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NEIL WYATT GROUNDSTAFF AWARDS

The winners of the much coveted 2008 Neil Wyatt Racecourse Groundstaff Awards have been ar
nounced. It is encouraging for all the groundstaff in the Industry that their work gets recognition
via the Groundstaff Awards, and the RCA are very grateful to the sponsors for their support.

Award Winner Sponsor
Dual Purpose Racecourse Doncaster Racecourse William Hill
Flat Racecourse Salisbury Racecourse Turf TV
Jump Racecourse Aintree Racecourse Duralock Fencing Systems

The Committee also agreddo special recognitionawards for
2008. The first went toDanny Smith of Goodwood Racecourse,
who is retiring in 2009 after 42 years service at the course. The
second was given to the groundstaff teanCheltenham Race-

: course for their excellent achievements at the 2008 Cheltenham
CONTENTS Festival, and their endeavours to ensure that all races could be
staged, despite the abandonment of one day due to high winds.

Neil Wyatt Groundstaff

Awards 1

Race Planning  2-6 Judging of the awards took place on Tuesday 20 January 2009 and

Attendance 79 the panel comprised of representatives of the National Trainers

Promotions 9 Federation and Professional Jo.

ga‘fgoers Club 1811 from the BHA Course Inspectorsthe Awards, organised by the

RaceTech 12-13 Racecourse Association, are in their thirteenth year.

Communications 13

Press 13 Richard Linl ey, Senior BHA 1Insp

Technical 14-16 couraging that each year it gets more difficult to select win-

l\sﬂfgitgal g ners. 2008 was a particularly difficult year for many racecourses

Training 1819 due to the high rainfall.o

Badges & Pass 20

Miscellaneous ~ 20-21 Rupert Arnold from the National

Social Intercourse 22 winners of these awards have demonstrated outstanding standards

g;‘i‘;‘%gﬁg'smr 32 in the condition of the racing surface and general racecourse main-

Contributors List 24 tenance and the NTF is delighte
Clare Hazell from the Professional Jockeysbo

tracks work tirelessly to provide the best ground possible which is always well maintained, consis-
tent and safeThey also demonstrate the important quality of openness with all racing profession-
als and the ability to correct things when necessaogkeys appreciate the effort of these unsung
heroes and feel it fitting that t helglyRobads r ec
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2010 Fixture List

Framework: All Racecourses will receive the They can only be bid for during the bidding proc-
initial Framework for the 2010 Fixture List next ess, which commences in June. You are there-
week following the BHAGdose advisad rat toManeunde rygur iotentiod ®
February. bid for a BHA fixture on the dedicated website.

Fixture Market: The RCA will again make | il administer the site and therefore any . re-

availabl e a ~page on '_tq%et¥"e§?1(§ul'dt Be Cdi?el:téde‘io OnE 1 %t ur
Mar ket o. This is basi %a"fllj.nllobfre@F’acec&#s@a@sbc’iaﬁbﬂ.conhé%-u S €

where Racecourse can advertise their wi.shes. tophone: 01344 625 723.
swap/move, sell, lease or even buy (acquire) fix- gnterprise Fixtures: The RCA Executive in-

tures. ~The RCA website address is (onqstg ask the Levy Board for integrity funding
www.britishracecourses.o@nd you can find the ¢, Entengrise Fixtures in 2010.
I

dedicated page undel ORAL EduRd Medifig: TRERCK Wilf FgirP
Fixture Market. ise an annual fixtures meeting at the beginning of
If you wish to enquire about a fixture you can April to mark the start of the 2010 fixture proc-
click on the racecourse, which will provide you ess. A date and venue in London will be con-
with the contact details. The RCA would like to firmed as soon as possible. Carla Moore
point out that BHA fixtures cannot be acquired.

2008 Prize Money

Total prize money increased to record levels in 2008, as confirmed in the table below:
Total Prize MoneyT By Source

2006 2007 2008

(Em) (Em) (Em)
HBLB 62.1 53.4 56.1
Racecourse Executive 9.3 12.3 15.2
Sponsors 18.0 17.4 15.2
Owners 12.1 13.1 16.9
Development Fund 0.7 1.4 1.8
Divided Race Fund 0.9 0.8 0.8
TOTAL 103.1 98.4 106.0

This arose primarily as a result of increases to:

e Levy Board contribution$ A greater than originally forecast levy yield facilitated an increase
in the Levy Boardés main prize fund to the
2008, representing an increased contribution of £6.7m.

e Racecourse Executive contributiorRacecourses deserve much credit for increasing their con-
tribution to prize money by over £3m, with the largest increase achieved by Cheltenham
(E650K).

e Own er sibAs well asstotal fees increasing as a result of the additional races, a number of
racecourses increased their entry stakes towards the maximum permitted by General Instruction
2.2.

The division of prize money between Flat and J
share has increased slightly in line with the expansion of the Flat fixture list.

Total Prize Moneyi By Code

2006 2007 2008

(Em) (Em) (Em)
Flat 66.2 (64.2%) 63.1(64.1%)  68.7 (64.8%)
Jump 36.9 (35.8%) 35.3(35.9%)  37.3 (35.2%)
TOTAL 103.1 98.4 106.0

Carla Moore


http://www.britishracecourses.org/
mailto:carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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Competitive Racing Statistics

Attachedfor information is the latest set of racing statistics. Points of note, where the increase/
decrease between the two study periods are marked, are as follows:

Annual: 20077 2008 (2006 2007)

Flat:

o Sellers (up nearly 12% with 29 more) and Claimers (up 24% with 64 more) increased notably,
although the field sizes of Claimers decreased 14% on the previous year.

o Classified/Banded field sizes were over 10% down on the previous year.

Quarter: October 2008- December 2008 (October 2007December 2007)

Flat :

o There were 14 fewer Classified/ Banded St ak
crease.

Month: December 2008 (December 2007)

Flat :

o There were 27 more handicaps in Dec 08 than 07 (over 16%).
o Seller and Claimer field sizes increased by over 14%.

Jump :
o There were 45 fewer races run in Dec 08 than 07, due largely to there being 3 more-abandon
ments in 08 than 07.
Carla Moore

Betting Patterns Working Party

The BPWP met on 26 January and the action points from that meeting are as follows:

Horse Population and Levy Generation
o To provide further data relating to horse j
o To examine the effect of reducing the minimum for Divided races from 20 and the realloca

tion of any additional races by month and session.

Enterprise Fixtures:

o To liaise with Patrick Nixon over 11.5% margin figure used in calculation of value of-Enter
prise fixtures and if the figure is amended to produce revised figures.

o To advise Patrick Nixon of the Bookmakers Committee of equivalent fixtures held in 2007
without the Enterprise fixtures and to ask Patrick to provide data on fixtures for comparison
against 2008 data.

o To provide data to Patrick Nixon on 2007 equivalent fixtures.

Frost Covers

o To provide thecost to put the covers down (taking into account size of the track).

o Calculate the percentage chance of success if using the covers, with this varying depending
on factors such as how cold it is.

o Calculate Levy generation if a fixture is saved.

Carla Moore
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RCA Race Planning Group

The Group meets on 12 February and the following topics will form part of the Agenda. David Brad-
shaw, the HBLB Racing Director will also attend the meeting.

2010 Fixture List

Fixtures Incentive Scheme

Abandonment/R&cheduling Process

Betting Patterns Working Party Update

Parades / Ponying to the Start

Novice Races on the Flat

Effects of the Recession Carla Moore

European Pattern Committee (EPC) Report

The EPC held its 2009 annual meeting in Copenhagen danl@ary. A summary of the agreements
reached are as follows:

Applications for change:

Great Britain

Bahrain Trophy Upgraded from Listed to Group 3
Supreme Stakes Change of date to 30 August
Strensall To be staged at the Ebor meeting in 2009
France

Jean de Romanet Upgraded to Group 1

Prix Imprudence Upgraded to Group 3

Prix Lieurey Upgraded to Group 3

Ireland

Dance Design Stakes Upgraded to Group 3

Diamond Stakes Upgraded to Group 3

Italy

Derby Italiano Downgraded to Group 2
Scandinavia

Taby Open Sprint Championship Downgraded to Listed

Other minor changes of dates and racecourse switches, involving overseas countries were also con-
sidered at the meeting.

Possible Downgrades in 2010 Germany  Diana Trial

Listed Races:Each country took the commit- In summary, Britain will stage 153 Listed races
tee through the detail of their respective Listed in 2009 (154 programmed in 2008).

races. Much progress had been made in recent,
years with regard to the quality control mecha-
nisms in place in each country and the strength
of the European Listed race programme had y
improved significantly over the past 5 years.
New parameters for Listed contests will be
published in the 2009 European Pattern book,
which bring them into line with those used in
Great Britain and Ireland and which will now
therefore apply to all countries.

The Masaka has been downgraded.

The Henry Gee has been downgraded.

A new 10 furlong 4 year olds + race
called the Winter Open has been sched
uled for Great Leighs on 5 February (to
be run at Lingfield Park in 2009).

A new 8 furlong 2 year old Listed race
called The Ascendant will be run at
Haydock on 5 September.

4
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RACE PLANNING
/Contd... European Pattern Committee (EPC) Report

Summary of Listed Race Changes for 2009:

Epsom Downs Fortune- 7 furlongs- 3yo+- 10 September 2009
Change of date to 16 September, distance to 8 furlongs and racecourse to
Sandown Park

Goodwood Festival- 10 furlongs- 4yo+- 21 May 2009
Change of date to 25 May 2009

Stardom- 8 furlongs- 2yo - 12 September 2009

Change of date to 8 September 2009 and distance to 7 furlongs
Haydock Park Cecll Frail- 6 furlongs- 3yo+f- 30 May 2009

Change of date to 23 May 2009

Pinnacle- 11% furlongs 4yo+ f- 23 May 2009
Change of date to 30 May 2009

Achilles- 5 furlongs- 3yo+- 3 June 2009
Transfer from Kempton Park to Haydock Park and change of date to 30 May 2009

Newbury Rose Bowl 6 furlongs- 2yo- 2 July 2009
Change of date to 17 or 18 July 2009

Rescheduling of Abandoned Pattern Races: was encouraged by the progress that had been
Following the abandonment of York in 2008 and made in a relatively short timescal®ather than

a couple of major meetings in Ireland the commit- bringing further direct pressure to bear, it was
tee discussed the possibility of introducing a for- suggested that the matter should be discussed by
mal Ground Rule to govern the rescheduling of the IFHA Executive Council and IRPAC.

Pattern races lost due to bad weather. It settled onProcedure for Eliminating Runners from Pat-
having an informal understanding that races could tern and Listed Races:Each member country

be rescheduled within one week of the original was asked to clarify the methods used to eliminate
date without consultation with the other countries. runners from blackype races that are oversub-
However, any plans to stage a race more than onescribed. Most countries eliminate by ratings,
week later would require discussion with the EPC apart from Italy and Scandinavia, with the former
members. using prize money earned. Those countries that do
Italian Racing: Following the strike which meant n ot currently wuse a rati.|
that no racing was staged in Italy for a month in to consider adopting that approach.

the autumn of 2008, the Italian delegates informed Penalties in Black Type Race in the Interna-

the committee that a new structure was in place attional Cataloguing Standards Book: The com-
UNIRE which was more streamlined than previ- mittee was reminded that at the meeting of the
ously, involving people with a racing background. International Grading and Race Planning Advi-
It was intended that there would be a 10% reduc- sory Committee (IRPAC) on 4 October 2008, an
tion in the number of races staged in Italy per year international rule was established for the assign-
over the next 3 years which it was hoped would ment of weight penalties/allowances and interpre-
produce a worthwhile increase in prize money and tation of other race conditions related to winning
quality. Group or Listed races for international runners.
Raceday Medication: The committee discussed The rule should be fairer for horses that have pre-
the proposal arising from the Asian Racing Fed- viously competed in countries that do not have
eration Executive Council that blat{pe races races in Part | of the International Cataloguing
that were run under rules that permitted raceday Standards (ICS) publication. There are some mi-
medication should be stripped of their blagge nor issues with races which are National Group 1
status. The committee considered that the USA contests such as the Austrian Derby, which still
appeared to be moving in the right direction and require ironing out.
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RACE PLANNING

/Contd... European Pattern Committee (EPC) Report

WFA Scal e and FiGerinang s 6n Daderbervaadntiee e&NVRSC are scheduled to
reported that from 1 January 2009 it has har- report back on this topic early in 2009.

moni sed its filliesd &bingdesariptors: Atsorveyl wilbbe gircu- 31 b
blacktype races and will also be amending its lated to all members of the committee enquir-

Flat weightfor-age scale to mirror more ing how and when going readings are recorded
closely the scales used in other EPC countries.and reported.

In terms of progressing the development of a Compilation of the European Pattern Book:

global weightfor-age scale, the matter was dis- Following preliminary discussions at the 2008
cussed at an IRPAC meeting on 4 October Annual Meeting, it was agreed that a process
where the World Rankings Supervisory Com- could be developed which would make the pro-
mittee (WRSC) concluded that it was unlikely duction of the European Pattern Book more

a suitable scale could be produced in the nearefficient and would also prevent the personnel
future. However, it was possible that a unified involved having to duplicate work required for
scale could be produced to cover the secondthe production of the International Federation

half of the 3yo season, the time during which of Horseracing Authorities Group races web-
the vast majority of ecitedtswhsengpedithattthis eveuld bediryptadesn a i
older horses take place in Group and Listed time for the 2010 production of both publica-
races. Further discussions were to take place attions.

the World Rankings conference in Hong Kong Carla Moore

Programme Book Volume 3

The programmes for race meetings taking place between 1 July &eptinber, 2009, should be
available for collection from the Weatherbys database from Friday, 6 February. Mike Waring (Flat
Programmer) and Richard Russell (Jump Programmer) will be contacting you directly regarding any
suggested alterations. Racecourse Managers/Clerks of the Course should make any amendments o
screen, using the TRICL software, and then submit the programmes to the BHA Racing Department
no later tharriday, 6 March. Programme Book 3 is due to be published on 13 May.

Carla Moore

Race Times €& Second Quarter

Race times for the second quarter of 2009 were circulated to Racecourses on 20 January. The docu
ment includesll race times for April, May and June. As ever, days affected by terrestrial television
will be subject to later change once television schedules are finalisegually 10 days before). If

the Race Times Executive is forced to make changes he will try to ensure that first race times are not
moved earlier unless it is absolutely unavoidable, and always after full consultation with the race-
courses involved.

Race times for the third quarter (Jiilxseptember) will be sent out in April, and for the final quarter
(Octoberi December) in July. If you have any race time queries or requests then please contact
James Savage at the BHA on 0207 152 0053. Carla Moore

Reserves

Racecourses will shortly be receiving a new General Instruction which covers the subject of Re-
serves. It outlines the procedures as well as which races will, at the racecourses discretion be eligi-
ble for Reserves, etc. This will take effect from the start of the 2009 Turf Flat season.

Carla Moore
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The decline in 2008 attendance compared with 2007 appears to be a uniform effect across the
sport with afternoons and evenings similarly affected and the fall also split between Flat and Na-
tional Hunt. Nine courses bucked the trend by producing higher averages than 2007.

There were several major contributory factors that explain a large proportion of the dexii@e
being the abandonment of major meetings in the form of the Wednesday of the Cheltenham Festi-
v al and MayEhobMeetihgotherother being the raft of new winter eveningesdther
meetings introduced for betting purposes. It is worth noting that whilst the average attendance
was down by 8.2% per fixture, without the skewing effect of these factors the average would
have been over 4,250, down by less than 3% on last year.

John Phillips

2008 2007

January 157,268 97 1,621 151,124 86 1,757

March 395,317 109 3,627 424,708 89 4,772

May 697,050 157 4,440 628,888 150 4,172

July 858,570 149 5,762 728,404 117 6,210

September | 385,602 101 3,818 506,783 112 4,496

November 318,626 106 3,006 321,320 110 2,921

Total 5,716,656 1,423 4,017 5,820,569 1,330 4,376

(-1.8%) (+7%) | (-8.2%)
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ATTENDANCE

Day by Day Comparison

Day Total Attendance Actual Fixtures Average
2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007
Monday 385,316 462,823 175 181 2,202 2,557
Tuesday 407,278 403,025 173 160 2,354 2,519
Wednesday 482,651 693,583 210 200 2,298 3,468
Thursday 716,475 713,665 223 195 3,213 3,660
Friday 1,232,238 1,057,771 235 201 5,244 5,263
Saturday 1,950,919 1,892,870 272 258 7,172 7,337
Sunday 541,779 596,832 135 135 4,013 4,421

National Hunt and Flat Comparison

Total Attendance Actual Fixtures Average
2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007
National Hunt 2,061,507 2,149,442 505 482 4,082 4,459
Flat Turf 3,264,327 3,312,653 556 539 5,871 6,146
Flat AWT 361,272 331,654 359 306 1,006 1,084
Mixed 29,550 26,820 3 3 9,850 8,940

Afternoon and Evening Comparison

Total Attendance Actual Fixtures Average
2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007
Afternoon 4,559,980 4,831,775 1,059 1,063 4,306 4,545
Evening 1,156,676 988,794 364 267 3,178 3,703
Total Attendance Actual Fixtures Average
2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007
NH Evenings 207,588 175,842 61 49 3,403 3,588
Flat Turf Evenings 785,559 676,489 149 123 5,272 5,500
AWT Evening 163,529 136,463 154 95 1,062 1,436
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Afternoon and Evening Comparison

Total Attendance Actual Fixtures Average
2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007
NH Afternoons 1,853,919 | 1,973,600 | 444 433 4,175 4,558
Flat Turf Aft. 2,478,768 | 2,636,164 | 407 416 6,090 6,337
AWT Afternoons 197,743 195,191 205 211 965 925
Mixed Afternoons 29,550 26,820 3 3 9,850 8,940
Bank Holidays
Total Attendance Actual Fixtures Average
2008 2007 2008 2007 2008 2007
Bank Holidays 195,586 238,300 30 35 6,520 6,809
Daily Mail [/ Maifbr-1dn JFufnedray 1 2
The Daily Mail dfor-IMaidf fOnr Siusn drmoyw 6nder way, t h

uled fixtures so far have been abandoned. We will be trying to get the offer published again in
March or early April. John Phillips

Racecourse Leaflets

Racegoers are calling up now requesting fixture, admission and group discount information for
various courses, and we also send this out to previous group bookers. If you are yet to send us your
racecourseods information for 2009 pPalSmith do s

British Horseracing Call Centre

The RCA Promotions department has been fulfilling the role of call centre for the British Horse-
racing website since April 2007. Below are details of ticket sales (the vast majority by internet

plus a small number by phone) for January. John Phillips
2008 2007
Month Orders | Tickets Value | Courses| Orders | Tickets | Value [|Courses
January 190 636 £14,290 25 183 718 £21,018 30
(+3.8%) | (-11.4%)| (-32%)
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Winter Newsletter

A copy of The Racego e rattachedouabesoursedviaragets. As yows | e

wi || see from the o00Offer Cornerdé on page 2,

members. If you have any exclusive incentives that you wish to offer to our members via the next

newsletter, please let me know by the start of April. John Phillips
Mailings

A number of racecourses have made wuse of The
provide mailings of special offers to postcedegetted areas of our membership, be it with offers
of discounted annual memberships or promoting special offers for certain days. The only cost to
racecourses for this is the postage, fulfilment and stationeryicastthere is no charge to use the
database. If possible we would also like to promote The Racegoers Club to your database.

John Phillips

Fixture Booklets

We are currently contacting racecourses regarding providing our free 2009 fixture booklet dispens-
ers to be displayed on course. If you have not yet received a supply of these we will be contacting
you shortly to arrange delivery and distribution (racecourses who only stage flat turf meetings will
be contacted around the beginning of the season). Paul Smith

Renewals

Members were invited to renew their memberships in October. By 5 February 78% of members
had done so. This is only slightly behind the 79% at the same stage last year, so the indications are
good that the Club remains an attractive proposition and that our members still intend going racing
frequently throughout 2009! John Phillips

GoingStick

The GoingStick is getting increasing coverage in the press, which is welcome. If Clerks are talk-
ing to a journalist on the subject and feel it would help or is necessary, feel free to get them to
ring the Authority. We would be keen to take them through the film, website materials in an ef-
fort to avoid any misconceptions becoming part of a story.

Owen Byrne

Flags and Bypassing Equipment Security
BHAGI 3.7 Para 10 (d)

Following a recent incident at a racecourse where a member of the public placed a black and
white flag on the racing line before the running of a NHF Race, racecourses are reminded of their
responsibility to prevent any unauthorized person from plargimyection marker, blowing a
whistle or waving indicative flags etc and are advised to remove and secure bypassing equipment
from fences and hurdles before the running of National Hunt Flat. races

Owen Byrne

10
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY

Increase In The Minimum Number Of Stalls Handlers

The British Horseracing Authority has ap- e 9 man teams average loading times are
proved an increase in the minimum manning between 14% and 20% higher than 11
levels for Starting Stalls teams, from 9 to 11. man teams.
The increase was effective from 1 February
2009 and returns the minimum manning level Commenting on the change, Paul Struthers,
to what it was before 1 September 2006, spokesman for the Authority, said:
when the then HRA amended the instruction
on a trail basis following Racecourse Asso- i The Hor semands Group wa
ciation representations. the view that 11 man teams should be a man-
datory minimum in order to give horses the
The decision comes following compelling attention they need at the start and to achieve
submi ssions from t he effidibatars eafedoads.s Group,
BHA Starters and a review canvassing views
from all interested parties. The Racecourse Association viewed the mat-
ter as a Health and Safety issue and that indi-
The Rules of Racing require a horse to be vidual racecourses should have control over
able to stand in the stalls for a minimum of stalls handlers manning levels and be able to
two minutes with a horse either side, or on its set these against their own risk assessments.
own. This figure was arrived at because the
vast majority of horses are able to achieve it We agreed with the Hor s«
in the first instance in a stalls test before rac- the issue is much more than a racecourse
ing. Health and Safety issue. The welfare of the
sportdéds participants, as
The aim with any load is to ensure that horses ing team, is a key responsibility of the BHA.
spend the minimum time possible in the
stalls. The longer time in the stall the greater The case to revert to a minimum team of 11
the chance of a horse misbehaving, which is was compelling. Larger teams enable a
also likely to then lead to misbehaviour in smoother and therefore quicker load. Horses
other horses. An adverse experience for the become less fractious the less time they are in
horse may well affect behaviour for the fu- the stalls, and quick loads therefore reduce
ture. risks on the day and mean a horse is more
likely to be able to give its best performance.
The focus should not only be on equine wel- Moreover, the risk of them becoming poor
fare, but also the welfare of the stall handlers, loaders and building in problems for the fu-
jockeys and starters who are working in and ture is reduced. Additional handlers are
around the close confines of the stalls. needed to assist with difficult loaders and
Clearly, the overall aim should be to mini- emergency situations.
mise exposure to any inherent, higher risk
situation, and the longer or less efficient the Smooth loads are also essential to good time

load, the higher the possible risk. keeping, with resultant effects on betting
turnover and the image of the sport. Experi-
Current statistics show that: ence over the past 2 years has also shown that

o 9 man teams have 79% more loads tak- where a racecourse that normally operates
ing longer than the acceptable standard with a team of 9 increases its team to 11 for
when compared to 11 man teams. certain fixtures, loading times are not noticea-

o 9 man teams have 263% more loads bly improved. This is because the imported
going beyond 2.5, 3 and 4 minutes (for casuals are not actually used to working
up to 8, 9 to 12 and 13 to 20 runners Wwithin that team and there is no chance for
respectively) when comparedto11man t eamwor k t o evol ve. 0

teams. Owen Byrne
11 y
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RACETECH

RaceTech Starting Stalls Teams é there to help!

RaceTech has worked hard to ensure that racecourses are getting best value from the starting
stalls services and prices have been substantially reduced for 2009. In addition, the teams are
more than willing to help on the day in other ways too, mindful thainehas resources stand-

ing idle these days and they are well placed to assist on a raceday.

RaceTech Stalls teams are willing to put tife tape up behind the stalls for each rdtes
suggested thaground staff couldleave the tape equipment at the first start for the stalls team
to collect. The team will then position the tape at each start to allow a safe working area which
will be aligned to the number of runners in each race. The Racetechwéhtransport the

tape equipmentaround for the day and leave it at the final start for collection by racecourse
ground staff.

If racecourses wish to provide a suitable vehicle to ferry starters and officials from the weighing
room to the start and back, RaceTech can provide a driver to perform this task.

For those racecourses that own their stalls, RaceTech staff can operate tractors to move units
between starts on race day and steer the stall.

Most racecourses have noween approached directly about these value adaedices and
any feedback or suggestions would be welcomed by Andy Peverell at RaceTech. The aim is to
provide a comprehensive service and help racecourses to operate efficiently wherever we can,
managing costs and adding benefits wherever possible. These extra activities are offered as part
of our stalls services, included in the daily price.

Catherine Pullan

Abandonment Policies

Given the exceptional weather that we have had recently, it may be useful to remind you of
abandonment policies and fees applicable at various deadlines before a fixture is abandoned.
This information can be found on the reverse of the RaceTech 2009 Ratecard, which has re-
cently been sent out in hard copy and is also available to download from the RaceTech web site
Members Area.

A Af t e on the gap before the fixture, the full fee of 100% will apply. Up to 4pm on the day
before the fixture, the racecourse will be liable for 75% of the appropriate non integrity fees

and 100% of the integrity element. Racecourses will be entitled to the Levy Board contribution

as of the date of cancellation. Two or more days before the fixture, charges will amount to the
Levy Board contribution to integrity as of 1t

If you have any questions, please ask, and we will do our best to help.
Catherine Pullan

12
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Pick up the Phone and Save Money!

RaceTech has put together a variety of packages for landline, mobile and internét iasdoees

and minutes used that can really save you some substantial amounts of money. Based on our long

standing relationships with a number of telephony suppliers, we are able to pass on significant dis-

counts, in fact, wguarantee to save you monegll you need to do is call me, send me some sam-

ple phone bills to analyse and RaceTech will make some proposals that will save you money

tentially thousands of pounds! It takes 2 minutes to send over some bills and about 30 minutes for

us to present some proposals back to you afterwaodsve can just-enail you a quote! Compare

the costs and make up your own minds, it is t

moneyii t s ALL courses, so start saving in 20009
Catherine Pullan

talkSPORT Going Reports é Inspections - Reminder

With the current unpredictable weather that we are having there are a number of inspEvgons.

if the official inspection is timed to take place after the @2Mam period when Clerks call our

going line, it is much appreciated by myself, John Phillips, Paul Smith and Derek Thompson at
talkSPORT to have an insight at that time into what has happened overnight so that prospects can
be provisionally flagged up on airln addition to talkSPORT we also update the PA (includes
Teletext), SIS, Racing Post and numerous other local and national radio stations on going reports
and inspections each morning.

We automatically receive abandonment messages via Weatherbys but we would appreciate it if
you could let us know if your racecourse passes its inspection before 8.30am as Derek Thompson
can often go back on air and update listeners.

Please call the going line &7917 127 30before 6.40am on the morning of racing (this includes

Saturdays & Sundays).
Lizzie Lea

Irish Press List 2009

The list of accredited Irish press is now available should a racecourse require it to help with non
RCA accredited applications.
Lizzie Lea



ISSUE 2 FEBRUARY 2009
TECHNICAL

RCA Technical Group

The RCA Technical Group met on Friday 30 Janu-these could be examined to reduce risks that may be
ary 2009. The racecourses were represented byaused when worn by loose horses, and agreed that
Simon Claisse, Bob Davies, Charlie Moore, Jona subgroup should be formed including representa-
Pullin, Richard Osgood and Kirkland Tellwright. tives of the racecourses, NTF and PJA to discuss
Rupert Arnold (NTF) and Kevin Darley (PJA) were this further
also in attendance. The notes of the meeting will bdParade Ring Safety:It was proposed by the NTF
circulated to all Racecourse Managers and Clerksand PJA representatives that racecourse identify an
of the Course when finalised. A summary of the area within the parade ring i.e. winners enclosure to
discussion is outlined below: be used for jockeys to mount. It was agreed that
further discussion would take place regarding the
PJA Medical Advisor: In advance of the meeting trial of this proposal at the All Weather Tracks, and
the Group had a discussion with Dr Anna Louiseit would also be trialled at Haydock Park Race-
Mackinnon, PJA Medical Advisor regarding her course during their Flat Turf Season.
role and responsibilities and how her role would Communication of Information: The Group re-
interact with Racecourse Medical Officers. It was quested that trainers inform the racecourses of any
also agreed that further to her appointment theunruly or fractious horses or any horses where
Jockey Injury Notification Procedure should be up- blinkers or other equipment were being used for the
dated. In the interim all racecourses are asked tdirst time to allow the racecourse to prepare for this.
inform the PJA Medical Advisor of any incident The NTF agreed to include this in their guidance to
which results in a jockey being transported to hos-trainers.
pital. BHA General Instructions: The Group noted the
BHA Stewarding Review: The Group identified difficulties caused by the current process being
concerns regarding the report and recommendationgsed for the revision of BHA General Instructions
arising from the BHA Stewarding Review, particu- and agreed that this should be addressed further
larly with regard to the introduction of rotating with the BHA, with a request to return to a more
chairmen and the procedure for the appointment oformalised review structure.
the Chairman of the Panel. The RCA has beerfFrost Protection Covers: It was reported that the
asked to pursue these issues with the BHA. RCA would organise a meeting in April 2009 for
Hurdles Working Group: The Group was in- all racecourses who have used from protection cov-
formed that a Hurdles Working Group meeting haders to allow them to provide feedback of their ex-
been convened on 17 December 2008 to discusperiences. Dr Mark Bartlett of Cranfield University
hurdle design, with particular regard to the Easyfixwould be invited to attend this meeting as the feed-
Hurdles. It was agreed that statistics from the trialback may assist with the production of the interim
of these hurdles in Ireland should be reviewed be+eport from Phase Il of the Frost Protection Covers
fore any further action was taken. Research.
Review of BHA OP 2.4:The Group was informed PJA Safety Officers: The Group reviewed the re-
that the revised draft of BHA OP 2.4, regarding ports provided by the PJA Safety Officers further to
raceday inspections and abandonments, which thethe formalisation of their role, and established that
had previously reviewed, would be provided to theany issues identified by the Safety Officers would
BHA Regulatory committee for review at its next be raised directly with racecourses in the first in-
meeting on 2 February 2009. stance, and followed up with the RCA or BHA if
RCA Guidance on Inspections and Abandon- required.
ments: The RCA has prepared a draft guidanceRCA/NASS Racecourse SurveyThe Group re-
document for racecourses regarding Inspections andiewed the summary of results from the survey of
Abandonments, a copy of which was provided toprovisions for stable staff on racecourses conducted
the Group for review. The document will be by the RCA and was informed that the RCA and
amended in line with the comments of the GroupNASS would publicise the positive elements of
before being provided to all racecourses. these results via a joint press release. The summary
Use of Blinkers and Blindfolds: The Group was of results and press release would be provided to all
asked to give consideration to the use of blinkersracecourses when available.
and blindfolds. The Group felt that the design of Caroline Davies, Holly Robarts
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RCA Racecourse Managers Seminar 2009

A seminar for Racecourse Managers will take place at Chester Racecourse on Monday 23 and
Tuesday 24 November 2009. These dates have been specifically selected to avoid a clash with
those of the previous Managers seminar, with the aim that those who were unable to attend previ-
ously will be able to attend on this occasion.

If there are any topics that you would particularly like to see covered in this seminar please contact
me and we will endeavour to include them in the seminar programme. Holly Robarts

Use of Red Diesel

Racecourses are asked to be aware that any vehicle used on a racecourse which is subject to roa
tax cannot use red diesel. Any vehicle which does use red diesel must be subject to an appropriate
SORN Declaration and consequently should not be used on the road.

BHA General Instructions

All BHA General Instructions are now issued to racecourses in an electronic format only. The
following Instructions have been reissued in January 2009:

BHA General Instruction 2.2 Reissued 23 January 2009 for immediate imple-
mentation
BHA General Instruction 3.7 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on

1 February 2009

BHA General Instruction 4.1 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on
1 February 2009

BHA General Instruction 4.3 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on
1 February 2009

BHA General Instruction 12.2 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on
1 February 2009

BHA General Instruction 12.3 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on
1 February 2009

Racecourses are asked to check their BHA Gl Folders and ensure that they have the most up to

date copies of these Instructions. If you require further copies of any of these, please contact the
BHA or RCA.

Holly Robarts
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Weather Report

Below is a summary of the December 2008
Weather Report (for England and Wales)
from the Environment Agency.

December was a dry month with below aver-

Regions, and less than 5mm elsewhere.
River Flows: Monthly mean flows for De-
cember werenormal for the time of year at
three quarters of the indicator sites across
England and Wales. Flows at five sites in

age rainfall across England and Wales. Parts Wales and one in Kent wekeelow norma)l

of East Anglia and the far south east received
less than half the monthly long term average
rainfall. Soil moisture deficits (SMDs) re-
mained low across all our regions. Monthly
mean river flows for December wenermal

at the majority of indicator sites, although
five sites in Wales werdelow normalfor

the time of year. However, groundwater lev-
els continued to increase at all but five of the
indicator sites, and at the end of December,
levels at all but two sites wengormal or
higher for the time of year. Reservoir stocks
increased in all our regions during Decem-
ber, except for our North West and North
East Regions and EA Wales, which saw de-
creases. At the end of the month, stocks in
three reservoirs in Wales and one reservoir
group in North East Region webelow nor-
mal; stocks in all other reservoirs or reservoir
groups weraormalor higher for the time of
year.

Rainfall: Mo s t of
first half of the month, with the second half

but by contrast a further six sites in central
and eastern England weabdove normalIn
comparison with November, December saw
a widespread reduction in flows relative to
the monthly LTA.

Groundwater Levels: Despite the below
average rainfall in December, groundwater
levels increased at all but five of the indica-
tor sites, in response to percolation from No-
vember s rainfall
Levels at nearly half of all sites weadove
normalor higher for the time of year, includ-
ing three sites in the sandstone of north west
England which remairexceptionally high

By contrast, two sites in the more responsive
limestone of south Wales fell toelow nor-
mal and notably lowfrom normal levels at
the end of November.

Reservoir Stocks: Reservoir stocks de-
creased in our North West Regiob%o), EA
Wales (3%) and our North East Region (
19%), but increased elsewhere. Stocks remain

De c e mber dlavest ia oun Sotitleetn IRegiom (87%d), @ven

though this saw the largest increase in stor-

dry and settled as high pressure became es-age during December (+7%). Stocks were

tablished across the country. Much of south-

below normal for the time of year at

ern England and Wales received less than Vrynwy, Llyn Brianne and Clywedog reser-

70% of the long term average (LTA) rainfall,
although in northern England totals were
closer to average. Overall, England and
Wales received 66% of the LTA rainfall dur-
ing December.

Soil Moisture Deficit: Soil moisture deficits
(SMDs) were already low and there was little
change during the month. At the end of De-
cember, SMDs were between 5mm and
10mm in our Anglian, Southern and Thames
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voirs in EA Wales and the Teesdale Group in
North East Region (Clywedog Reservoir and
individual reservoirs within the Teesdale

Group were drawn down to provide flood

storage during October and December re-
spectively). At the end of the month, stocks
in all but six of the reservoirs or reservoir

groups were 90% or higher. Overall reservoir
stocks for England and Wales remained at
93%.
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RCA Safety Group

The RCA Safety Group met on Thursday 29
January 2009.
sented by llona Barnett, Darren Cook, Simon
Durrant, Adrian Gold, Steve Horlick, Stella
Postins and Nick Russell. Paul Blakeman
(RCA Safety Advisor) and Will Lambe (BHA)

were also in attendance. The notes of the meet-

ing will be circulated to all Racecourse Manag-

The racecourses were repre-

and the RCA and Weatherbys would be avail-
able to assist with these if required.

Parade Ring Safety:The Group requested that
trainers inform the racecourses of any unruly or
fractious horses or any horses where blinkers or
other equipment were being used for the first
time to allow the racecourse to prepare for this.
The RCA has passed this request to the NTF.

ers, Racecourse Health and Safety ManagersTraining Of Safety Stewards: The Group re-

and Clerks of the Course when finalised. A
summary of the discussion is outlined below:

BHA Field Force Risk Assessments:The
Group was informed that the BHA Field Force
Risk Assessments had been provided to the
RCA and would be reviewed before being dis-
tributed to all racecourses for information. The

Group requested that the RCA ensure these did

not make reference to control measures imple-
mented by racecourses which were not in place.
BHA Health and Safety Committee: It was
noted that some issues regarding racecourse
were forwarded to the BHA Health and Safety
Committee by BHA Officials without first be-
ing discussed with the relevant racecourses.
The RCA was asked to reinforce that all issues
should be raised directly with racecourses in the
first instance and only forwarded to the Com-
mittee if not resolved.

The Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds,
Fifth Edition: It was agreed that the RCA
Guide to the Implementation of Safety at Sports
Grounds Legislation should be reviewed further
to the publication of the Fifth Edition of the
Green Guide and that this should be done in
liaison with Licensing Authorities and the FLA
and DCMS as appropriate. A sgoup was
formed to progress this.

Crowd Doctors: The Group reviewed a stan-
dard form developed by Northern Racing to
assist racecourse in assessing their requirement
for medical provision for the crowd and agreed
that this form should be distributed to all race-
courses.

Badge Abuse:The Group agreed that all race-

courses should be encouraged to make full use

of the PASS System to limit abuse of metal
badges. It was noted that racecourses may als
wish to carry out checks of metal badge use,
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ported that the training courses for safety stew-
ards provided by Telford College were highly
recommended and, as the training and assess-
ment takes place on course, they can be specifi-
cally designed for those working in a race-
course environment. It was noted that Telford
College also offer free of charge training
courses for SIA licences.

Performing Rights Society: The Group was
informed that the RCA had liaised with the Per-
forming Rights Society with regard to introduc-
tion of Tariff SE, and that further to this would

De working with them further to investigate the

development of a specific review form for race-
courses.

Wireless Airspace Management on Race-
courses: The Group was informed that, further
to the Wireless Airspace Management on Race-
courses project conducted by the British horse-
racing Industry IT Network, the RCA had
drafted a guidance document for racecourses on
this issue, which would be provided to race-
courses when finalised.

Major Incident Management: It was agreed
that the Major Incident Management Work-
shops held in November 2008 had been suc-
cessful and that further Workshops should be
staged for Racecourse Managers. Conse-
guently, an additional session will be added to
RCA Racecourse Managers Seminar on the
Tuesday afternoon to cover executive responsi-
Dilities for major incident management.

Licences and Legislation:At the request of
racecourses the RCA has developed a draft
document outlining the various licences which
racecourses must obtain. The Group was asked
to further review the draft and provide details of
any additional licence requirements to the

%Rea.

Caroline Davies, Holly Robarts
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RCA Medical Group

The RCA Medical Group held a joint meeting November 2008. They agreed that they had
with the RCA Technical Group on Friday 30 been effective as they had encouraged dele-
January 2009. The racecourses were repre-gates to consider and revise their Ml plans.
sented by Simon Claisse, Bob Davies, Charlie Pony Racing: The Group debated this sub-
Moore, Jon Pullin and Kirkland Tellwright. ject at length regarding the medical require-
The PJA Medical Advisor, Dr Annhouise ments for pony racing to take place on a race-
Mckinnon and Nick Attenborough (RCA In- course. It was decided that further advice
tern) were also in attendance. The notes of was needed from legal and medical special-
the meeting will be circulated to all Race- ists before a guidance document for pony rac-

course Managers and Clerks of the Courseini ngbés medi c al requi remen
the Thursday Email ((12.02.09). A summary The Green Guide:Further to the publication
of the discussion is outlined below: of the fifth edition of the Guide t&Gafety at

Sports Grounds (the Green Guide) the Group
BHA Gl 11: The Group discussed the re- examinedthe requirements for a crowd
vised BHAGI 11 which had been imple- doctor and the development of a standard
mented smoothly across jump and AW sample risk assessment form for racecourses.
tracks. The Group approved a draft document A one day MIMMs course was mooted as a
detailing the summary of the changes in possible solution but further discussion was
BHAGI 11 that racecourses should act on. needed with other sports to determine the best
This document will be circulated to members. way forward.
NHS Ambulance Provision:The Group dis-  Physical Therapy: The Group noted the new
cussed the provision of ambulances and con- guidelines related to the amourse physical
sidered whether there was merit in pursuing therapy service for 2009.
the public/private partnership previously ex- Injury Tracker: The Group were updated on
plored by Arena Leisure. A watching brief the progress of injury tracker and the require-
would be maintained. ment for a pilot scheme and training to be
RCA Provision of an RMO Job Descrip- held before full implementation.
tion: The Group reviewed and approved the Controlled Drugs Guidelines: The Group
generic SRMO and RMO job descriptions provided comments on the draft guidance
drafted by the RCA. These will be circulated document relating to the issue of storage and
to racecourses as a Guidance Document. disposal ofcontrolled drugs as required be-
Major Incident Workshops: The Group dis-  ing available on racecourses by BHAGI 11.
cussed the two one day Major Incident Work- Once wupdated with Scotl e
shops that were held at York Racecourse on will be circulated to racecourses.
17 November and Windsor Racecourse on 19 Lizzie Lea

RMO One Day Refresher Training Courses 2009

There will be two one day refresher courses (Saturday 4 April 2009 is CANCELLED) run by
Doctor Bob Bennett on the following dates in 2009:

Saturday 18 July 2009
Saturday 10 October 2009

These courses will be held at Uttoxeter Racecourse. To book a place or for further details,
please contact Doctor Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. These courses are designed for RMOs
who wish to update their skills.
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RMO Training Courses 2009

The Racing and Equestrian Medical Officers course run by Dr Bennett has received full approval
from the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.

In order to comply with the requirements of BHAGI 11.1 para 1, RMOs must undertake training
every three years (or 4 for ATLS). Courses are scheduled to be held on 28 Feldriaych

2009, ¥ 10 May 2009 and 1® 20 September 2009 at Chorley ar8 duly 2009 at Newmarket.

To book a place, please contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548.

Racecourse Groundsmen Courses

Advanced Course: York Racecourse 15- 20 February 2009
Foundation Course: Cheltenham Racecourse 19- 24 April 2009
Intermediate Course: British Racing School, Newmarket 227 27 November 2009

There are places available on the above courses. For information please contact Chris Costello at
the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton Mill,
Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Telephone: 01908 31251-ail: iog@iog.org

Groundstaff Training Group

The Groundstaff Training Group, including should be investigated. These will be publi-
Representatives of the RCA, BHA and Insti- cised to racecourses when agreed.
tute of Groundsmanship met on Tuesday 3 New Courses:It was proposed that a new
February 2009. A summary of discussions course be introduced for racecourse ground-
is given below: staff to include an update of all relevant leg-
islation, such as that governing pesticides,
waste management, water management and
ecological policies. The course is to be de-
veloped and further information will be pro-
vided to racecourses when available.
Contingency Arrangements: The Group
discussed the requirement for contingency
arrangements in case one of the current
course tutors was unavailable to attend a
course for any reason. It was agreed that the
arrangements currently in place were appro-
priate to cater for such circumstances.
Caroline Davies, Holly Robarts

2008 Course Reviewit was noted that the
Advanced, Intermediate and Foundation
Courses for Racecourse Groundstaff staged
in 2008 had all been successful with no re-
ported problems.

2009 Foundation Course:The Group was
informed that the catering arrangements at
the 2009 Foundation Course would need to
be further investigated, but should not cause
insurmountable problems.

Course Dates for 20101t was agreed that
appropriate dates for the Advanced, Interme-
diate and Foundation courses for 2010
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Annual PASS Workshop

As in previous years, Weatherbys will be running a one day PASS Workshop during March and
would like to identify the possible number of attende&l.new and existing PASS operators are
welcome to attend.A venue, date and timings will be confirmed once a level of response has
been receivedThere will be no cost to racecourses for the Workshop.

Should you be interested in attending the workshop, please email the PASS Helpdesk
pass@weatherbys.co.uby Friday 13 February, indicating the number of staff you would wish
to attend.

Badge Abuse

The abuse of metal admittance badges on racecourses is an ongoing issue of concern for both the
RCA and Racecourses. All metal badge holders are issued with a PASS Card, and full use of the
PASS System for all metal badge holders will assist racecourses in addressing this if all metal
badge holders are required to swipe their PASS Card in order to gain access to the racecourse.

In addition, racecourses may wish to conduct spot checks on all metal badges used on their course
to ensure that the badges have not been reported lost, and are being used by the person to whomn
they are issued. The RCA and Weatherbys are available to provide any advice or assistance as re-
guested.

Caroline Davies, Holly Robarts

Badge Posters RCA and Press Badge Lists
8 copies of the large poster and 4 copies of the Copies of the lists of 2009 RCA and
A4 sized poster for 2009 have been sent to all Press Badges holders are available on
racecourses. Extra copies and electronic copies request.
are available on request. Holly Robarts Holly Robarts

Missing Badges
RCA: 252, 983, 984, 1011

Press: 460
Officials: 63, 145
PJA: 18, 19, 105, 106, 191, 192, 218

NTF: 3, 54, 55, 818, 819, 910, 911, 1402, 1403, 1551

Value for Valour

I n November 2008 the initiative Value for Val
ciation to members of the armed forces. It aims to offer discounted offers to all members of the
military, including reserve forces, at racecourses and major stadia across the country. It is also
seeking to raise funds for the Army Benevolent Fund (ABF), a charity which assists serving and
former soldiers and their families in times of need. Racecourses will shortly be receiving a newslet-
ter from Value for Valour, which will provide information regarding the initiative and how you can
help raise funds for the ABF whilst at the same time encouraging more people to come racing.

Carla Moore
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Racecourse LED screens from ADI

Racecourse giant LED screen spe-
cialist ADI are due to launch further

additions to their fleet this spring,

giving an even greater range of
screens to choose from.

ADI are contracted LED screen sup-
plier to most of t h
including major festival meets such
- as Royal Ascot, The Grand National,
'EaN’c E The Cheltenham Festival and The
— : : Epsom Derby, as well as to many of
’ the smaller independent courses.
Their range of iCONIC mobile LED
screens is Europeos
est, ranging from 12m2 to 100m2,
meaning there are screens suitable
for all locations and audience sizes.

The new screens for 2009 include a brand new model, the iCONIC 25. These offer a 25m?2 screen
on a lightweight, manoeuvrable base, making them well suited to smaller courses and tighter loca-
tions, where an HGV may struggle to fit. All ADI screens come with an experienced driver/
technician and ADI&6s renowned | evels of servi

There are now five different mobile screen options from ADI: the huge iCONIC 60 and 100s are
perfect to entertain the crowd on the
home straight and opposite grand
stands, whilst the iCONIC 12, 15
and 25s cater for smaller venues ¢
can be used as additional screens.
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JOHN SMITHS

Because of ADI 0 ¢
the racing market, they are able tc
offer excellent rates, whilst the
breadth and size of fleet ensure  J(SISiam VN
they can specify a screen to fit you FEEssE -

needs. E

g
You can find out more about the
iICONIC mobile LED screens at
www.adi.tv or call or email to
book: 0800 592 346 ¢ales@adi.tv
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Spotlight On éeéeceeée.
Stephen Atkin
Chief Executivé RCA
Age 50

Marital Status/
Children/Pets

Partner, 1 son, 8 dogs (and counting), 1 cat

Previous Career(s

Chartered Accountant, Finance Director, Oil and Gas, Chemicals,
neering

Engi-

Racing Personality

Experience Elsworth's face
Racing Hero  |Lester
Most Fanciable Lydia Hislop

Hobbies

Racing, American Football, Music, Books

Favourite Film & TV

Film - The Blues Brothers, TVExtras

Favourite Holiday
Destination

Paphos, Cyprus

Current Wheels

Lexus

One Wish To Improvy

Raise the profile of the sport, particularly with the young

The Industry

Best Bits About |The people. Those | work with and come across each day, particularly
Your Job the Members
Worst Bit About None
Your Job
Best R_acmg Best Mate's third win in the Gold cup
Experience
Worst Racing |Persian Punch's demise at Ascot. I'll never forget the look on David
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