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CHAIRMAN’S NEW  YEAR MESSAGE  

Working Together In Troubled Times 

Last year at this time I said we faced new challenges but there was much to be positive about.  

Well, 2008 turned out to be a year where the challenges were greater and for many people there 

was little to be positive about.  Racing had its fair share of special challenges and difficulties.  

The economic situation brought down the curtain on the long standing saga of the sale of the 

Tote; the weather brought its own tale of woe with some dramatic events such as the gales at 

Cheltenham and the water logging at York and Pontefract in August.  Abandonments for the year 

were 26 Flat, 2 AWT and 55 Jump.  This compares with 21 Flat, 1 

AWT and 62 Jump in 2007. The winter of 2007 did not bring 

much in the way of frost with only 16 abandonments compared 

with 57 cancelled due to water logging.  What a difference a year 

makes in so many respects!  This winter we have already had 23 

abandonments and the difference in economic going conditions is 

impossible to measure. 

 

The Levy in 2008 was always going to be an action packed drama 

with the eagerly awaited conclusion left until the last act and with 

a new leading player in Sir Philip Otton.  The rollover was a sen-

sible result for racing and betting and was well received by the 

Levy Board and Government.  But, as I said at the time, it was a 

tortuous affair broadly resembling a Moroccan bazaar, not the 

way two great industries should operate.  But it has brought a 

fresh determination to modernise the Levy.  It also showed how 

strong and unified the racing industry can be. 

 

Nothing raises my blood pressure more than the commentators 

who talk of disunity and lack of leadership in racing.  Of course 

we have differences from time to time as does every industry or 

organisation.  The test is that we don‘t air these in the pages of the 

Racing Post and when we are faced by real issues, we work to-

gether, whether it‘s to Government, the Levy Board or Bookmak-

ers.  Some may not like the way the industry is run.  It is clear 

many hark back to the single, all powerful body running commerce, governance and regulation.  

That‘s not the way it is.  We could, and should, do better but the parts of the industry are working 

together in a way not seen in the past.  What is important is that this is the only way we will man-

age our way through a savage economic period.  We are and must form plans that will sustain 

the industry through these difficult times:  we are well placed to do just that but it will be diffi-

cult for everyone.  This is the highest priority for the organisations, BHA, HG and RCA that 

make up this industry.  We are all adjusting our costs, our business modes, our products and rela-

tionships.  There now needs to be a renewed spirit of team work, urgency and action. 

 

/Contd... 
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CHAIRMAN’S NEW  YEAR MESSAGE  

Working Together In Troubled Times 

The agenda for 2009 includes: 
 

 Our major challenge is to move forward to make racing more attractive to a wider audience.  

 We have said before that more innovation is needed in the racing experience and its branding 

 and promotion.  REL is really getting to grips with this and I urge everyone to embrace the branding 

 initiative.  This is transformational and will figure in future editions of UPDATE. Despite harsh 

 conditions, we must invest in this. 

 Building on this year‘s Levy agreement to secure a long term deal with the bookmakers.  At 

 this time both sides need stability.  There are structural issues that we cannot let go of including the 

 payment of levy by significant users of exchanges, overseas racing and the modernisation of these 

 processes.  We need to face the issue of fixtures in the current climate and the costs of providing 

 these to the betting market. 

 Costs of running racing need to be constantly challenged and with the Horsemen‘s Group we 

 will do just that.  The RCA has reduced its costs, the Levy Board is in the midst of a major re-

 structuring and the BHA held its costs to the 2008 level and I am sure will do more. 

 Whatever the result of the current terrestrial TV negotiations is, we must all surely appreciate 

 that making racing more attractive on-course and to TV viewers is at the heart of the matter.  

 Without that every TV rights negotiation will be that much more difficult until the end finally 

 comes.  Read Alan Lee on 13th January….…‖There has been too little innovation, far too little at-

 tempt to make jockeys into voices, personalitieséé..and too much resistance to finding a way to 

 turn the conventional but unfathomable Flat Pattern into something more accessible to sport watch-

 ers.ò  As REL has recognised, the customers and society‘s needs and expectations have changed 

 quite dramatically but at the same time we cannot alienate our core customer base. 

We are where we are with the Tote.  The RCA and racecourses will concentrate on one objective af-

ter the delays, uncertainty and distractions to make the Tote into a world class pool business working 

in co-operation with the Tote Board and its Executive, creating a new commercial opportunity on-

course and internationally. 
 

Last year‘s debate on ―too much racing‖ or ―too many fixtures‖ or ―quality versus quantity‖ resulted in 

some adjustments and plans for Saturdays, Bank Holidays and regional coverage.  There are 1,490 fixtures 

in 2009 compared with 1,504 in 2008.  We will continue to focus on the presentation, the branding and nar-

rative of fixtures and the absolute economics of betting fixtures as we did in last year‘s Levy negotiations 

when we ‗sold‘ four Sundays and 104 extra races for circa £10million! 
 

I am very concerned that the presentation of pictures in shops is a ‗muddle‘ and must be improved in the 

best interests of racing and betting.  It will impact the Levy and racing‘s market share.  All the players must 

work together to fix this.  When the market conditions are tough we have to put our product on the shelves 

in the most attractive way. 
 

There is, as always, much to be done.  Working in partnership we will continue to move forward.  But now 

the threat is that if we don‘t innovate and seek new initiatives our industry could be damaged and take 

longer to recover once all this madness is over.  The RCA will play its part. 
 

Despite the gloom I know that racing in 2009 will deliver excitement, fun and spectacle with its fair share 

of drama, joy and tears.  That won‘t change. 
 

Best wishes. 

 
David A Thorpe 

Chairman 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

UPDATE goes Electronic ! 

We would advise that with effect from January this year UPDATE 

is being electronically sent to those on our UPDATE Database in 

a PDF format. 

 

UPDATE is also available on our website 

www.britishracecourses.org 

Website ë Membersð Area 

The RCA website, www.britishracecourses.org contains a Members‘ Area which includes a Docu-

ment Library and a Calendar – Listing RCA upcoming meetings or events.  All racecourses re-

ceived their username and password in March last year, which you have been able to alter at your 

convenience. 

 

In order to maintain a worthwhile service please inform Lizzie Lea at 

lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk if there is anything that you would like to be added to this 

area. 

 

In addition, a Forum was introduced for members to exchange information.                               

                   Lizzie Lea 

Mark Elliott Appointed RCA Vice Chairman 

The Racecourse Association Limited (RCA) is pleased to announce the appointment, with imme-

diate effect, of Mark Elliott, Chief Executive of Arena Leisure plc, as its Vice Chairman.  David 

Thorpe, the RCA Chairman, in welcoming the appointment, said: 

 

―Mark has proved a valuable member of the RCA since his appointment in June 2007.  I, and the 

RCA Board, are delighted that he has agreed to accept the position of Vice Chairman.  His wise 

counsel and commitment will be important to us as we tackle the challenges and opportunities 

facing our members, and Racing generally, in the years ahead‖. 

http://www.britishracecourses.org
http://www.britishracecourses.org
mailto:lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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COMMUNICATIONS 

The RCA - Who We Are 

The following is a full list of the team at the Ascot office: 
 

David Thorpe (Chairman)  01344 873538   david.thorpe@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Stephen Atkin (Chief Executive)  01344 873538   stephen.atkin@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Caroline Davies (Racecourse Services Director) 01344 873536   caroline.davies@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Lance Havell (Financial Consultant – part-time) 01344 873537   lance.havell@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Valerie Larue (Promotions Administration 

Co-ordinator) 01344 625912   valerie.larue@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

Lizzie Lea (Communications Assistant) 01344 626067   lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Gloria Lewis (PA to Chairman and Chief Executive)   01344 873538   gloria.lewis@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Carla Moore (Race Planning Executive)           01344 625723   carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

John Phillips (Promotions Executive)           01344 625912   john.phillips@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Holly Robarts (Racecourse Services Co-ordinator)       01344 873536   holly.robarts@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Paul Smith (Promotions & Group Sales Co-ordinator)  01344 625912   paul.smith@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Jackie Tizzard (Finance Administration – Part-time)    01344 873537   jackie.tizzard@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Carol Walker (Administration Assistant)           01344 873536   carol.walker@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

Data & Literature Available From The RCA 

The RCA provides relevant information to 

racecourses.  The following is a list of the 

range of information available: 
 

UPDATE – an RCA produced monthly 

newsletter which details any developments 

in the areas affecting racecourses (posted 

on to www.britishracecourses.org) 
 

ALERTS – an email notice to racecourses, 

vital/urgent information 
 

RACECOURSE NEWS – a four-sided 

colour newsletter, containing editorial on 

current industry issues/activities from a 

racecourse/RCA viewpoint, racecourse 

developments/stories, posted to a wide 

distribution list, including racecourses, 

industry contacts, MPs, leading owners/

trainers/relevant jockeys and international 

racing organisations.  Produced as and 

when appropriate 

Thursday email—weekly to racecourses—

which co-ordinates all correspondence 

from RCA 

 

Attendance Data for every fixture 
 

 

 

Badges/Concessions – including lists of 

RCA, Press, NTF and JAGB metal badge 

holders and the list of Racecourse Badge 

Scheme dates 
 

Compendium of Racecourse Guidance 

Documents (Purple Folder) – on subjects 

relevant to Racecourse Administration, 

Media and Communications, Veterinary, 

Medical, Track, Employment and Person-

nel issues 
 

Contacts – contact details for all race-

courses and other racing industry bodies 
 

 

Racecourse Information – details of badge 

allocations, admission prices, stabling etc 
 

RCA Suppliers Directory – directory of 

suppliers to courses with contact details 
 

Television Coverage Schedules  
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COMMUNICATIONS 

What We Do 

The RCA is the trade association for 60 British 

racecourses, who are our customers and our 

number one priority.  Our objectives are: 

to work with racecourses to increase and 

develop new income streams 

to promote the highest professional stan-

dard in racecourse management, Health and 

Safety, medical and veterinary best practice 

To promote racecourse interests within the 

Racing Industry 

to provide information, training and sup-

port for racecourses 

Management of Racegoers Club 

Assistance with compliance with regula-

tions and BHA GIs 

 

The RCA aims to provide advice and assis-

tance on all matters concerning racecourses.  

The following indicates the most relevant  

contact(s) in each main area: 

 Admin/Finance/Insurance/VAT 

 (contact:  Lance Havell / Jackie Tizzard) 

 Attendance Data  

 (contact:  John Phillips) 

 Badges/PASS  

 (contact: Holly Robarts / Carol Walker) 

 Bookmaking/Tote  

 (contact: Stephen Atkin / Caroline  

   Davies / Holly Robarts) 

 BHA/Levy Board Policy  

 (contact: Stephen Atkin) 

 Commentators  

 (contact: Caroline Davies) 

 Press Liaison  

 (contact: Lizzie Lea / Caroline Davies) 

 Contact Database Maintenance  

 (contact: Carol Walker) 

 Fixtures  

 (contact: Stephen Atkin / Carla Moore) 

 Group Sales  

 (contact: Valerie Larue / Paul Smith) 

 BHA GIs  

 (contact: Caroline Davies / Holly  

 Robarts) 

 Medical 

 (contact: Caroline Davies / Lizzie Lea) 

 RaceTech  (contact: Stephen Atkin) 

 Safety/Security  

 (contact: Caroline Davies/Holly Robarts) 

Merit Table/Fixtures Incentives/HBLB 

7th Race Scheme/Development Fund/

Late TV payments (Carla Moore)  

 Veterinary (contact: Caroline Davies /  

 Holly Robarts) 

 PA support to Chairman and Chief 

 Executive  (contact: Gloria Lewis) 

 Promotions  

 (contact:  John Phillips) 

 Racecourse News  

 (contact: Lizzie Lea) 

 Racegoers Club  

 (contact: Valerie Larue, John Phillips or    

 Paul Smith) 

 Race Planning/Race Times/Prize 

 Money/Abandonments  

 (contact: Carla Moore ) 

 Training  

 (contact: Caroline Davies or Holly  

  Robarts) 

 UPDATE  

 (contact: Carol Walker) 

 Website – www.britishracecourses.org 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

For your information, please find below the membership of various Groups and Committees: 

RCA Medical Group 

Dr Iain McNeil    RCA - Chair 

Dr Bob Bennett   Yorkshire 

Caroline Davies    RCA 

Dr John Disney   Midlands 

Dr Lucy Free   South 

Dr Andy Mason   East Midlands 

Dr John McLaren  Scotland 

Dr Mike Murray   North West 

Lizzie Lea     RCA Secretary 

RCA Safety Group 

Caroline Davies          RCA - Chair 

Ilona Barnett               Independent Racecourses 

Darren Cook               Northern Racing 

Simon Durrant            Jockey Club Racecourses 

Steve Horlick              Independent Racecourses 

Stella Postins          Arena Leisure Plc 

Nick Russell               Independent Racecourses 

Alastair Warwick       Large Independent Racecourses 

Holly Robarts             RCA - Secretary 

RCA Technical Group 

Caroline Davies                     RCA - Chair 

Seamus Buckley                    Large Independent Racecourses 

Bob Davies                            Independent Racecourses 

Sally Iggulden                       Independent Racecourses 

Tim Long                               Northern Racing 

Anthea Morshead                 Independent Racecourses 

Jon Pullin                               Arena Leisure Plc 

Kirkland Tellwirght       Jockey Club Racecourses 

Simon Claisse                        Co-opted Member (Jockey Club Racecourses) 

Chris Stickels                         Co-opted Member (Large Independent Racecourses) 

Holly Robarts                        RCA - Secretary 

RCA Gambling Advisory Group 

Caroline Davies          RCA - Chair 

Steve Clare                 Northern Racing 

William Gorol            Scottish Racing 

Norman Gundill        Independent Racecourses 

Tim Hale                     Independent Racecourses 

Tony Lee                     Large Independent Racecourses 

John Maxse                  Jockey Club Racecourses 

Amy Starkey               Jockey Club Racecourses 

David Williams          Arena Leisure Plc 

Alastair Warwick       Co-opted Member (Large Independent Racecourses) 

Adam Waterworth     Co-opted Member (Arena Leisure Plc) 

Holly Robarts             RCA - Secretary 
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RACE PLANNING 

Membership of Race Planning/Fixture Groups 

For your information, please find below the membership of various Groups and Committees: 

 

RCA Race Planning Group (RPG) 

Carla Moore    Chair 

Jim Allen    Northern Racing 

Bill Farnsworth   Independents 

Ed Gretton    Large Independents 

James Hutchinson  Independents 

Nick Lees    Independents 

Neil Mackenzie-Ross  Arena Leisure 

Michael Prosser   Jockey Club Racecourses 

John Smee    Jockey Club Racecourses co-opted 

Ian Renton    Observer 

Lizzie Lea    RCA—Secretary 

 

The RCA Race Planning Group will next meet on Thursday 12 February. 

 

Fixture Policy Group (FPG) 

David Thorpe    Chairman 

Jim Allen    Northern Racing 

Bill Farnsworth   Independents 

Stephen Higgins   Large Independents 

David Hunter   Independents 

Ian Renton    Arena Leisure 

John Sanderson   Independents 

John Smee    Jockey Club Racecourses 

Michael Prosser   Observer Jockey Club racecourses 

Lizzie Lea    RCA—Secretary 

 

The RCA Fixture Policy Group will next meet on Thursday 22 January.       Carla Moore 

Race Times Working Party 

The Race Times Working Party will next meet on Tuesday 20 January to discuss the race times for 

April, May and June 2009.  As a reminder, I have re-circulated the draft times for that period (see 

Thursday email 8 January).  Any comments on the draft and/or recommendations should be re-

ceived by no later than Monday 19 January.           Carla Moore 

Late TV Payment 

Depending on the terms of your picture contract, the Levy Board will continue to fund Late TV 

Payments (up to £4,000 per race) for races with terrestrial TV coverage which have not previously 

been advertised in the Racing Calendar. To make a claim please fill out a Late TV Payment form 

and fax it to the RCA no later than 1 month after the fixture took place. For any queries or a copy 

of a claim form please contact Carla Moore. 

Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

2008 Prize Money Figures 

Total prize money in 2008 easily topped 

£106m, some £7.5m more than in 2007.  The 

Levy Board contributed about £56m, while 

Racecourse Executive & Sponsorship pro-

vided more than £30m in prize money.  Hats 

off to the racecourses following a difficult 

year for some (see abandonments).  The 

Owners contributed almost £16m, which sig-

nifies an increase of over £3.5m.  A full 

breakdown will be included in next month‘s 

UPDATE.         Carla Moore 

2008 Abandonments 

In 2008 a total of 83 abandonments occurred, 

compared to 84 the previous year and 51 in 

2006.  It is fair to say that the majority of the 

abandonments were due to another extremely 

wet summer which led to 57 fixtures having 

to be cancelled because of waterlogging. In 

addition 16 meetings were lost to frost and 5 

to snow during the winter months.  High 

winds caused 3 cancellations, 1 meeting was 

called off due to unsafe ground and 1 due to 

floodlight failure.       Carla Moore 

Abandonment Payments 2009 

For the year commencing 1 January 2009 the Levy Board will provide in the case of each abandon-

ment reimbursement of expenditure at the level of £10,000 per fixture.                   Carla Moore 

Notification of Abandonments 
When you are forced to abandon your meeting, Racecourse Managers are asked to provide Weath-

erbys with the exact time and date of the cancellation as soon as possible.            Carla Moore 

2009 Integrity Fee Grants 

The HBLB Board has confirmed the following Integrity Fee grants to racecourses: 
 

Photo-finish Services  £   575 per fixture 

Camera Patrol Services  £3,670 per fixture 
 

For further information, please contact Steve Haywood, Finance Director at the Levy Board on 

0207 333 0043.                 Carla Moore 

2010 Fixture List Framework 

The 2010 Fixture Framework document is currently being reviewed and should be released to 

Racecourses shortly.  Issues that need to be considered are New Year‘s Day, a blank week in Janu-

ary and a compacted week in March (the 2 weeks following the Cheltenham Festival).  The BHA 

has contacted all racecourses affected by the compacted week and has provided them with a list of 

available dates in that particular period.               Carla Moore 

Jump Race Development Group  

The Group will meet on Tuesday 13 January.  The following agenda items will be discussed: Jump 

Review 2004, Hurdle Review Group meeting notes, Bringing new Owners into the sport, Jump 

Racing Knowledge Bank and Communications.  Under matters arising will be: NH Sales update, 

relationship with DEFRA, Point-to-Point update, Pony Racing funding, Order of Merit 2008/9 and 

beyond and Welfare Communications Workshop notes. 

 

A short report of the meeting will be printed in next month‘s UPDATE. 

Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING 

Betting Patterns Working Party (BPWP) 

Claiming Races 
Please find below the details for claims made in Selling and Claiming races in 2008 as well as a 

comparison with earlier years going back to 2004.     

  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Number of Claiming/Selling races 68 65 62 68 71 81 89 77 56 53 56 57 

Claims received by telephone 89 113 84 115 132 154 187 147 154 104 113 90 

Claims from the racecourse 1 3 4 14 8 10 10 9 6 5 7 4 

Sole friendly claims – telephone 31 29 33 40 54 58 52 46 37 32 33 43 

Sole friendly claims – racecourse 0 1 4 9 4 9 7 8 4 4 4 2 

Contested telephone claims 49 70 47 61 70 78 115 82 109 52 67 38 

Of which, successful 17 19 16 21 17 20 26 21 25 9 16 10 

Hostile telephone claims horses 19 29 14 28 25 30 39 35 26 28 26 19 

Hostile telephone claims bids 45 71 42 53 68 74 100 90 103 67 65 42 

Race Planning Glossary 

An  updated  version  of  the  RCA  Race  Planning  Glossary  is  available  on  the  RCA  website 

(www.britishracecourses.org) under the header of Race Planning.  You can also find details of the cur-

rent Flat and Jump Classifications as well as the criteria for the Levy Board‘s 7th Race Schemes (Flat 

and Jump).                 Carla Moore 

Carla Moore 

The BPWP will next meet on 26 January when it will discuss among other things: abandonments/

frost covers, 2010 Fixture List, maximising levy returns given the capacity of the horse population, 

performance of Enterprise Fixtures. A short report will appear in next month‘s UPDATE. 

Carla Moore 

Totals     2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 

Number of Claiming/Selling races 803 695 707 772 678 

Claims received by telephone 1482 1524 1504 1704 1402 

Claims from the racecourse 81 119 169 285 560 

Sole friendly claims – telephone 488 496 505 517 264 

Sole friendly claims - racecourse 56 75 118 185 327 

Contested telephone claims 838 895 857 1005 1046 

Of which, successful 217 223 245 245 226 

Hostile telephone claims horses 318 316 305 343 263 

Hostile telephone claims bids 820 772 698 746 649 

http://www.britishracecourses.org/
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

Hurdles Working Group  

The British Horseracing Authority‘s Hurdles 

Working Group met just before Christmas at 

Newbury Racecourse. With representatives 

from BHA, the NTF, the PJA and the RCA, 

the Group discussed a variety of points sur-

rounding current hurdles design (i.e. both tra-

ditional timber and brush) and the statistics 

generated by racing over them.  
 

In particular, there was discussion on three 

new types of obstacle – the ‗EasyFix‘ fixed 

plastic hurdle (recently trialed at several 

Courses in Ireland), and prototypes of a rub-

ber and Astroturf hurdle – both on traditional 

frames which are still at the research and de-

velopment stage. During the discussion, and at 

a later demonstration of these new obstacles, 

the Group looked at the practicalities and 

benefits offered by each of the new designs. 

They also discussed how any approval and 

implementation process for man - made mate-

rial obstacles being used on British race-

courses would take shape moving forwards.  
 

The Group is scheduled to meet again in Feb-

ruary when further, more detailed statistics on 

the ―EasyFix‖ hurdle trial will be available for 

consideration. 

Fraser Garrity 

Bracketed Hurdles  

In light of some recent experiences, and despite it not previously being an issue since bracketed 

hurdle top bars were introduced around four years ago, the BHA Inspectorate now recommends 

that those courses with bracketed hurdles put some additional padding – secured by tape – around 

the brackets. This is to ensure that if top rails are broken, and the current padding drawn away 

from the hurdle legs, the bracket on either side does not become exposed.  

  

Contact: Richard Linley or your local Inspector of Courses  (rlinley@britishhorseracing.com)  

Owen Byrne 

Goingstick Readings 

Clerks staging turf meetings are reminded that as of 1 January 2009, it is now a requirement to 

produce two GoingStick readings, one at the pre-declarations stage and another on raceday itself, 

for each fixture scheduled at their respective racecourses. Details of this requirement are reflected 

in the recently updated BHA General Instruction 3.2.               Fraser Garrity 

New BHA Appointments 
The BHA are pleased to announce that Starter 

Sean McDonald has been appointed to the 

newly created role of Manager (Scales, Start, 

Judge) with effect from 1 January 2009.  
 

Sean will be responsible for managing and 

developing the above operational teams. He 

will also oversee their scheduling and ensure 

high levels of performance continue to be 

maintained.  
 

Sean will report to Fraser Garrity on a day-to-

day basis and will now be supported by a 

Technical Specialist appointed from existing 

members of each of the three raceday depart-

ments. The appointment process for these po-

sitions will take place very soon.  
 

As part of his role Sean will continue to offi-

ciate as a Starter at around 80 fixtures in 

2009.  
 

In addition to Sean‘s new role, Tim Newton 

has been promoted to the new position of Pro-

ject Manager, Racecourse & Operations. Tim 

relinquishes his Racing Department role with 

immediate effect and will project manage new 

initiatives stemming from the Racecourse 

Dept and the three teams now under Sean‘s 

remit.  
 

Tim‘s Racing Department work on the annual 

fixture allocation process will be taken on by 

James Savage in addition to his current role. 

         Owen Byrne  
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

Racing puts pressure on the BBC 

Paul Roy, Chairman of BHA wrote to Roger 

Mosley at the BBC on 11 December 2008 as fol-

lows: 
 

―Dear Roger 
 

I wanted to get in touch to raise with you the im-

portance to Racing and Racing people of the long 

standing relationship with the BBC.  I don‘t have 

to tell you about the great BBC moments, and peo-

ple, that are associated with the sport – the Peter 

O‘Sullevan awards lunch a few weeks ago speaks 

volumes.  There is a deep and long-standing rela-

tionship between the BBC and Racing. 
 

We understand negotiations are very much in their 

final stages, but even so we wanted to get in touch 

about Racing‘s deep sense of attachment and com-

mitment to the BBC. I trust you will understand 

that talk of any reduced coverage is a real shock to 

the sport.  Whilst we can all understand the pres-

sures, and the realities of the complex modern 

landscape, we would urge you to reconsider your 

position on reduced coverage and to invest further 

to give audiences a choice of horseracing through-

out the year rather than the limited coverage you 

have requested. 
 

You will no doubt have seen a fair amount of opin-

ion coming through the racing press, and heard 

comments made by Lord Derby and others includ-

ing MPs. This goes to show how strong a relation-

ship Racing feels it has had with the BBC over 

such a long period of time, and a reflection of how 

passionate we are about it.  The BBC has been, and 

still is, a great supporter of the sport, and we like to 

think we repay that with our support for the BBC 

and your team.   
 

Nic had very positive discussions with Dominic 

earlier in the year, at two really good meetings, 

about how the BBC felt about racing and how we 

could work together; not as part of any rights proc-

ess, as that is not our area, but as part of our overall 

fact-finding and thinking for the future of the 

sport.  As you may know they spoke last week, but 

I wanted to get in touch with you directly, to rein-

force our very strong feelings. 
 

Nic and I look forward to hearing from you on 

what is a very pressing and serious matter for all of 

us in Racing. 
 

In addition, and more for your future role, we 

would very much like to share with you our 

thoughts for Racing and 2012. 
 

Best wishes. 

 

 

Paul Roy 

Chairman, British Horseracing Authority‖ 

Sample Storage at Racecourses  
In a continued effort to maintain and improve the security/integrity of racecourses, throughout the year the 

BHA Stable Inspectors, Veterinary Officers and Veterinary Technicians undertake Audits of the sampling 

area. This has been ongoing for a number of years.  
 

As part of the audit last year they identified a recommendation to further secure the samples taken from 

horses by way of a security lock on the existing fridges. Working with the Equine Science Team they 

sourced a fridge padlock which has been trialed at Great Leighs over the last couple of months, and that ap-

pears to be working with no hassle to anyone on the racecourses.  
 

The BHA will be sending out these padlocks to all racecourses in the very near future. Each padlock will be 

supplied with a key which (as is the case now for the Sampling Unit) should be stored securely by the Clerk 

of the Course. Both the VO/VTs will also be given a copy of the key so that they can ensure the fridge is 

secure at all times when they are in the yard.  
 

The first set of padlocks will be supplied and paid for by the British Horseracing Authority, however any 

replacement keys or padlocks will need to be purchased by the racecourses. A replacement padlock will cost 

approximately $25 plus shipping.  Each padlock will have a number on it which should be stored as this is 

the number required if a replacement key is to be ordered, of course we will be storing this number but we 

ask that the racecourses also keep an audit.  
 

The company from which we bought the padlocks is called Marinelock, based in the United States: 

 http://www.marinelock.com/                Yogita Popat  

Security Operations & Projects Manager 

http://www.marinelock.com/
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RACETECH 

THE RACEGOERS CLUB 

RaceTech Rate Card 2009 

RaceTech has just published their 2009 Rate Card, for television services, PA and stalls handlers. 

A hard copy will be sent to every racecourse and it will be available to download from the Mem-

bers Area of our web site. They have done everything possible to ensure that racecourses are get-

ting the very best service at a highly competitive price and particularly in the area of stalls han-

dling teams, where we have substantially subsidised the price to assist racecourses in the difficult 

financial climate. If you have any queries or would like to discuss anything specific, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. 

Catherine Pullan 

Stalls Handler Team Sponsorship goes Live! 

We are delighted to report  that the Turf TV sponsorship of the stalls handling teams attending 

RUK courses has now gone live and the team is wearing Turf TV livery clothing for all AW meet-

ings at Kempton. This will extend to all turf meetings at RUK affiliated courses as the season pro-

gresses and the benefits of this deal have been passed on to racecourses in the form of subsidised 

service charges. We firmly believe that this sponsorship ―property‖ will reap real rewards for the 

sponsor and we will continue to develop innovative and creative programmes to attract sponsors to 

our sport.  

Catherine Pullan 

Making the Most of your CCTV? 

RaceTech has been encouraging racecourses to think more carefully about the CCTV service that 

operates on raceday. It is such a powerful tool for educating, guiding and informing race-goers, who 

may or may not be experienced in the racing process and we would urge you to take a few minutes 

to really maximise the value that you get from the service. Everyone watches TV, so we know what 

a forceful medium it is and you have the ability to control the content and branding, for both your 

racecourse and your sponsors. To assist you, we have produced a short DVD of sample adverts, 

branding formats and some ideas for you to ponder – if you would like a copy, please contact me 

and we can send it to you. If you would like a short presentation on how to revolutionise your 

―racecourse TV‖, without breaking the bank or needing to be a technical guru (that‘s what we are 

there for), please give me a ring and we can arrange to meet. It doesn‘t cost a fortune, but you all 

have TVs on course that are your marketing tools to use to get your messages across – be that bet-

ting information, awayday racing, sponsor branding or even just your own mark on the day. 

Catherine Pullan 

2009 Voucher Books 

In December we sent a copy of the 2009 voucher book to every Racecourse Manager. If you did 

not receive one please let me know. Please, as usual, ensure gatestaff are briefed to accept the 

vouchers on the specified dates. Thank you once again for your continued support.  

                 John Phillips 
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THE RACEGOERS CLUB 

Changes to the Committee 

At the Club‘s AGM in November a number of changes to the Committee were approved. After 

many years of valued service Edward Gillespie has stepped down to be replaced by Nick Blofeld. 

Club member Jayne Holloway has been replaced by Dave Hern, and Stephen Atkin relinquished 

the Chairmanship, replaced by John Phillips. 

 

The Committee now stands as follows:  

John Phillips  (Chairman) 

Phil Bell   (Fontwell Park) 

Nick Blofeld  (Epsom Downs) 

Roger Easterby  (Tote) 

Dave Hern   (Club member) 

Kate Hills   (Arena Leisure) 

Paul Mathieu  (Club member) 

Bob Stapylton  (Club member)   

Tanya Stevenson (Channel 4 Racing) 

 

The next meeting of the Committee will take place on Monday 16 February.  

John Phillips 

PROMOTIONS 

Daily Mail / Mail On Sunday ï2-for-1ð Offer 

In December we emailed all Racecourse Managers with Sunday fixtures from February 2009 on-

wards regarding participation in this ‗2-for-1‘ offer. The offer launched on 2 January and is also on 

the Daily Mail‘s website here: www.dailymail.co.uk/promotions. 

 

If you did not respond but wish to be included when the offer next features in the paper, please 

contact me.                John Phillips 

Racecourse Leaflets 

In December we contacted racecourses asking for a supply of your leaflets or literature detailing 

fixtures, prices and group rates for 2009. We have received a supply from less than 30 courses so 

far. As racegoers are contacting us asking for information now, and we wish to send on leaflets to 

previous customers, please send us your 2009 racecourse information as soon as possible.  

                    Paul Smith 

Group Sales 

In 2008 we received 247 bookings valued at £130,404.  

Paul Smith 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/promotions
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PROMOTIONS 

British Horseracing Call Centre  

The Racecourse Association fulfils the function of the BHA‘s call centre, taking telephone book-

ings and processing all web bookings. Below are the ticket sales dealt with in 2008 along with the 

equivalent sales from 2007. The large increase in orders and tickets for December is due to a pro-

motion for free tickets at Musselburgh on 1 February and another for ½ price tickets to Ascot on 17 

January.  The fact that the tickets are free and half price accounts for the drop in value of bookings 

for that month.                  John Phillips 

  2008 2007 

Month Orders Tickets Value Courses Orders Tickets Value Courses 

January 183 718 £21,018 30 214 802 £23,421 26 

February 248 1,011 £26,554 32 243 963 £23,050 29 

March 277 1,029 £24,767 37 253 1,130 £25,468 36 

April 212 1,047 £21,902 42 340 1,454 £31,795 44 

May 210 1,131 £22,757 37 369 1,943 £43,958 37 

June 257 1,034 £23,623 31 597 2,610 £41,486 35 

July 194 842 £18,519 33 739 3,173 £47,332 37 

August 158 655 £15,297 31 253 1,179 £22,128 42 

September 79 287 £5,260 25 146 642 £12,421 26 

October 91 571 £10,608 24 144 738 £15,067 32 

November 103 441 £9,193 23 151 627 £16,513 21 

December 298 1,166 £13,338 31 185 588 £17,824 29 

TOTAL 2,310 9,932 £212,836   3,634 15,849 £320,463   

  (-36.4%) (-37.3%) (-33.6%)            
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TRAINING 

TECHNICAL 

There will be three one day refresher courses run by Dr Bob Bennett on the following dates in 2009: 
 

Saturday 4 April 2009 

Saturday 18 July 2009 

Saturday 10 October 2009 
 

These courses will be held at Uttoxeter Racecourse.  To book a place or for further details, please 

contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

RMO One Day Refresher Training Courses 2009 

RMO Training Courses 2009 

The Racing and Equestrian Medical Officers course run by Dr Bennett has received full approval 

from the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 
 

In order to comply with the requirements of BHAGI 11.1 para 1, RMOs must undertake training 

every three years (or 4 for ATLS).  Courses are scheduled to be held on 28 February—1 March 

2009, 9—10 May 2009 and 19—20 September 2009 at Chorley and 4-5 July 2009 at Newmarket.  

To book a place, please contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

Racecourse Groundsmen Courses 

Advanced Course:     York Racecourse                    15 - 20 February 2009 

Foundation Course:   Cheltenham Racecourse       19 - 24 April 2009 

 

There are places available on the above courses.  For information please contact Chris Costello at 

the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton Mill, Mil-

ton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Telephone: 01908 312511, e-mail: iog@iog.org 

Neil Wyatt Groundstaff Awards 

The RCA has contacted racecourses to invite them to submit nominations for their groundstaff 

team for the 2008 Neil Wyatt Groundstaff Award.  As in previous years there are three awards for 

Groundstaff at the racecourses judged to be the best Flat, Jump and Dual Purpose tracks. 

 

As in previous years, a standard submission form has been compiled and approved by the RCA 

Technical Group and has been distributed to all Clerks of the Course.  Whilst all racecourses will 

come under consideration, racecourses are invited to inform the panel of any significant work or 

training achievements which they believe deserve recognition in the form of an award.  The judg-

ing is due to take place in January by a panel including representatives of the NTF, Professional 

Jockey‘s Association and Racecourse Inspectorate, and the results will be announced following 

the meeting. 

 

Unfortunately, the Tote has decided not to support the awards for 2008.  We are in the process of 

seeking a new sponsor, and are therefore not able to confirm any prizes at this stage.  

Holly Robarts 

mailto:iog@iog.org
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TECHNICAL 

BHA General Instructions 

Below is a list of all BHA General Instructions which have been issued in electronic format only: 

BHA General Instruction 3.2 

Reissued 22 December 2008, effective from         

1 January 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 3.5 

Reissued 22 December 2008, effective from        

1 January 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 11 

Reissued 30 September 2008, effective 17 Octo-

ber 2008 (Jump) and 1 January 2009 (Flat) 

  

BHA General Instruction 12.1, Annex B 

Reissued 23 December 2008, effective from        

1 January 2009 

  

Racecourses are asked to check their BHA GI Folders and ensure that they have the most up to 

date copies of these Instructions.  If you require further copies of any of these, please contact the 

BHA or RCA. 

 

The RCA will include a note of all updates to the BHA General Instructions in Update as appro-

priate to ensure racecourses are aware of these. 

Holly Robarts 

Amendment to BHAGI 12.2 

It has been proposed that Paragraph 1 of BHA General Instruction 12.2 is to be amended to state 

―In the exceptional circumstances where the above vehicles and their crews are not on the 

course for any reason, racing may only proceed if a suitable alternative is in place. This alterna-

tive must be; selected from a list of vehicles with contact information previously specified in the 

Veterinary Standing Orders, be a trailer with ramps both front and back,  roadworthy such as to 

allow transport of horses to the designated referral centres, be acceptable to the Senior Veteri-

nary Surgeon (SVS) as adequately staffed, safe and effective for the purpose in the context of 

the specification in Annex A,  and be in place before racing can commence. The SVS shall in-

form the Veterinary Officer if such an alternative vehicle is to be used.ò 

  

Racecourses are advised that, if they wish to plan for this contingency, to involve their Senior Vet-

erinary Surgeon, source suitable alternative vehicles and place details of these and contact infor-

mation in the Veterinary Standing Orders ahead of any possible use of an alternative ambulance. 

  

Internal guidance provided by the BHA to their Veterinary Officers will also be updated to reflect 

this amendment.              

 

This change is currently going through the relevant BHA review process, and the revised Instruc-

tion will be issued to racecourses when this has been completed.          Holly Robarts 
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TECHNICAL 

Going Updates on the Racing Administration Internet Site 

Racecourses now have the ability to update their going reports via the Racing Administration Website.  

This facility can be accessed via the Green Button on the first page of the website marked ‗Remote 

Going Updates‘. 
 

The updated going reports will be supplied immediately to various media outlets and will be displayed 

on the Racing Administration Website and the BHA Website.  Full details of this process were pro-

vided to all racecourses by E-mail on 3 January 2009, and are further outlined below for information. 
 

Going: Your main going report should be entered in this box, but without the GoingStick reading  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A pick list of the main going terminology is provided in a drop-down box on the right hand side and 

selecting text from this list will copy it in to the box on the left.  Alternatively, you can just type di-

rectly into the left hand box. 
 

GoingStick: Your GoingStick reading should be entered in this box.  The day and time that the read-

ing was taken should be entered using the drop down boxes to the right. 
 

(GoingStick: on at )  
 

Stalls: You should enter the positioning of the Starting Stalls in this box. 

Rail Movements: You should describe any dolling out or other rail movements in this box. 

Weather: This box is for any weather related information.  Please ensure that you use the word 

‗forecast‘ when describing anticipated weather conditions. 

Watering: Use this box to indicate watering that has taken place, is occurring or is planned. 

Inspections: It is important that notice of any inspection is entered in this box and not in the general 

‗Going‘ box, as details are supplied separately to the Press.  However, ‗Racing goes ahead‘ fits more 

appropriately in the ‗Going‘ box. 

Other: This box is for any information that does not appropriately fit in any of the other boxes. 
 

Once you have completed your input, you should click on the ‗Update‘ button. This will then generate 

a page which will enable you to check what you have input before submitting it, by clicking the 

‗Update text‘ button.  If you just wish to confirm that the current going report is correct, simply click-

ing on the ‗Update‘ button without changing the content of any of the boxes will cause the Racing Ad-

ministration site to show the report in blue, as ‗Confirmed‘. 
 

All Clerks of the Course will automatically be given access to this new facility, and this should al-

ready be in place for all those with race meetings up to 31 January 2009.  These courses will have 

been contacted by Weatherbys by telephone. 
 

If you would like to delegate authority to another member of staff, please contact Pauline Osborne of 

Weatherbys (posborne@weatherbys.co.uk) who will arrange for access to be granted. 
 

The Weatherbys Going Line (01933 270083) will remain available to allow racecourses to in-

form Weatherbys of abandonments and to update going reports. 
 

Any racecourses requiring further information regarding the facility to update their going reports on 

the Racing Administration website should contact Pauline Osborne at Weatherbys. 

 Going 

 

mailto:posborne@weatherbys.co.uk
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TECHNICAL 

Weather Report 

Below is a summary of the November 2008 

Weather Report (for England and Wales) 

from the Environment Agency. 

 

November‘s rainfall was near average across 

England and Wales overall, although parts of 

eastern England and the south east received 

above average totals. Rainfall was well be-

low average across parts of the north and 

west of England and north Wales. Soil mois-

ture deficits (SMDs) decreased across all our 

regions, particularly the three regions in 

south east England. Monthly mean river 

flows for November were normal or higher at 

all the indicator sites across England and 

Wales, and five sites were notably high for 

the time of year. Groundwater levels in-

creased at two thirds of the indicator sites. At 

the end of November, levels at all sites were 

normal or higher for the time of year. Reser-

voir stocks increased significantly in our 

Southern and Anglian Regions during No-

vember but decreased in our North East Re-

gion. At the end of the month, stocks in all 

but one of the reservoirs and reservoir groups 

were normal or higher for the time of year.  

 

Rainfall: The start of November was wet 

with particularly high rainfall totals across all 

regions during the second week. The latter 

half of the month was much drier and more 

settled. Although much of England and 

Wales received near average rainfall, parts of 

eastern and southern England received more 

than 130% of the monthly long term average 

(LTA). By contrast, parts of northern and 

western England and north Wales received 

less than 70% of the LTA. Overall, England 

and Wales received 98% of the LTA rainfall 

during November, marking the end of an 

eight month spell of above average rainfall.  

Soil Moisture Deficit: Soil moisture deficits 

(SMDs) decreased by between 25mm and 

35mm in our Anglian, Thames and Southern 

Regions during the month. Elsewhere, SMDs 

were already low and only decreased very 

modestly. Low SMDs represent wet soil con-

ditions that might typically be expected at 

this time of year.  

River Flows: Monthly mean flows for No-

vember were higher than normal for the time 

of year at the majority of indicator sites 

across eastern and south east England. Else-

where, flows were within the normal range. 

November saw a general reduction in the 

very high flows experienced during October 

across north west England and north Wales.  

Groundwater Levels: Groundwater levels 

increased at two thirds of the updated indica-

tor sites, in response to recharge reaching the 

water table. Levels at more than half of all 

sites were above normal or higher, including 

three exceptionally high sites in the sandstone 

of north west England.  

Reservoir Stocks: Reservoir stocks de-

creased by up to 7% in four of our regions 

and increased by up to 12% in the remaining 

regions. At the end of the month, stocks re-

main lowest in our Southern Region (80%). 

Clywedog Reservoir in our Midlands Region 

was below normal for the time of year after 

being drawn down for flood storage purposes 

during October. At the end of the month, 

stocks in three quarters of reservoirs or reser-

voir groups were at approximately 90% or 

higher. Overall reservoir stocks for England 

and Wales decreased by 1% to 93%.  
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BADGES & PASS 

FOR  SALE 

Retraining of Racehorses 
Further to the publication of the Retraining Of 

Racehorses (RoR) 2007 Report and Accounts, the 

RCA has been informed that the Trustees of RoR 

have decided unanimously that the donation of 

£2.5 million received from Trinity Mirror under 

the terms of sale of the Racing Post be treated as 

core capital, but that the related income could be 

distributed fully. 
 

Retraining of Racehorses has also reported that 

their budget plans for 2009 are being affected by 

the general economic situation.  Caution regarding 

the performance of the stock market during 2008 

has led the Trustees to decide to keep the majority 

of its assets in cash.  However, the forecast of fu-

ture income from this source has had to be ad-

justed sharply downwards in response to the recent 

reductions in interest rates.  2009 will therefore be 

a year of prudent expenditure, with efforts con-

tinuing to be focused on promoting the suitability 

of ex-racehorses for the alternative equestrian 

sport and leisure market and on supporting the 

four leading charitable ex-racehorse rehabilitation 

centres. 
 

Retraining of Racehorses is clear that its remit is 

limited to Thoroughbreds that have raced and/or 

been in training.  However, RoR shares the Indus-

try‘s concerns regarding the results of this year‘s 

sales of unraced stock and has relayed this disquiet 

to the BHA Chief Executive with a suggestion that 

all interested parties should be brought together to 

consider the likely consequences.  Additionally, it 

is conceivable that the general economic situation 

will affect on the number of horses kept in train-

ing, which would have a direct impact on RoR. 

Badge Posters 

8 copies of the large poster and 4 copies of the A4 sized poster for 2009 have been sent to all race-

courses.  Extra copies and electronic copies are available on request.           Holly Robarts  

RCA and Press Badge Lists 

Copies of the lists of 2009 RCA and Press 

Badges holders are available on request.  

             Holly Robarts 

Missing Badges 

Press: 360, 460, 549  Officials: 63, 145 

RCA: 983, 984   PJA: 18, 19, 105, 106, 218 

We are pleased to advise that the PASS charge for 2009 remains unchanged at £65 per meeting. 

PASS Charge for 2009 

TurfTrax have two John Deere TX Turf Gator's For Sale 

The first Gator is in very good condition, less than 

18 months old, has been used for 103 hours and 

has an 8.2kW petrol engine. Offers around £4,250 

plus vat. 

 

The second Gator is in good condition, 4-5 years 

old, has been used for 680 hours and has a 6kW 

petrol engine. Offers around £3,000 plus vat. 

 

Please contact: Mike Maher at TurfTrax with any 

enquiries: Tel: 01234 821750. 

 

TECHNICAL 
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SOCIAL INTERCOURSE 

Spotlight On éééééé. 

David Thorpe 

Chairman - RCA 

Age 
60 this year.  20 years ago used to                                                                            

be likened to David Gower - sadly now it's Michael Winner!! 

Marital Status/         

Children/Pets 

Married to Sheila, 2 daughters, 4 grandchildren, 2 dogs, a conglomerate of 

horses and between 4 and 12 chickens, depending on the fox! 

Previous Career(s) 
Local Government Accountant, Computer salesman, IT Industry Executive and 

now with a portfolio of Chairman and Non-exec. Directorships. 

Worst Bit About      

Your Job 

Annual Levy Board negotiations.                                                                        

Being based in Ascot - one of the most difficult places to get to from anywhere.  

Cold salmon which seems to appear at nearly every racecourse buffet lunch. 

Best Racing               

Experience(s) 

Watching the Gold Cup and the atmosphere in the crowd.                              

First bred and owner winner - Won More Night - in a bumper - ok not the Gold 

Cup but an amazing feeling.                                                                                 

The steak and kidney pie in the Royal Box at Cheltenham. 

Worst Racing             

Experience 

Abandonments.  They are so disappointing to so many people.                        

Seeing John McCririck on Big Brother.                                                             

Turning down a share in Lady Rebecca. 

Racing Hero 

Every jockey who has ever won the Grand National and jockeys generally.  Fred 

Rimell - first got interested in racing as a 13 year old paper boy delivering the 

Sporting Life to the Kinnersley yard. 

Most Fanciable Racing 

Personality 
Yvonne - Tote lady.  Known her for many years and always looks after me. 

Hobbies 
Racing!  My little unsuccessful stud, shooting, walking, the grandchildren and 

the occasional glass of wine. 

Favourite Film & TV 

Bridge over the River Kwai because it reminds me of my father-in-law who ar-

gued every Christmas it was shown, that the bridge was built wrongly.  Also all 

Carry On films - so un-pc but so funny.   The West Wing and Spooks on TV. 

Favourite Holiday    

Destination 
Italy - Tuscany and Puglia 

Current Wheels 
Mercedes Benz E series and old Bentley Turbo R which doesn't get used much 

as Sheila hates it. 

One Wish To Improve 

The Industry 

It has been said so many times - a new branding and narrative to attract new 

supporters to racing and make it accessible to new audiences. 
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RACING REGISTER 

Free to use, Racing Register is an events diary maintained by Sportsguide Limited on behalf of the rac-

ing industry. Any organisation planning a press day, product launch or open day etc., involving racing 

professionals and the media can contact Racing Register to register their event and be advised of any 

potential date clashes. 

 

The following are highlights for January, February and March 2009.  

For further details regarding specific dates please e-mail: events@racingregister.co.uk or contact Lynn 

Payne at Sportsguide Limited on 01344 774322. 

 
January  
15 Thursday    Dubai International Racing Carnival, Nad Al Sheba, UAE 

21 Wednesday    Geoffs Sale, Dundalk National Hunt Breeze Up   Sale 

22 Thursday    Dubai International Racing Carnival, Nad Al Sheba, UAE 

24 Saturday                   National Hunt Breeze Up Sale, Cheltenham 

27 Tues - 29 Thurs        DBS January Sales. Flat and NH Horses in Training,  

                                      National Hunt Breeding Stock 

29 Thursday                  Dubai International Racing Carnival, Nad Al Sheba UAE 

 

February 

3 Tuesday                Tattersalls Ireland Sale. National Hunt and Horses in and out of training 

5 Thursday       Dubai International Racing Carnival, Nad Al Sheba, UAE 

5 Thurs – 6 Fri        Tattersalls February Sale. Breeding stock fillies/horses in training and yearlings 

6 Friday   Dubai International Racing Carnival, Nad Al Sheba, UAE 

8 Sunday   Fasig Tipton Mixed Winter Sale – Lexington Kentucky 

9 Mon – 13 Fri  Geoffs February Sale 

10 Tuesday   Johns Smith‘s Grand National Weights Lunch 

14 Saturday  totesport Trophy Hurdle, Newbury 

12 Thursday  Dubai International Racing Carnival, Nad Al Sheba, UAE 

17 Tuesday   BHA Stud and Stable Staff Awards, Jumeirah Carlton Tower, London 

19 Thursday  Dubai International Racing Carnival. Nad Al Sheba, UAE 

20 Friday   Dubai International Racing Carnival, Nad Al Sheba, UAE 

21 Saturday  Racing Post Chase, Kempton 

23 Monday   BHA Annual Conference, QE2 Conference Centre 

26 Thursday  Dubai International Racing Carnival, Nad Al Sheba, UAE 

    Cheltenham Festival Preview Night, Exeter Racecourse  

 

March 

3 Tuesday   Betview Awards – Dorchester Hotel, London 

    Fasig Tipton Breeze Up Sale – Miami, Florida 

5 Thursday   Dubai International Racing Carnival, Nad Al Sheba, UAE 

6 Friday   Official Festival Preview Night, Cheltenham  

    Geoffs Breeze Up Sale  - Kempton 

10 Tues – 13 Fri  Cheltenham Festival (Smurfit Kappa Champion Hurdle Day) 

11 Wednesday  Cheltenham Festival (Seasons Holidays Queen Mother Champion Chase Day) 

12 Thursday  Cheltenham Festival (Ladbroke World Hurdle Day) 

13 Friday   Cheltenham Festival (totesport Gold Cup Day) 

14 Saturday  John Smith‘s Midlands Grand National, Uttoxeter 

18 Wednesday  Press Lunch, Pontefract 

28 Saturday  Dubai World Cup, Nad Al Sheba, UAE 

    William Hill Lincoln Handicap, Doncaster 

mailto:events@racingregister.com
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DIARY DATES 

            

     16 January  RaceTech Audit Committee 

     20 January  BHA Race Times Committee 

     21 January  RCA Gambling Advisory Group 

     22 January  Fixture Policy Group 

     27 January  BHA Racing Committee 

     28 January  RaceTech Board 

     29 January  REL Board 

     29 January  RCA Safety Group 

     30 January  RCA Medical & Technical Group 

     30 January  RCA Technical Group 

 

       2 February BHA Health & Safety Committee 

       5 February RCA Board 

       5 February Pony Racing Authority 

 

CONTRIBUTORS’ CONTACT LIST 

    

  

 Byrne, Owen   0207 189 3863  obyrne@britishhorseracing.com 

 Davies, Caroline   01344-873536 caroline.davies@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Garrity, Fraser   0207 189 3852 fgarrity@britishhorseracing.com  

 Haywood, Steve   0207 333 0043 steve.haywood@hblb.org.uk  

 Larue, Valerie   01344-625912 valerie.larue@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Lea, Lizzie    01344-626067 lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Moore, Carla   01344-625723 carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Payne, Lynn   01344-774322 lynn@sportsguidelimited.com  

 Phillips, John   01344-626067 john.phillips@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Popat, Yogita   020 7189 3875   ypopat@britishhorseracing.com  

 Pullan, Catherine   0208 947 3333  cpullan@racetech.co.uk  

 Robarts, Holly   01344-873536 holly.robarts@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Smith, Paul    01344-625912 paul.smith@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Walker, Carol   01344-873536 carol.walker@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

          

                EDITOR: Carol Walker 

The Racecourse Association Ltd   

Winkfield Road 

Ascot 

Berkshire 

SL5 7HX 

 

UPDATE is also available on our website: 

www.britishracecourses.org  

 

 

http://www.britishracecourses.org

