the Clerk of the Course to request a slight delay to racing and 

these should be accommodated where possible.  However, Stipendiary Stewards should seek to 

ensure that such requests do not create a clash of races with another meeting. 

Carla Moore 

Late Changes to Race Programmes ë a Plea to Racecourses 

When you receive the latest Programme Book (I) and you discover that you wish to change a race, 

please contact the BHA Racing Department as soon as possible.  They will then be able to commu-

nicate the change to the NTF and make appropriate alterations.  Please do not wait until the rele-

vant Racing Calendar.  Trainers try to map out races for their horses well in advance and if a race 

suddenly disappears from the Programme Book at Calendar stage it could be too late to consider 

other options or the next available opportunity is another 2 to 3 weeks away.  Please also bear in 

mind that a change to your programme means that another racecourse may need to be asked to al-

ter theirs! 

Carla Moore 

Deadline Programme Book II 

Just a reminder to all Clerks of the Course and Racecourse Managers that the deadline for Pro-

gramme Book proofs for Volume II is Tuesday 27 November.  Please bear in mind that any late 

submissions will have a knock on effect on the production of the Programme Book and could result 

in the BHA Racing Department having to requests other courses to make late changes to their pro-

grammes.  Your co-operation and punctuality will therefore be appreciated. 

Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

BDRs for BHA Fixtures 

Racecourse Managers and Clerks of the 

Course should be aware that if you 

bought a BHA fixture in June 2006 or 

June 2007, you need to add 20% to the 

original BDR.  For any queries, please 

contact Richard Wayman at the BHA 

(rwayman@britishhorseracing.com or 

0207 152 0059). 

Carla Moore 

HBLB 7th Race Scheme and 
BHA Development Fund 

Racecourse Managers and Clerks of the 

Course should all have received the de-

tails for the 2009 Flat HBLB 7th Race 

Scheme.  If not, please contact Mike War-

ing at the BHA Racing Department 

(mwaring@britishhorseracing.com or 

0207 152 0056). 

Carla Moore 

BHA Ratings in Racecards 

As previously reported in UPDATE, the BHA has been working on a project that will give race-

courses the option of including Official BHA Ratings in their racecards.  This option will be 

available to all racecourses for races closing on or after Thursday 6 November 2008 and it hopes 

that many of you will opt to take up the offer.  

  

As individual racecard designs vary widely, there may be some additional work required which 

may delay implementation for individual racecourses, but this will need to be discussed before-

hand with your own racecard provider.  The BHA has sent some background details of what will 

be included to racecourses.  If you would like to include BHA Ratings in your racecards please 

contact Stuart Middleton (0207 152 0055 or smiddleton@britishorseracing.com) at the BHA so 

that he can keep a record of the take up. 

Carla Moore 

Jump Race Development Group (JRDG) 

The Group met on 9 October at Newbury 

Racecourse prior to the Horse Welfare Com-

munications Workshop.  Present were: Ed-

ward Gillespie (chair), Toby Balding, Caro-

line Davies, Richard Russell, Louise Kemble, 

Rebecca Morgan, Tim Morris, Jon Ryan and 

Claire Simmonds. A short report is below: 
 

48 Hour Declarations: Keep to one race on 

Saturdays. Day-to-day would not work. 

NH Sales: Too early to comment. 

Nottingham University Vets Racecourse 

Visit: TM has visit outline.  BHA/TBA/RCA 

to put together tool kit for racecourses to use 

for similar visits which could be linked to The 

Princes Trust initiative.  

P2P: PPA has considered professional train-

ers request to allow runners in maiden P2P, 

but need formal approach from NTF.  

TV Rights: Nothing to report. 

Jump Racing Review: Need detailed time 

line to lead to February publication.  Next 

draft to be circulated for comment in Novem-

ber. 

Order of Merit Review: Now led by REL. 

To be reviewed when concluded at end of 

April 2009.   

Welfare: Co-ordinated research of risk factors 

underway.  TM and CD to draft section. 

PPA: New board in place and company up 

and running.  Documentation in place to di-

vide responsibilities between BHA and PPA. 

Pony Racing: RCA meeting with participat-

ing courses on 6 November.  Regulations to 

be updated.  Work to begin of securing spon-

sorship.  BHA are including Pony Racing in 

its communication strategies. 

Communications: It was reported that One 

hour of jump race chat had taken place on Ra-

dio 5 Live. 

Going Stick: Education programme under-

way and workshops scheduled. 

BHA Annual Conference: 23 February 2009. 

Date of Next Meeting: 13 January 2009 at 

151 Shaftesbury Avenue at 10.30am. 

 

Carla Moore 

mailto:rwayman@britishhorseracing.com
mailto:mwaring@britishhorseracing.com
mailto:smiddleton@britishorseracing.com
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RACE PLANNING 

RCA Race Planning Group (RPG) 

The Group met on 4 November.  Racecourses 

were represented by: Jim Allen, Ed Gretton, 

James Hutchinson, Nick Lees, Neil Mackenzie

-Ross and Michael Prosser.  Also in atten-

dance were: David Bradshaw, Lizzie Lea, 

Carla Moore, Ian Renton and John Smee.  A 

summary of discussions is outlined below.  

Minutes from the meeting will be circulated to 

racecourses as soon as possible. 
 

Optional Trophies: The Group noted that the 

BHA Racing Committee had agreed to limit 

the practise of (optional) trophies to races with 

a TPF of £25,000 or more.  However, the 

BHA would prefer that the value of cups or 

trophies should not be deducted from prize 

money in any races.  The Group was con-

cerned that this could mean that no significant 

or valuable trophies be presented at feature 

races.  

NTF Regional meeting: The NTF had invited 

Race Planning and Technical Group members 

to a meeting of its Northern region on 3 No-

vember, at which Jim Allen, Jonathan Garratt, 

James Hutchinson, Sally Iggulden, Anthea 

Morshead and Kirkland Tellwright attended. 

The meeting proved worthwhile and the NTF 

has invited Group members again to attend a 

meeting of its West-Midland area on 18 No-

vember. 

2010 Fixture List: The Group discussed the 

problems being faced by racecourses regards 

the 2010 process and wondered whether there 

needed to be an AWT fixture on every after-

noon during the compacted week. The Group 

also proposed that racecourses be incentivised 

to move off slots in this week, especially if 

moving into the missing week, which is situ-

ated in January. 

Fixture Policy: The Group reviewed the draft 

policy and provided comments on subjects 

such as Sundays, AWT Saturday evenings, 

Good Friday, Enterprise Fixtures and New 

Racecourses. 

Race Times: The Group noted the Race Times 

Principles, Broadcast Arrangements and 

Avoidance of Clashes documents, but asked 

that the list of racecourses requiring 35-minute 

intervals be reviewed and where possible rea-

sons be given for their need. 

Procedures to Assist Saving Major Races: 

The Group agreed with the BHA‘s proposals 

to give them and racecourses as much flexibil-

ity in facilitating the best possible solutions 

when faced with the abandonment of signifi-

cant race meetings (i.e. those staging multiple 

Group/ Graded races). 

Supplementary Entries: The Group dis-

cussed the concern from racecourses with pro-

viding for supplementary entries and the risk it 

entails for future prize money funding.  It was 

recommended that entries would be monitored 

and that any oddities would be flagged up to 

the RCA and BHA immediately. 

Claiming Prices: The Group was informed 

that the BHA Racing Department had asked 

(AWT) courses to slightly increase/amend 

their claiming prices due to a) trainer feedback 

and b) giving a better spread of prices. The 

Group responded that this was alright as long 

as the races remained competitive.  

Novice Flat races: The Executive was asked 

to review this race type and prepare statistics 

for the next meeting 

Next meeting: Thursday 12 February 2009 

 

Carla Moore 

2010 Fixture List Conundrum 

Following a smooth process for the 2009 list, the 2010 Framework will unfortunately include a 

compacted week in March, which, as most of you will be aware, involves fixtures from two weeks 

being compacted into one.  The blank week is located in January.  Those racecourses potentially 

affected have been contacted by the BHA.  At this stage, BHA is not asking courses to do any-

thing.  However, together with the RCA and the Levy Board executive, it will work with you in 

the coming months to address the difficult issues associated with this occurrence.   

Carla Moore 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

RACE PLANNING 

Phasing Out Optional Cups 
and Trophies 

Although the RCA‘s proposal to limit the 

practise of optional trophies to races with a 

TPF of £25,000 or more was accepted, the 

BHA is keen to extend the principle that the 

value of cups or trophies should not be de-

ducted from prize money in any races.  The 

RCA has been asked to review the continua-

tion of this practice in twelve months time 

and has also been asked whether it could in-

crease the cut off value for 2009. 

Carla Moore 

Entry Fees at BHA Fixtures 

Racecourses will be pleased to hear that it has 

been agreed that racecourses may continue to 

charge entry fees for races at BHA fixtures.  

From 2009 onwards, individual racecourses 

will be responsible for monitoring their own 

compliance with prize money throughout the 

year. Any underspend will be automatically 

deducted by Weatherbys following a race-

course‘s final BHA meeting of the year and 

added to the Development Fund. 

Carla Moore 

Membership of BHA Sub-Committees 

Flat Race Sub-Committee: Adrian Grazebrook will take over from Philip Freedman as the Chair-

man.  Adrian also chairs the Jump Race Sub-Committee.  William Haggas has been invited as a mem-

ber.  He will replace Nick Cheyne whose term of office expires in December.  The Sub-Committee 

next meets on 21 November. 

Jump Race Sub-Committee: Paul Nichols has been invited to join as an additional member.  The 

Committee‘s next meeting is on 14 November.          Carla Moore 

Saving Major Races  

The BHA Racing Committee discussed this at its meeting on 23 October and recommended that: 
 

1)  Following an abandonment, enabling the BHA, with the support of the racecourse, to cancel 

existing races on another card to facilitate the transfer of a race or races. 
 

2)  In the event of a delay to racing which would mean that not all of the programmed races will 

be able to take place, extending the current procedures so that, unless otherwise directed, hav-

ing given preference to any races to be shown on terrestrial television, the remaining races are 

prioritised by order of Class, and where there are two or more races of the same Class, they 

would be ranked according to their value.  This in conjunction with the racecourse executive.

              Carla Moore 

A campaign called, ‗Value for Valour‘ (V4V) was launched at Ascot Racecourse on Thursday 13 Novem-

ber.  The concept is for all sport stadia to show their appreciation for the brave service men and women who 

actively serve their country.  The vision is to have every major stadium from Aberdeen to Penzance in the 

programme, offering discounts to servicemen and women, including the Territorial Army, whereby demon-

strating, tangibly, their public support for our soldiers, sailors and those in the Air Force, both locally and 

nationally, under the banner of ‗Value for Valour‘. 

  

In addition to other mainline sports, it is hoped that all racetracks in Great Britain will actively participate in 

the scheme.  V4V should not only promote accessibility and affordability of all sports across the country 

but it will also be used as a vehicle to provide donations for the Army Benevolent Fund, through various 

innovative and creative fundraising initiatives. 
 

For more information, please contact Ronnie Wilkie at Ascot Racecourse on 01344 878 546. 

ïValue for Valourð 
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

PRESS 

RCA/HWPA Press Liaison Committee 

The RCA/HWPA Press Liaison Committee met 

on Tuesday 14 October 2008. The racecourses 

were represented by Nick Smith, Lizzie Lea and 

Caroline Davies. A summary of the discussion is 

outlined below: 
 

Press Accreditation 2009: The Committee re-

viewed the press applications received for 2009 

and asked the RCA to action their recommenda-

tions. 

Bookmakerôs Representatives: The Committee 

discussed the changing role of the bookmakers 

PR representative on course and if the press 

badge criteria should be altered to reflect this. 

Space is of a premium in the press room at some 

race meetings and journalist were concerned that 

desk space was being used by bookmaker‘s rep-

resentatives to carry out other work. The RCA 

agreed to review the criteria and produce recom-

mendations that all parties could adhere too. 

Press Room Facilities: The Committee dis-

cussed press room facilities‘ at racecourses and 

highlighted any of particular high or low stan-

dard for further action. 

Photographers: The Committee was informed 

that the BHA GI 5.2 was awaiting confirmation 

of the final draft from BHA. Once finalised it 

would be circulated to all photographers and 

racecourses. 

Wi-Fi At Racecourses: Members of the press 

were keen to have wi-fi established in all race-

course press rooms and the Committee high-

lighted those 18 tracks that still did not provide 

wi-fi.  It was reported that the provision of wi-fi 

was essential for the Racing Post to carry out its 

work. 

 

The notes of the meeting have been circulated to 

all Racecourse Managers and Clerks of the 

Course in the Thursday email. They are also 

available to view in the Members‘ Area of the 

RCA website www.britishracecourses.org 

       

      Lizzie Lea  

Racecourses are reminded of BHA General Instruction 5.2 which says it is their responsibility to ensure 

that any photographers they allow onto the course who are not regular photographers with an RCA metal 

badge are aware of the rules in place as to where they can position themselves and what photography is 

acceptable/unacceptable.  
 

Managing Executives must ensure that all approved photographers are aware that:- 
 

a)  Photographers may not position themselves on the racing surface or on or above the take-off or 

landing side of a fence or hurdle and are to remain on the outside of any running rail and are not to 

lean over any part of it. In addition photographers must not stand behind any wing of a fence or 

hurdle or protrude a camera through any part of a wing; 

b)  Tripods and ladders must not be used before or for 45ft after a fence or hurdle. Camera support 

spikes may be used but must be behind the line of the running rail upright; 

c)  Photography is not to take place in saddling boxes, parade ring or weighing room except with per-

mission. This is only to be granted to photographers engaged in specific projects and under no cir-

cumstances is photography to take place in the official racecourse stables; 

d)  Photography inside the winners enclosure is to be restricted to those who are authorised by the 

Managing Executive; 

e)  With the exception of floodlit meetings, where special permission in specified areas may be 

granted, the use of flash equipment is not allowed on racecourses. Flash photography of horses 

when they are on the racing surface must not be permitted. 

f) Photography of on-going medical or veterinary treatment is not permitted. Specific examples where 

photography is not considered acceptable, although the list is not exhaustive, include horses or rid-

ers undergoing treatment when screens have been erected, the interior of an ambulance when a pa-

tient is on board and inside designated treatment areas for both humans and equines.  

               Owen Byrne 

Photographers 

http://www.britishracecourses.org
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

RACETECH 

GoingStick 
As you read this, the GoingStick workshops will have taken place (Kempton Park Wednesday 12, 

Ludlow Thursday 13, Newcastle Friday 14 November). These sessions give those wishing to learn 

more about the tool the opportunity to see it in action, as well as to take part in ‗question and an-

swer‘ sessions with expert representatives of TurfTrax, BHA‘s Racecourse Inspectorate and Clerks 

of the Course.  
 

For any racecourse staff who couldn‘t make the workshops, please keep an eye on 

www.britishhorseracing.com/inside_horseracing/goingstick where the presentation is posted and an 

accompanying video is shortly to be displayed.                  Owen Byrne 

Starting Stalls Tests ë Instruction G1 
We have been alerted to a recent situation where a trainer wanted a practice for his horse in the stalls 

before having a formal stalls test later on. The horse bolted and caused problems. Ad-hoc practice 

sessions or ‗dry-runs‘ on the day of racing prior to a formal stalls test are not permitted.   

                                    Owen Byrne 

Please make a note in your diaries that the British Horseracing Conference for 2009 will be on 23 

February at the QEII Hall Westminster.                         Claire Simmonds 

British Horseracing Conference 2009 

RaceTech ë Commentator Roster, Telephony and Web updates 
RaceTech will again be scheduling commentators at all racecourses for 2009.  To help assist race-

courses with keeping their costs under control, RaceTech will now be waiving its fee for providing 

this service.  For some racecourses this will result in a reduction of the fee from January to May next 

year at which time the annual increase is applied to the commentators‘ fee.  The increase is with ef-

fect from 1 May at a rate determined by the Commentators User Group (CUG), usually at RPI.  If you 

have any questions then please don‘t hesitate to contact either Brad Higgins at RaceTech or the CUG 

members; Caroline Davies, Andrew Franklin and George Irvine.          Catherine Pullan 

Save costs on Telephony 
Further to the recent presentation at the RCA Forums, if any racecourse would like RaceTech to in-

vestigate cost savings for telephony charges (land lines, mobiles and internet connections), please 

contact me. The investigation service is completely free and could save you substantial amounts.  

                       Catherine Pullan 

Log on and update! 
RaceTech has compiled the current list of dates by TV region for the forthcoming digital switchover. 

For some racecourses, this is still some years away, but for others it is as soon as early next year. The 

list has been issued by the RCA in the Thursday E-Mail, and has also been uploaded to the Members 

area of the RaceTech web site (www.RaceTech.co.uk, click on Members Log in on the left hand side. 

If you need assistance, please contact me (for reminders of passwords/user names etc). This will be 

regularly updated as dates are confirmed. 
 

RaceTech has also recently issued the first edition of the RaceTech Review – our newsletter for cus-

tomers, stakeholders and staff. Your comments and input would be welcomed, so please feel free to 

contact me with any future items for the agenda, or if you would like to comment on this first edition. 

The newsletter has also been uploaded to the members area of our web site, so can be downloaded or 

viewed again at your leisure. The newsletter has been sent to all racecourses, staff and the Press, along 

with contacts within the racing trade associations, the BHA, media partners, group HQs, and non rac-

ing customers.                Catherine Pullan 

http://www.britishhorseracing.com/inside_horseracing/goingstick
http://www.RaceTech.co.uk


ISSUE 11                                                                                                      NOVEMBER  2008 

9 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 

THE RACEGOERS CLUB 

2008 Attendance Figures 
  2008 2007 

Month Attendance Actual Fix-

tures 

Ave. 

Daily 

Attendance Actual Fix-

tures 

Ave. Daily 

January 157,268 97 1,621 151,124 86 1,757 

February  169,622 99 1,713 142,828 72 1,984 

March 395,317 109 3,627 424,708 89 4,772 

April 472,968 127 3,724 509,887 112 4,553 

May 697,050 157 4,440 628,888 150 4,193 

June 948,731 139 6,825 880,108 131 6,718 

July 858,570 149 5,762 728,404 117 6,226 

August 702,164 128 5,486 817,525 134 6,101 

September 385,073 100 3,851 506,783 112 4,525 

October 321,566 116 2,772 362,617 116 3,126 

Total 5,108,329 1,221 4,184 5,152,872 1,119 4,605 

  (-0.9%) (+9.1%) (-9.1%)       

Racecourse of the Year Awards 

The members‘ vote for the coveted Racecourse of the Year Awards will close on Friday 28 No-

vember, having been promoted in the newsletter sent out in October. We will be contacting all 

winning courses early in December.             Paul Smith 

Autumn Mailing 

Enclosed for Racecourse Managers is a copy of our autumn newsletter, detailing among other 

things the 2009 concession scheme and the Racecourse of the Year awards.   John Phillips 

Newsletter Dates 

If you do wish to provide a special offer/free day for Racegoers Club members, please note the 

approximate times that we contact members with our quarterly newsletter: 
 

End of January, end of April, end of July, end of October.        John Phillips 

The drop in racecourse attendance figures up to the end of August can mainly be explained by two 

major abandonments (the Wednesday of the Cheltenham Festival and all four days of York‘s Ebor 

Meeting) and the addition of all-weather winter evening fixtures for betting purposes. However, 

September and October‘s fall appear to be a natural downturn in racegoer attendance, which isn‘t a 

surprise in the current economic climate. However, by discounting the effects of Cheltenham, York 

and all-weather winter evening fixtures to produce a less skewed representation of the current 

situation, average attendance would be down by just 3% rather than the 9% overall figure. 

John Phillips 
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PROMOTIONS 

The Daily Mail / Mail on Sunday Ticket Offer  

35 racecourses are participating in this offer on 84 racedays in 2008. The offer went in the Daily 

Mail for the final time this year on Friday 17 October. Total ticket sales for meetings that have oc-

curred are listed below.           Valerie Larue or John Phillips 

Date Racecourse Tickets 

Sold 

Date Racecourse Tickets 

Sold 

3 February Fontwell 86 22 June Hereford 134 

10 February Hereford 48 22 June Hexham 82* 

17 February Southwell 56 22 June Pontefract 218 

24 February Fontwell 104 6 July Market Rasen 90 

2 March Bangor 110 13 July Haydock Park 410 

2 March Huntingdon 106 13 July Perth 68 

9 March Market Rasen 82 3 August Newbury 172 

9 March Warwick 96 10 August Leicester 98 

16 March Carlisle 32* 10 August Windsor 210 

16 March Fontwell 80 17 August Bath 200 

30 March Wincanton 96 17 August Pontefract 742* 

6 April Hexham 60* 24 August Beverley 248 

6 April Market Rasen 70 24 August Goodwood 450 

13 April Kelso 16 24 August Yarmouth 292 

27 April Brighton 200 7 September Fontwell 120 

4 May Hamilton Park 134 7 September Thirsk 130 

4 May Newmarket 882 7 September Worcester 238* 

4 May Salisbury 310 14 September Goodwood 222 

11 May Plumpton 70 21 September Hamilton 16 

11 May Worcester 166 21 September Plumpton 142 

18 May Market Rasen 170 28 September Ascot 454 

25 May Fontwell Park 226 28 September Market Rasen 156 

25 May Uttoxeter 456 5 October Huntingdon 160 

1 June Bath 162 5 October Kelso 90 

8 June Brighton 114 5 October Uttoxeter 180 

8 June Worcester 126 12 October Bath 86 

15 June Doncaster 204 12 October Goodwood 124 

15 June Salisbury 200 19 October Fontwell Park 78 

29 June Salisbury 182 19 October Kempton Park 26 

29 June Windsor 260 19 October Southwell 130 

6 July Ayr 32 26 October Wincanton 172 

6 July Brighton 112 2 November Carlisle 48 

20 July Newton Abbot 342 2 November Huntingdon 86 

27 July Ascot 668 2 November Southwell 58 

27 July Carlisle 74 9 November Hereford 162 

27 July Pontefract 342 9 November Kempton Park 56 

3 August Chester 302 9 November Market Rasen 138* 

3 August Market Rasen 134 TOTAL SOLD 13,396 

*subsequently abandoned 
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SPONSORSHIP 

PROMOTIONS 

British Horseracing Call Centre 

The Racecourse Association has been fulfilling the function of the BHA‘s call centre since April 

2007, taking telephone bookings and processing all web bookings. Below are the ticket sales dealt 

with since the start of 2008 along with the equivalent sales from last year. 

  2008 2007 

Month Orders Tickets Value Courses Orders Tickets Value Courses 

January 183 718 £21,018 30 214 802 £23,421 26 

February 248 1,011 £26,554 32 243 963 £23,050 29 

March 277 1,029 £24,767 37 253 1,130 £25,468 36 

April 212 1,047 £21,902 42 340 1,454 £31,795 44 

May 210 1,131 £22,757 37 369 1,943 £43,958 37 

June 257 1,034 £23,623 31 597 2,610 £41,486 35 

July 194 842 £18,519 33 739 3,173 £47,332 37 

August 158 655 £15,297 31 253 1,179 £22,128 42 

September 79 287 £5,260 25 146 642 £12,421 26 

October 91 571 £10,608 24 144 738 £15,067 32 

TOTAL 1,909 8,325 £190,305   3,298 14,634 £286,126   

  (-42.1%) (-43.1%) (-33.5%)            
John Phillips  

Group Sales 

As at 31 October bookings for the year stood at 239 valued at £125,078.         Paul Smith 

News from the Horseracing Sponsors Association 

The H.S.A. is delighted to announce that there has been a capacity take up from members for its 

dinner at the Carlton Club on the 20 November, when the Rt. Hon. Michael Howard MP is the 

guest speaker.  We very much look forward to seeing all our racecourse members and their guests 

there.               Mary Ann Sandercock 

Betfair Apprentice Training Series  

It was another nail biting finish to the Betfair Apprentice Training Series with just two points in it 

between Jack Dean and Barry McHugh going into the Final at Newmarket on the 31 Octo-

ber.  Again both riders had secured rides in the final but neither were placed so Jack Dean retained 

his lead to win the series.  Betfair  will very generously fund a working holiday in Dubai this win-

ter with leading trainer Doug Watson, to the value of £5,000. 

Mary Ann Sandercock 
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SPONSORSHIP 

Hands and Heels Series 

The Pertemps People Development Hands and Heels Apprentice Series came to an exciting 

conclusion at Doncaster on the 25 October with just two points between the top two riders, 

Declan Cannon and Ashley Morgan going into the Final.  Both riders had rides in the Final 

and whilst the race was won by Anthony Betts, Declan finished fourth and secured the 2008 

Hands and Heels Apprentice title.  He received a cash prize from Pertemps People Develop-

ment and will now be sponsored by them for the next 12 months. 

  

Thank you to all the participating racecourses for making the series possible – we would ap-

preciate any feedback you have about the series and your races so please let me know if you 

have any comments.  I will also be asking the trainers for their feedback about this series and 

the Betfair Training Series and we will also be carrying out an anonymous survey with the rid-

ers in conjunction with the British Racing School and the PJA.  Everybody‘s feedback over 

the years has been invaluable and we are striving to improve the series each year. 

  

The inaugural Weatherbys All-Weather Hands and Heels Apprentice Series got underway at 

Southwell on the 4 November.  This series fills a gap in the winter months providing hands 

and heels race riding opportunities and jockey coaching throughout the winter when many ap-

prentices are having their first race riding experiences.  There are 10 races in total, two at each 

all-weather course, and the series culminates with a final on Winter Derby day at Lingfield 

Park. Many thanks to Weatherbys for sponsoring this invaluable series and to the all-weather 

courses for staging the races. 

  

The Racing Post Hands and Heels Jumps Series kicked off at Huntingdon on the 5 November 

– this being the fourth year that the Racing Post has kindly sponsored the series.  The series 

will again consist of 12 races, open to conditional jockeys and amateur riders who have ridden 

no more than 10 winners at the start of the series.  The Final will be staged at Newbury on 20 

March.                             

  Mary Ann Sandercock 

The Race Sponsorship Climate 

The RCA produced Race Sponsorship Statistical Reports have shown that up until August this 

year race sponsorship has held its own very well despite the economic climate, with percent-

ages of races pretty much comparable with 2007.  However, there are signs of a slow-down in 

certain sectors; in August the Finance sector in particular was well down (17 races sponsored 

in this sector in 2008 compared with 40 in 2007), but surprisingly (in view of the slump in the 

property market), construction was slightly up (17 races sponsored in 2008 compared with 16 

in 2007).  It would seem that sponsorship budget has been committed for 2008 but everybody 

is predicting that things will be a lot tougher in 2009 as many sponsors tighten their 

belts.  Creativity, value and demonstrating ROI will be vital in structuring sponsorship proper-

ties for next year. 

                  Mary Ann Sandercock 
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PROFESSIONAL JOCKEYS ASSOCIATION 

PJA Appoints Betfair & IJF Funded Medical Advisor  

The Professional Jockeys Association (The 

PJA), the representative body for Jockeys 

within British horseracing, has appointed a 

Medical Advisor, supported by a three-year 

funding commitment from the on-line bet-

ting exchange Betfair and The Injured Jock-

eys Fund (IJF). 

 

Dr. Anna-Louise Mackinnon MRCGP Dip-

SEM will take up the role as the PJA‘s 

Medical Advisor (the PJAMA) in January 

2009. 

 

Dr Mackinnon‘s primary role will be to pro-

vide medical advice and support to the 

PJA‘s 400 plus members, as well as manag-

ing the recovery period of a Jockey follow-

ing an accident. The sourcing and liaising 

with medical specialists, who will provide 

expert opinion and treatment of injuries, 

will also be a key responsibility.  Her under-

standing of horseracing, medical back-

ground and contacts, plus direct experience 

within the high risk sports sector of Event-

ing, will play a fundamental role in provid-

ing a proactive medical service for the PJA 

membership. 

 

PJA members will have the opportunity to 

consult with Dr Mackinnon at defined ven-

ues throughout the country including at the 

IJF facility, Oaksey House, Lam-

bourn.  Also funded by a donation from 

Betfair, Oaksey House is scheduled to open 

at the end of 2008 and will have a dedicated 

consulting room as well as accommodating 

a full-time physiotherapist and rehabilitation 

unit. 

 

Dr Mackinnon will represent the PJA on 

various industry committees including the 

BHA Medical Advisory Committee and the 

Professional Riders Insurance Scheme and 

will liaise closely with the British Horserac-

ing Authority‘s Chief Medical Adviser and 

the 200 Racecourse Medical Officers    She 

will also be responsible for overseeing and 

developing the PJA‘s existing support ser-

vices which include nutrition, psychology 

and Jockeys‘ on-course physiotherapy.  In 

addition she will also advise the Trustees of 

the IJF and its almoners. 

 

Dr Mackinnon said ‗‘I am thrilled to have 

the opportunity to work with racing‘s elite 

sportsmen and women and ensure they get 

the best possible rehabilitation and every 

assistance in getting back race riding as 

soon as possible. I can‘t wait to commence 

the role in the New Year‘‘. 

 

Josh Apiafi, Chief Executive of The PJA 

commented ―I am delighted that with the 

match-funding from Betfair and the Injured 

Jockeys Fund we have been able to recruit a 

full time PJAMA. This appointment fulfils a 

key strategic objective of the PJA Board 

and reflects the jockeys‘ overwhelming 

need for their own dedicated, specialist ser-

vice. Anna-Louise will be a fantastic addi-

tion to the PJA team and will first and fore-

most address the Jockeys medical needs 

away from the racecourse‖. 

 

 

For further information on this press release 

contact Josh Apiafi, Chief Executive, The 

PJA Tel: 01635 44102 Mobile: 07841 

899689 Email: ja@thepja.co.uk 

mailto:ja@thepja.co.uk
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TECHNICAL 

RCA/BHA Horse Welfare Communication Workshop 

A RCA/BHA Horse Welfare Communication Workshop was held at Newbury Racecourse on Thurs-

day 9 October.  The workshop had good attendance of thirty nine delegates representing twenty four 

racecourses. 

 

It was an informative and productive workshop with a broad range of speakers sharing their experi-

ence of animal welfare in the media. 

 

The morning opened with Edward Gillespie, Chairman of the BHA Jump Racing Development Group. 

The speakers included: 

 

Kevin Craig from PLMR Ltd – How to make a crisis not a crisis 

Paul Sanders from Agenda Security services – Know who you are talking too, how to be open 

but secure 

Jon Ryan – BHA Director of Communications – what journalists really need to know rather than 

what you think they might need 

Tim Morris – BHA director of Equine Science & Welfare – what is racings story 

 

Presentations were followed by a Panel Session where delegates were encouraged to discuss the sub-

jects raised during the talks. Following the workshop the RCA is updating the Guidance Document on 

Horse Welfare, which will be circulated as soon as possible. Racecourses that did not attend should 

have received the handouts from the workshop. 

                  Carla Moore and Lizzie Lea 

RCA Racecourse Groundstaff Seminar 2008 
The RCA held its Racecourse Groundstaff 

Seminar at Sandown Park Racecourse on Mon-

day 10 and Tuesday 11 November 2008.   We 

are highly delighted by the high turnout for the 

seminar, which included representatives from 

28 racecourses as well as the BHA and other 

industry professionals. 
 

The event was designed based on feedback from 

racecourses.  Monday‘s programme focused on 

the use and development of the racing surface, 

including presentations from Mike Harbridge 

(Professional Sportsturf Design), Andrew Coo-

per (Sandown Park Racecourse) and Adrian 

Kay (York Racecourse).  There were also up-

dates from Richard Linley (BHA), Mark Bartlett 

(Cranfield University) and Mike Maher 

(TurfTrax). 
 

The first day of the seminar also included the 

opportunity for the delegates to visit either 

Chelsea Training Ground, Twickenham Rugby 

Stadium or RHS Wisley Gardens.  We would 

like to thank each of these venues for taking the 

time to speak with the delegates and show them 

around. 
 

The second day of the seminar focussed on 

Horse Welfare and disease control and included 

excellent presentations from Alan Wilson 

(Royal Veterinary College), Simon Knapp 

(RCA Veterinary Advisor), Julia Kydd 

(University of Nottingham) and Tim Morris 

(BHA). 
 

Initial feedback from the delegates indicates that 

the event was successful, and that the varied 

programme was well received and we would 

like to take this opportunity to thank all of the 

speakers for their valuable contributions. 
 

The RCA would like to thank Duralock for their 

generous sponsorship of the Duralock Happy 

Hour and TurfTrax for their sponsorship of the 

coaches hired for the visits on Monday after-

noon.  The contributions are greatly appreciated.  

The RCA would also like to thank Tanya Ste-

venson for giving an excellent After Dinner 

Speech. 
 

The RCA will collate and analyse feedback 

from the delegates who attended the seminar 

and a full report will be provided to all race-

courses shortly.        Holly Robarts 
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TECHNICAL 

Pony Racing Review  

A meeting was held on Thursday 6 November 

2008 to review the 2008 Pony Racing Season 

and was attended by Caroline Davies and 

Holly Robarts on behalf of the RCA, Rebecca 

Morgan, Fran Marshall and Caroline Hutsby 

on behalf of the PRA and Ilona Barnett, Sea-

mus Buckley, Jeannie Chantler, Brian Clif-

ford, Alice Everett, Anthea Morshead and 

Chris Stickels on behalf of racecourses.  A 

summary of discussions is given below: 

 

PRA Membership: The meeting was in-

formed that membership of the PRA had risen 

320% in 2008.  This was attributed to the in-

troduction of the requirement that all those 

participating in Pony Races at Point to Points 

were required to join the PRA. 

BHA Officials: The Meeting noted that the 

involvement of the Clerks of the Scales, Start-

ers and Judges for Pony Racing had been for-

malised for the 2008 Season.  It was proposed 

that racecourses may continue to find it bene-

ficial to contact these officials in advance to 

advise them that Pony Racing would be tak-

ing place.  It was also noted that on many oc-

casions a Stipendiary Steward would also re-

main for Pony Racing although not formally 

required to do so.  The PRA will discuss this 

further with the BHA. 

BHA Veterinary Team: It was noted that 

discussions were taking place with the BHA 

regarding the involvement of the BHA Veteri-

nary Team in Pony Racing, particularly with 

regard to conducting passport checks and tak-

ing samples for testing. 

Height Certificates: It was reported that the 

PRA has been accepted as a Steward of the 

Joint Measurement Board and will therefore 

be involved more closely with their policy 

making decisions and be in a better position 

to act over contentious height certificates.  It 

was also noted that the PRA may conduct 

spot checks of ponies‘ heights going forward 

and racecourses were asked to determine 

whether their vets would be willing to assist 

with this. 

Local Stewards: It was queried whether it 

was necessary for local stewards to continue 

to be involved further to the introduction of 

PRA Stewards, but it was agreed that this was 

needed due to their experience and knowledge 

which provided valuable support to the PRA 

Steward. 

Unruly Ponies: The racecourses were ad-

vised to inform the PRA of any unruly ponies 

so that action could be taken where necessary.  

It was also agreed that where the racecourse 

felt an unruly pony could present a Health and 

Safety risk, they had the authority to with-

draw that pony.  It was agreed that the PRA 

would include provision for this in the Pony 

Racing Regulations. 

Publicity: It was agreed that it would be 

beneficial to increase the public profile and 

press coverage of Pony Racing and that this 

should be investigated further. 

Rider Weights: The Meeting was informed 

that racecourse medical staff were keen to 

receive details of the rider weights in the 

event that medication was to be given.  It was 

proposed that this be collected, for medical 

purposes only, by the PRA at the entry stage, 

with an up to date reading on the day continu-

ing to be included on the rider‘s armband. 

It was also considered whether it would be 

appropriate to raise the weights to be carried 

in order to prevent any concerns about en-

couragement of eating problems in children, 

but it was agreed that the current weights 

were appropriate. 

Pony Racing Regulations: It was reported 

that the Pony Racing Regulations were to be 

reviewed by a solicitor and amended as nec-

essary on their advice. 

 

  Caroline Davies or Holly Robarts 
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Weather Report 

Below is a summary of the September 2008 

Weather Report (for England and Wales) 

from the Environment Agency. 

 

September was another wet month, with all 

our regions receiving above average rainfall. 

The start of the month was particularly wet. 

Soil moisture deficits decreased in all but 

one of our regions and were unseasonably 

low at the end of the month in a number of 

regions. River flows were higher than nor-

mal at all but three indicator sites across 

England and Wales and more than half were 

exceptionally high for the time of year. 

Groundwater levels decreased at the majority 

of indicator sites, though all but two sites 

remained normal or higher for the time of 

year. Reservoir stocks decreased in half of 

our regions during September, but remained 

largely unchanged in the other half. At the 

end of the month, stocks in all reservoirs or 

reservoir groups were normal or higher for 

the time of year. Overall, reservoir stocks for 

England and Wales decreased by 2% to 90%.  

 

Rainfall: All of our regions received above 

average rainfall during September. Most of 

this fell at the start of the month, with the 

reporting week 3rd – 9th September being 

the wettest week across most regions since 

summer 2007. This resulted in widespread 

flooding across four of our regions. By con-

trast, the second half of the month was much 

drier. Our North East and Midlands Regions 

each received approximately 170% of the 

September average rainfall, and England and 

Wales overall received 138%. September 

was the seventh consecutive month of above 

average rainfall across England and Wales.  

Soil Moisture Deficit: Soil moisture deficits 

(SMD) decreased in all but our South West 

Region during September. At the end of the 

month, SMDs were between 50mm and 

70mm in our Anglian, Thames, and Southern 

Regions, and approximately 20mm or less in 

all other regions. These deficits were unsea-

sonably low in a number of regions, being 

even lower than at the same time last year in 

all but our Anglian and Southern Regions.  

River Flows: Monthly mean flows for Sep-

tember were higher than normal at all but 

three indicator sites and were exceptionally 

high for the time of year at more than half 

the sites. Monthly flows were more than 

twice the September long term average 

(LTA) at over half the sites, including four 

sites in the Cotswolds and the Wye and 

Avon valleys where flows were more than 

four times the LTA.  

Groundwater Levels: Groundwater levels 

decreased at the majority of the updated indi-

cator sites during September. However, there 

were increases in the more responsive sites 

in limestone aquifers and in the chalk of 

southern and north eastern England. At the 

end of September, levels at only two sites 

were below normal. Levels at all other sites 

were normal or higher, with five sites in 

Wales and northern England being excep-

tionally high and a further six sites notably 

high for the time of year.  

Reservoir Stocks: Reservoir stocks de-

creased in our Midlands, North East, and 

Southern Regions and EA Wales, but re-

mained unchanged or increased slightly else-

where. At the end of the month, stocks were 

lowest in our Southern Region (74%) but 

above 80% in all other regions. Stocks in all 

but four reservoirs or reservoir groups were 

higher than normal for the time of year and 

more than one third were exceptionally high. 

Overall, reservoir stocks for England and 

Wales decreased by 2% to 90%.  

 

TECHNICAL 
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SAFETY 

 

TECHNICAL 

BHA Racecourse Committee  

The BHA Racecourse Committee met on Fri-

day 24 October 2008.  Caroline Davies, Bob 

Davies and Kirkland Tellwright attended on 

behalf of the RCA.  Below is an outline of the 

key points discussed: 
 

TurfTrax Going Stick: The Meeting was in-

formed that implementation of the Going Stick 

Communications Plan had begun and that this 

would include a number of Going Stick Work-

shops and a video which would be available via 

the BHA Website.  It was also noted that the 

raw data was not always provided to TurfTrax 

and it was agreed that it would be necessary to 

liaise with the relevant racecourses regarding 

this. 

Water Jump: The Meeting was informed of 

the trial of blue Astroturf rather than water at 

Huntingdon Racecourse. 

Synthetic Take Offs & Landings: It was re-

ported that some investigations have begun into 

a ‗fat crumb‘ material, which could be installed 

under surface, but that further research was re-

quired.  It was agreed that this should be pro-

gressed by the BHA. 

 

Water Harvesting: It was reported that the 

BHA would support a 3 year project with cross 

sport funding being conducted by Cranfield 

University into water harvesting.  This project 

would include practical racecourse examples. 

Plastic Birch in Fences: It was agreed that 

support should be given into a project investi-

gating the use of plastic birch in fences. 

Inspection Protocol: It was noted that the rele-

vant BHA Officials Procedure would be re-

viewed and supporting guidance would also be 

developed. 

5 Year Plan:  The Meeting was informed that 

the BHA was developing a 5 year plan which 

would be available in early 2009. 

Sampling Units: It was reported that a fogging 

machine would be trialled for the disinfection 

of sampling units between uses. 

Hurdle Developments: It was agreed that the 

Hurdle Group would be reconvened in early 

2009 to discuss hurdle developments. 

Equine Injury Stats:  Equine Injury Statistics 

have been circulated to all racecourses, and 

further information for individual courses is 

available from the BHA on request.        

     Caroline Davies 

Performing Rights Society Consultation on Charges for Sports Stadia 

Racecourses will be aware that the Performing Rights Society (PRS) has revised their charges for sports 

stadiums and has introduced a new tariff (Tariff SE) to replace the previous tariff (Tariff SGS), which be-

came effective on 1 August 2008.  Tariff SE applies to music during sports events.  Racecourses may have 

some areas which are subject to other tariffs, such as restaurants and bars, and these will remain un-

changed. 
 

As PRS licences are issued annually at different times of the year, many racecourses many find that both 

Tariff SGS and SE will need to be applied to their existing licence for this year.  To assist with this, the 

PRS has developed a ‗First Year Review Form‘ which allows for music under both tariffs to be declared.  

Racecourses should use Section 1a to declared music used prior to 1 August 2008 and Section 1b for that 

after 1 August 2008. 
 

Representatives of the RCA and Jockey Club Racecourses met with the PRS on 28 October 2008 to discuss 

the information which should be provided on the forms, and the PRS representative recommended that un-

der Section 1b racecourses declare ‗Ground Music‘ only as this best reflects the normal use of music by 

racecourses.  Where racecourses also have featured music, this can be assessed at the end of the licence 

period. 
 

This form should only be used for the first year, following which the PRS ‗Standard Review Form‘ should 

be used.  We have indicated to the PRS that some confusion may arise from this form and will be liaising 

with them further to investigate the feasibility of developing a specific form for racecourses.  A further up-

date will be provided shortly   .        Holly Robarts 
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TRAINING 

The British Racing School launches The Racing Industry Course 

The British Racing School is now offering 

The Racing Industry Course, a comprehensive 

programme that covers all aspects of the rac-

ing industry.  The five day course, to run in 

the first week of February 2009, is seeking to 

attract delegates to attend a wide range of 

seminars, behind-the-scenes visits and inter-

active sessions hosted by the top in the racing 

world. 
 

Aimed at anyone wanting to broaden their 

knowledge of the racing industry, it covers 

breeding, training and welfare through to the 

complexities of the funding of racing, its rela-

tionship with the media and integrity. Indeed, 

the course will promote discussions on how 

the industry has and will sustain itself during 

the credit crunch, as well as debating other 

current issues. 
 

Duncan Gregory, Operations Director at the 

British Racing School says, ‗This is a brilliant 

opportunity for anyone wanting to know more 

about the multi-faceted racing industry, it 

should have wide appeal. There is no other 

course like it for those who want and need to 

know its intricacies and its issues. In a fast 

changing world it has got to be a ‗must‘ for 

many in racing today.‘ 
 

The five day course is residential with all 

meals and excursions included within the 

price. To book contact the British Racing 

School, on 01638 665103. All details of the 

course are on our website, at 

www.brstric.com.      Holly Jackson 

Marketing Assistant 

British Racing School 

Tel: 01638 665103 

Email: holly.jackson@brs.org.uk  

Racecourse Groundsmen Courses 

Advanced Course:     York Racecourse                    15 - 20 February 2009 

Foundation Course:   Cheltenham Racecourse       19 - 24 April 2009 
 

There are places available on the above courses.  For information please contact Chris Costello 

at the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton 

Mill, Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Telephone: 01908 312511, e-mail: iog@iog.org 

There will be three one day refresher courses run by Dr Bob Bennett on the following dates in 2009: 
 

Saturday 4 April 2009 

Saturday 18 July 2009 

Saturday 10 October 2009 
 

These courses will be held at Uttoxeter Racecourse. 

To book a place or for further details, please contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

RMO One Day Refresher Training Courses 2009 

RMO Training Courses 2009 

The Racing and Equestrian Medical Officers course run by Dr Bennett has received full approval 

from the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 
 

In order to comply with the requirements of BHAGI 11.1 para 1, RMOs must undertake training 

every three years (or 4 for ATLS).  Courses are scheduled to be held on 28 February—1 March 

2009, 9—10 May 2009 and 19—20 September 2009 at Chorley and 4-5 July 2009 at Newmarket.  

To book a place, please contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

http://www.brstric.com
mailto:iog@iog.org
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BADGES & PASS 

Missing Badges 

MISCELLANEOUS 

RCA and Press Badge Lists 
Copies of the lists of 2008 RCA and 

Press Badges holders are available on 

request. 

Holly Robarts 

2009 Badge Colour Scheme 

The colours for the 2009 metal badges for 

the RCA, Press, Official, NTF and PJA 

will be Emerald Green and Orange. 

Holly Robarts 

2008 Badges and Badge Posters 

Gossip Corner! 

Some of our longstanding readers might remember that when Lance Havell, the RCA‘s Accountant, 

went from full-time to part-time (about four years ago now), he set out to write a book. News 

reaches us that the book (Signposts) has now been published and was launched on 15 October. De-

tails are available on www.e-bears.co.uk, or www.authorsonline.co.uk and it can also be found on 

the internet sites of all good bookshops. 

8 copies of the large poster and 4 copies of the A4 sized poster for 2008 have been sent to all 

racecourses.  Extra copies are available on request.  Copies of the 2009 poster will be sent to all 

racecourses shortly.           Holly Robarts  

RCA:   14, 152, 161, 236, 679, 830, 847, 848, 861, 865, 867, 899, 970, 990, 1026, 1067, 1075, 

 1079, 1080, 1084, 1107, 1108, 1132, 1133, 1134, 1135, 1136, 1248, 1484,  1505, 1608, 

 1616, 1783, 1866 

Press:   60, 149, 165, 166, 364, 394, 469, 480, 554, 562 

Officials: 26, 60, 87, 100, 106, 107, 148 

PJA:   10, 16, 21, 22, 64, 76, 79, 93, 113, 138, 155, 215, 224, 247, 266, 282, 290, 302, 350 

NTF:   5, 6, 34, 120, 121, 130, 172, 173, 202, 203, 313, 409, 453, 454, 477, 478, 638, 639, 

 672, 705, 706, 782, 783, 854, 856, 857, 888, 905, 906, 953, 1026, 1065, 1325, 1342, 

 1371, 1431 

With Sales & Marketing Departments vigorously involved in forward planning for 2009  now is the time 

to contact Arena Leisure to ensure that any LED screen hire opportunities are not lost! 
 

With two of the most advanced Barco SLite 10 LED screens for hire it is an undisputed fact that LED 

screens are now an integral part of all large events. 

Our screens have branding opportunities available to prospective clients, either for promotional events or 

to generate additional revenue. 
 

Our screens come with a driver and expert technician/operator who understands 

the equipment and who will help ensure you get the best positions and pictures 

to impress your viewers. 
 

Details of our two screens can be reviewed on our dedicated web site: 

www.arenascreenhire.com.  Alternatively call now on 01342-831701 and speak 

to Sandra Crawley to obtain a competitive quote and to check availability. 

 

http://www.e-bears.co.uk
http://www.authorsonline.co.uk
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RACING REGISTER 

Free to use, Racing Register is an events diary maintained by Sportsguide Limited on behalf of the 

racing industry. Any organisation planning a press day, product launch or open day etc., involving 

racing professionals and the media can contact Racing Register to register their event and be advised 

of any potential date clashes. 

 

The following are highlights for the last quarter of 2008. For further details regarding specific dates 

please e-mail: events@racingregister.co.uk or contact Lynn Payne at Sportsguide Limited on 01344 

774322. 

 

 

 

November 

 

18  Tuesday      Go Racing in Yorkshire Annual Lunch – York Racecourse 

 

20 Thursday      Horseracing Sponsors Assoc Dinner – Carlton Club, London   

  

24 Monday       Tattersalls December Yearling Sale 

 

25 Tuesday      Tattersalls December Foal Sale 

 

27  Thursday - 29 Saturday    The Hennessy Winter Festival – Newbury 

 

29  Saturday        The Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup - Newbury 

 

 

December 

 

1  Monday      Horserace Writers and Photographers Association Blue Square  

      Derby Awards Lunch, Royal Lancaster Hotel, London 

 

1 Monday  - 5 Friday     Tattersalls December Breeding Stock Sale 

 

4 Thursday      ROA/Racing Post Racehorse Owners Awards Gala Dinner and  

     Dance – London Hilton 

 

5  Friday      DBS National Breeze Up Sales 

 

17  Wednesday    DBS Horses in Training Sales, Flat and NH Horses in Training  

      and Flat Yearlings 

 

26  Friday      King George VI Chase - Kempton Park 

mailto:events@racingregister.com
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SOCIAL INTERCOURSE 

Spotlight On ä... 

Stefan Hull 

General Manager—Brighton Racecourse 

Age 38 

Marital Status/         

Children/Pets 

Married to Jo with a son, Jacob (nine-months                                                                   

old as of November 1). We also have two brown tabby Maine Coons (cats). 

Previous Career(s) 

I've had a few: Lecturer in the Laws of Central Asia at the University of Lon-

don, IT consultant for a big US company, financial journalist (including a 

stint on The Daily Telegraph) and director of a local FE college... I know. I 

don't look old enough! 

Best Bits About       

Your Job 

The people. It's an industry full of characters and the majority of them have a 

thousand and one opinions. 

Worst Bit About     

Your Job 
Constantly worrying about the weather. 

Best Racing              

Experience(s) 

I've had lots of great experiences since I joined Brighton Racecourse but I will 

always remember my first visit to Aintree for Ladies Day. 

Worst Racing            

Experience 
Abandoning our first race meeting in my first full season. 

Racing Hero Hero's too strong a word but I'm a big fan of John Gosden. 

Most Fanciable        

Racing Personality 
Zoe Bird. 

Hobbies DJ‘ing and making music, photography and reading. 

Favourite Film & TV Film - Local Hero / TV - currently The Wire. 

Favourite Holiday    

Destination 
Zanzibar 

Current Wheels Volkswagen Golf TDi 

One Wish To Improve 

The Industry 

I wish the industry would consider new ways of making racing more "user 

friendly". It's not about "dumbing down" - it's about making the sport more 

attractive to potential racegoers. 
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DIARY DATES 

            

     24 November RCA Legal Group 

     25 November Industry Committee 

     25 November RCA Race Planning Workshop 

     27 November REL Board 

     27 November RaceTech Board 

 

       2 December Fixture Policy Group 

       4 December RCA Board 

      10 December BHA Racing Committee 

 

 

CONTRIBUTORS’ CONTACT LIST 

    

  

 Apiafi, Josh   01635 44102 ja@thepja.co.uk 

 Byrne, Owen   0207 189 3863  obyrne@britishhorseracing.com 

 Davies, Caroline   01344-873536 caroline.davies@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Jackson, Holly   01638 665103 holly.jackson@brs.org.uk 

 Larue, Valerie   01344-625912 valerie.larue@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Lea, Lizzie    01344-626067 lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Moore, Carla   01344-625723 carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Payne, Lynn   01344-774322 lynn@sportsguidelimited.com 

 Phillips, John   01344-626067 john.phillips@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Pullan, Catherine   0208 947 3333  cpullan@racetech.co.uk  

 Robarts, Holly   01344-873536 holly.robarts@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Simmonds, Claire  0207 152 0015 csimmonds@britishhorseracing.com  

 Sandercock, Mary-Ann  07786 925803 maryann.sandercock@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Smith, Paul    01344-625912 paul.smith@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Walker, Carol   01344-873536 carol.walker@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Wilkie, Ronnie   01344-878546 ronnie.wilkie@ascot.co.uk 

         

                EDITOR: Carol Walker 

The Racecourse Association Ltd   

Winkfield Road 

Ascot 

Berkshire 

SL5 7HX 

 

UPDATE is also available on our website: 

www.britishracecourses.org  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

HBLB Veterinary Newsletter 

The Racegoers Club Autumn Newsletter 

BHA Medical Concussion Seminar 2009 

http://www.britishracecourses.org

