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BLOODSTOCK  WORLD  

Racing Post Yearling Bonus Scheme  

British and Irish breeders and consignors have 

created an incentive scheme that rewards the race-

horse owner.  This new stimulus package will nur-

ture existing and generate new ownership.  
 

The Racing Post 

Yearling Bonus is 

designed as a 

stimulus package to 

specifically im-

prove demand at 

t h e  y e a r l i n g 

sales.  It will pay 

the participating 

owner a £10,000 

bonus on their eli-

gible two-year-old 

winning a selected 

óRacing Post Year-

ling Bonusô maiden 

race in 2010 in the 

UK, Ireland and 

abroad, with 10% 

of the bonuses be-

ing allocated to 

t h r e e- y e a r- o l d 

maiden races to be 

run in 2011.   
 

The Maths: The Racing Post Yearling Bonus is 

voluntary and open to all yearlings catalogued in 

any British and Irish sale held between 1 August 

2009 and 1 December 2009.  The deadline for reg-

istration and vendor payment of the £250 registra-

tion fee is 15 July 2009.  Payment to the Racing 

Post Yearling Bonus account at Weatherbys must 

be received by this date so that yearling sales cata-

logues may be correctly stamped with the Racing 

Post Yearling Bonus logo in time for publica-

tion.  Horses entered in the Doncaster St Leger 

Sales will need to register by 1 July 2009 if ven-

dors want their inclusion to be noted on the cata-

logue page.  Included on the vendor registration 

form is an irrevocable instruction to the sales com-

panies to deduct the first £250 from the sales pro-

ceeds of their yearling and pay it into the Racing 

Post Yearling Bonus account at Weatherbys.  
 

The number of Racing Post Yearling Bonus pay-

ments in the scheme will depend on income ac-

crued through take up.  In the event that vendors 

do not register at least 1000 yearlings into the 

scheme by 15 July 2009, then the Racing Post 

Yearling Bonus will be suspended and all registra-

tion payments returned. 
 

The Role of the Sales Companies: Sales compa-

nies, as beneficiaries of the scheme are to contrib-

ute to the scheme by assisting with promotion, 

administration, fund collection and financial con-

tribution.  Racing Post Yearling Bonus registration 

forms will be mailed or can be downloaded from 

the  website  www.racingpost.com/yearlingbonus. 

The sales companies will liaise with the scheme 

co-ordinator to ensure registration forms and pay-

ments are collected.  The sales companies will be 

responsible for the collection of the second £250 

per yearling vendor payment. They will also con-

tribute a figure equal to 10% of the vendorôs con-

tribution per yearling.  
 

Racing Post Yearling Bonus winning horses will 

carry a success box in the Racing Post results sec-

tion highlighting the bonus. In the event that a reg-

istered horse wins a bonus and the relevant Sales 

Company has not received full payment for that 

horse, the bonus will be withheld for 14 days from 

the start time of the race. If at this time payment 

for the lot has still not been made to the satisfac-

tion of the Sales Company the bonus will be for-

feited without refund.  

 

/Contdééé 

 

http://www.racingpost.com/yearlingbonus
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RACE PLANNING  

 

BLOODSTOCK  WORLD  

Racing Post Yearling Bonus Scheme  

Geographic split: The £10,000, Racing Post Year-

ling Bonuses will be paid proportionally to accu-

rately reflect the market share of all countries that 

have purchased horses at the yearling sales be-

tween 2006 and 2008.  This aspect of the scheme 

will be actively promoted by both ITM and BBM 

prior to the yearling sales to demonstrate how the 

scheme will reward foreign investment.  On the 

basis of historical export data supplied by Weath-

erbys to identify the percentages for accurate dis-

tribution, the fund will be divided as follows: 
 

60% - United Kingdom.  Bonuses to be attached to 

maiden races. 

18% - Ireland.  Bonuses to be attached to maiden 

races. 

22% - Rest of the World. To be paid out in 

£10,000 bonuses on a first come first served 

basis until each countryôs share of the pot is 

used up.   
 

Distribution of fund: UK bonuses will be at-

tached to open maiden, fillies maiden, maiden auc-

tion and median auction maiden races to be spread 

throughout the turf flat season over the full range 

of distances to be raced over by two-year-olds in 

2010, with 10% of the bonuses being allocated to 

three-year-old maiden races in 2011.   Only a Rac-

ing Post Yearling Bonus registered horse can win a 

£10,000 bonus - and only by winning a selected 

race.  Therefore as non registered horses may win 

those races there may well be a roll on until all of 

the pot has been won.  The final number of Racing 

Post Yearling Bonuses will be decided by the level 

of take up, with a stated minimum number being 

promoted from mid July 2009.  
 

Further Sponsorship: Main sponsor support has 

been secured from the Racing Post and their re-

sources and expertise will be used for the promo-

tion of the scheme and the yearling sales.  Further 

funding has been secured from the industry bodies 

that will benefit from the scheme to cover admini-

stration and legal costs.  Monies collected through 

vendor and owner contributions will be used exclu-

sively to fund Racing Post Yearling Bonuses.  The 

British and Irish Thoroughbred Breeders Associa-

tions, the Federation of Bloodstock Agents and the 

National Trainers Federation are amongst the bod-

ies to pledge financial assistance towards set up 

costs. 
 

Administration of the Racing Post Yearling Bo-

nus: Tim Jones has been appointed as the Co-

ordinator of the Racing Post Yearling Bonus. He 

has an office in Newmarket and can be contacted 

at rpyearlingbonus@racingpost.com or 07775 707 

054.       Carla Moore 

/Contdé.. 

Following the 2005 season it was decided to allow 4yoôs to resume running in Point-to-Points, something that 

had not been permitted since 1958.  Originally this decision permitted 4yoôs to run in any 2İ mile Maiden 

but with the stipulation that should they win they could not progress until the following season.  Due to its 

success it was then agreed that for the 2007/2008 season, 4yoôs should be allowed to go on and run over a 

greater distance following a win in a 2½ mile Maiden in the same season. 
 

Due to the steady increase in participation over the last 3 seasons the PPA Board at its meeting on 6 May de-

cided to create further opportunities for horses of this age from the start of the 2009/2010 season. These 

changes will facilitate greater opportunities for young horses across the country to prove their worth and pos-

sibly progress to the professional game, and to strengthen the already strong links with National Hunt racing. 
 

 For the 2009/2010 Point-to-Point season all 2İ mile Maiden must be open to 4 to 7yoôs. 

 Any Maiden over 3 miles without an age restriction will be open to 4yo+. 

Furthermore, a change will be made to both Regulation 72 (races to be included in a Hunt meeting) and 

73 (races to be included in a Service Club, Association or Society meeting) stipulating that if more than 

1 Maiden race is scheduled at a fixture, one of them MUST be open to 4yoôs. 

  

These changes have been agreed with the BHA.  Current weight structures will remain unchanged and horse 

performance will continued to be monitored.                 Carla Moore 

Point -to -Point Authority Announcement  

mailto:rpyearlingbonus@racingpost.com
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RACE PLANNING  

2010 Fixture List  

The details of the second round of friendly moves were circulated to Racecourses on 1 June.  The 

timetable for the remainder of the process is as follows: 

 

 10 ï 17 June - Final non-contentious applications accepted 

 22 June  -  Final FAC meeting 

 13 July  - BHA Board to approve the 2010 Fixture List 

 23 July  - Published in Racing Calendar 

 

Bank Holidays: 3 additional Bank Holiday fixtures were created in 2009 to address cases of par-

ticular regions being starved of fixtures on customer-friendly dates and the BHA wishes to extend 

this initiative by considering other applications from racecourses for additional self-funded Bank 

Holiday fixtures, at which the BHAôs fixture fee would be waived. 

 

Given the differences in relation to Bank Holidays in Scotland, the Board will also invite applica-

tions specifically from Scottish racecourses to stage such fixtures on any local holiday in the race-

courseôs region. 

 

Applications for Self-Funded Bank Holiday fixtures, which would be allocated on a 3-year basis, 

will be accepted between 10 and 17 June. 

 

Additional Self-Funded Fixtures: The BHA will also allow racecourses to apply to stage fixtures 

that coincide with a special occasion (e.g. Ryder Cup) or that form part of a local/community initia-

tive. These would be wholly self-funded and allocated against specific objectives. In the interests 

of planning, racecourses are invited to apply for dates as much as three years in advance.  This 

should not be viewed as an opportunity for a racecourse to apply for, for instance, a summer Satur-

day that would simply fit in with their existing programme of fixtures. Rather, applications would 

be considered on the basis of the importance of the special occasion or the magnitude of the local/

community initiative. A maximum of 4 such fixtures per annum could be allocated. 

 

All such applications, which must include full details of the special occasion or local initiative, 

should also be submitted between 10 and 17 June. The fixtures would be allocated for between 1 

and 3 years, depending on the particular circumstances associated with the application. 

 

Racecourses should be aware that any prize money contribution for Self-Funded fixtures will not 

count towards the Merit Table. 

 

Enterprise Fixtures: At the recent Fixture Policy Group (FPG) meeting on 28 May 2009, it was 

agreed that the RCA would draft a proposal which gives racecourses the option to move Enterprise 

Fixtures into BHA slots in 2011.  This would then provide the racecourses with Levy Board fund-

ing, as it appears unlikely that these fixtures will receive funding in future.  It was proposed that 

racecourses make a contribution to the Development Fund (level to be agreed) and work with the 

BHA Racing Department in terms of race programmes.  This proposal has the backing of the Fix-

ture Policy Group and BHA Executive, but still needs to be agreed by the RCA and BHA Boards.   

 

RCA has secured Integrity Funding for Enterprise Fixtures in 2010, but the Levy Board has made 

no such commitment for 2011.  carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

Carla Moore 

mailto:carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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RACE PLANNING  

2010 Fixtures Incentive Scheme  

On 13 May the Levy Board circulated to racecourses the details for the 2010 Fixtures Incentive 

Scheme.  It approved an allocation of £6.026m, which is unchanged from 2009 (and 2008). Fol-

lowing recommendations from both the RCA and BHA, the Levy Board increased payments for 

fixtures staged in the depths of winter. This reflects the problem of staging fixtures at that time of 

the year both from an abandonment and attendance point of view. If you have any questions 

please contact Carla Moore at the RCA. 

Carla Moore 

Fixture Policy Group (FPG) Report  

The FPG met on 28 May 2009.  The Race-

courses were represented by Bill Farnsworth, 

Stephen Higgins, David Hunter, Richard Nor-

ris, Ian Renton, John Sanderson and John 

Smee. David Bradshaw (HBLB), Ruth Quinn 

(BHA) and Richard Wayman (BHA) were 

also in attendance.  A summary of discus-

sions is outlined below: 

New Racecourses: The RCA will produce a 

1-page document outlining the requirements 

for a new racecourse. 

Branding Project: It was proposed that the 

FPG would be involved with the proposals 

emanating from the Premier Structure Work 

Group.  

Additional Twilight Races: BHA has pro-

grammed additional races on Mondays and 

Tuesdays throughout June, July and up to mid

-August.  There will also be extra races on 

AWT winter evening cards from September 

2009 as well as 2 additional Saturday Twi-

light Fixtures (1 in October and 1 in Novem-

ber).  Total cost £1m, which brings the total 

2009 prize money budget to £63.5m. 

Good Friday: The RCA will engage with the 

Horsemenôs Group and write a proposal to 

discuss the impact to the Industry of opening 

up Good Friday in 2011. 

Enterprise Fixtures: See under 2010 Fixture 

List. 

Levy Distribution : Levy yield could drop to 

as low as £90m (from £100m). Levy Board 

may focus on prize money for evening fix-

tures and Flat/Jump distribution, although 

RCA argues that data is needed to back up 

assumptions re revenue.   

Next meeting: To be arranged when propos-

als from Branding Project are known. 

Carla Moore 

Merit Table  

On 3 June, the Levy Board circulated details of the 2010 Flat and Jump Merit Tables, which will 

be used as a basis for calculating 2010 BDRs.  The data for the compilation of the tables has been 

supplied by Weatherbys and the BHAôs Racing Department from racecoursesô executive and 

sponsorship contributions to prize money, averaged over 2006, 2007 and 2008 (calendar 

years).  Iôm sure you are all aware that BHA, Enterprise and Self-Funded Fixtures do not count 

towards the Merit Table.  The calculation of racecourse BDRs for 2010 will commence in Au-

gust, so any queries on the figures should be directed to the BHA Racing Department as soon as 

possible. Contact: Richard Wayman 0207 152 0059.         Carla Moore 

NTF Regional Meetings  

In order to improve communications with the NTF and its members, Racecourse Managers and/or 

Clerks of the Course will have the opportunity to attend part of their regional meetings.  The dates 

were circulated to racecourses via the Thursday email on 4 June 2009.  Please contact Carla 

Moore for any further information: 01344 625723. 

Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING  

RCA Race Planning Group (RPG)  

The RPG will meet on 23 June 2209.  Topics on the Agenda will include: 

 

2011 Fixture Policy ï Enterprise Fixtures, Good Friday 
Order of Running ï Hunter Chases 
Use of guineas in Selling races 
Levy Distribution                      Carla Moore 

BHA Racing Committee Report  

The Committee met on 2 June 2009.  Race-

courses were represented by Michael Prosser 

and Carla Moore.  A summary of items that 

were discussed is printed below: 

 

Order of Running: RCA to discuss the posi-

tion of Hunter Chases on racecards with its 

RPG. 

Ponying to the Start: NTF protocol will be-

come a BHA General Instruction. 

Dynamic Race Planning: NTF is developing 

a structure that trainers can buy into and will 

inform the BHA of any progress in due 

course. 

Maiden and Median Auction Races: BHA 

has balanced out the number of races for 

cheaper horses. 

Yearling Bonus Scheme: Final details are 

awaited and the Committee remains suppor-

tive of this concept. Prize money criteria of 

£10,100 per race is likely to be dropped.  

However, racecourses will be encouraged to 

maintain attractive prize levels. Tim Jones 

leads project. 

2010 Fixture List: Good Friday - RCA and 

Horsemenôs Group will discuss a proposal, 

which shows the benefits of staging fixtures 

on this day.  Winter evenings ï Bookmakers 

are working towards providing consistent 

data to evaluate the importance of these fix-

tures. Bank Holidays ï lacking quality, which 

needs to improve with help from Develop-

ment Fund. 

Classified Stakes (Class 7): Confirmed 

agreement to current elimination sequence. 

There are only 17 of these races programmed 

and Committee would like to retain status 

quo. 

Veteran Chases: Phil Smith provided a help-

ful 2-year analysis. It transpires that these 

races are competitive and that the average 

number of runners is higher than the national 

average. Development Fund funding to be 

reviewed.  

Tattersalls Millions : Proposed to add 4 more 

races with total entry stake to be reduced to 

£4,000 (no reimbursement). 3-year commit-

ment unless there is a change in horse popu-

lation or prize money funding. 

Jump Pattern Novice Chases: 2 Grade 2 

races will be offered up shorlty as original 

venue has decided to return custody to the 

BHA. 

Pre-advertising Division Times: The NTF 

wishes to have more notice of the times of 

divisions in order that jockey arrangements 

can be confirmed sooner.  It is proposed that 

following race entries the Racing Department 

contact racecourses to ascertain the running 

order.  Any information will be advertised on 

the Racing Admin site. 

Anglo-Irish Jump Classifications: Positive 

story all round, although the Senior Handi-

capper was slightly concerned with the dearth 

of 2 mile Chasers.  The number of British 

trained and bred steeple chasers and hurdlers 

rated 140+ has seen a healthy increase. 

Next meeting: Thursday 2 July 2009 

 

Carla Moore 
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RACE PLANNING  

Betting Patterns Working Party (BPWP) Report  

The BPWP met on 1 June 2009.  Race-

courses were represented by Carla Moore, 

Ian Renton and John Smee.  The following 

items are of note: 

 

2010 Fixture Policy: The BPWP received an 

update from Ruth Quinn.  Bookmaker repre-

sentatives were asked to provide data for the 

next meeting on projected levy income if 

Good Friday would host 4 fixtures. 

Additional Races: Bookmaker representa-

tives would like to see more races being run, 

especially to fill the void between evenings 

and afternoons.  The possibility of dividing 

more races (both codes) was discussed, in-

cluding Handicaps.  BHA to investigate cut 

off for divisions.  HBLB offered to assist 

funding for any computer development. 

Racecourse representatives were asked to 

explore the additional costs of staging 9 or 10

-race cards. They were also asked to consider 

starting their AWT evening meetings earlier.  

A trial may be run from September onwards. 

Frost Covers: The HBLB is willing to take a 

more flexible approach regarding the pay-

ment of Frost Cover grants.  In future all tele-

vised Jump courses that use covers will be 

given a grant, regardless of whether they 

raced, or not. 

TurfTV/SIS : Coverage in shops has im-

proved. HBLB Executive will have regular 

meetings with both parties. 

Carla Moore 

Programme Book Volume IV  

The programmes for race meetings taking place between 1 October and 31 December 2009, 

which will feature in Volume 4 of the 2009 Programme Book, are available for collection from 

the Weatherbys database. 

  

Races for a number of the BHA Fixtures have been added to the base already.  There is no fur-

ther requirement to alter these races, but please add your own race titles and sponsorship details 

as appropriate.  Please call the BHA Racing Department if for any reason you are unable to run 

any of the races included, to discuss alternative options.  Mike Waring (0207 152 0056) and 

Richard Russell (0207 152 0054) will be contacting all racecourses staging BHA Fixtures, once 

plans have been finalised. You should make any amendments to your programmes, using the 

TRICL software, and then submit the programmes to the BHA Racing Department by no later 

than Friday 12 June. 

Carla Moore 

RCA Race Planning Workshop  

Due to the timing of the Managers Seminar in November at Chester Racecourse this year and the 

fact that Carla Moore will leave the RCA at the end of July, it has been decided to stage a Race 

Planning Workshop for those persons training to become a Clerk of the Course on Monday 13 

July.   The venue of the workshop is 151 Shaftesbury Avenue, London and it will commence at 

11.00 am.  Please contact Carla Moore by Friday 3 July to sign up for this workshop: 01344 625 

723 or carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

Carla Moore 

mailto:carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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PROMOTIONS  

The Mail on Sunday/Daily Mail Ticket Offer  

39 racecourses are participating in this offer on over 90 racedays in 2009. The offer launched in 

the Daily Mail on 2 January, appeared for a second time during the Cheltenham Festival and 

received a third slot on Bank Holiday Monday 4 May. 

Valerie Larue or John Phillips 

Date Racecourse Tickets Sold Date Racecourse Tickets Sold 

1 February Fontwell Park 42 5 April Southwell 64 

1 February Musselburgh 8 19 April Stratford 144 

8 February Exeter 84* 26 April Brighton 100 

8 February Hereford 70* 3 May Hamilton Park 92 

15 February Sedgefield 12* 3 May Newmarket 746 

22 February Fontwell Park 56 3 May Salisbury 294 

1 March Lingfield Park 2 10 May Plumpton 136 

8 March Market Rasen 56 10 May Southwell 112 

8 March Warwick 96 17 May Market Rasen 144 

15 March Carlisle 54 17 May Ripon 248 

15 March Southwell 46 24 May Fontwell Park 204 

22 March Huntingdon 58 24 May Uttoxeter 394 

15 March Fontwell Park 90 31 May Bath 204 

22 March Southwell 26 31 May Stratford 216 

22 March Wincanton 54 7 June Brighton 198 

29 March Kelso 48 7 June Southwell 116 

5 April Hexham 54 7 June Worcester 292 

5 April Market Rasen 88 TOTAL  3,272 

*subsequently abandoned 
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THE RACEGOERS CLUB  

PROMOTIONS  

Flyinflyout, our 2-year-old filly with Mick Channon in Owners Group 32, made her debut when a 

promising 4th at Goodwood on 20 May. She then ran at Redcar the following week before win-

ning on her 3rd start at Bath on 31 May. If she has recovered from all that action there is a possi-

bility that she may run in the Albany Stakes at Royal Ascot.           Paul Smith 

Racehorse Syndicates  

The Spring newsletter was sent to members in May and is attached. It includes the Social Diary 

which promotes special days with facilities at racecourses nationwide, for which bookings are 

now being taken.              John Phillips 

Newsletter  

British Horseracing Call Centre  

The Racecourse Association has been fulfilling the function of the BHAôs call centre since April 

2007, taking telephone bookings and processing all web bookings. 

 

Below are the ticket sales dealt with since the start of 2009 along with the equivalent sales from 

last year. 

  2009 2008 

Month  Orders Tickets Value Courses Orders Tickets Value Courses 

January 190 636 £14,290 25 183 718 £21,018 30 

February 202 762 £21,061 36 248 1,011 £26,554 32 

March  263 952 £22,637 40 277 1,029 £24,776 38 

April  230 911 £20,920 36 212 1,047 £21,902 44 

May 255 993 £25,562 38 210 1,131 £22,757 37 

TOTAL  1,140 4,254 £104,470   1,130 4,936 £117,007   

  (+0.9%) (-13.8%) (-10.7%)           

John Phillips 
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RACETECH  

RaceTech expands AV Team  

RaceTech has strengthened its audio visual sales team with the appointment of specialist 

technology consultant, Mark Jennings. 

  

Mark, who has previously headed Samsungôs mobile computing business and held simi-

lar positions with market leaders Acer and NEC, will focus on driving sales in new mar-

kets away from RaceTechôs core horseracing business.  His principal aims will be to 

capitalise on RaceTechôs expertise in the design and installation of bespoke audio visual 

systems and promoting the companyôs cabling and systems maintenance services.  

Catherine Pullan 

Stalls Handlers Wear Investec livery for the Derby Meeting  

Following on from the early success of the Turf TV sponsorship of the RaceTech stalls 

handling teams on Racing UK courses, this yearôs Derby meeting saw the team wearing 

Investec livery, providing valuable branding space and television coverage for the 

Derbyôs new sponsor. This important new ñmedia spaceò has proved popular with spon-

sors and racecourses alike and is paying real dividends, particularly for larger meetings, 

when the load often receives extensive TV coverage. What better way for a sponsor to  

display their brand on the day? 

Catherine Pullan 

Tune in to Ben?  

Many racecourses may be involved with the committees set up by REL to promote rac-

ing to a wider audience, using facilities such as racecourse TV (CCTV) and existing au-

dio set ups to deliver relevant information and ñinfo-tainmentò.  RaceTech has an enor-

mous knowledge bank of ñtricks of the tradeò that could be used to appeal to racegoers ï 

from zoned audio to more creative use of racecourse TV to enhanced branding for spon-

sors.  We are very keen to work with racecourses so please talk to us and you may be 

surprised by what we can deliver for you, using your existing equipment and infrastruc-

ture. 

Catherine Pullan 
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY  

Rules Update  

The BHA Chief Executive, Nic Coward mentioned at the Annual Conference that the lengthy process 

of rewriting the Rules was finally coming to an end and the new Rule Book was to be launched in July.  

 

The BHA have since received a number of questions about how the eventual change over from the old 

book to the new book is going to take place. The short answer is that the new book will be available 

online in July, with a two-month window for everybody to familiarise themselves with the new format 

before the final change over in September. 

 

Familiarisation with the new format, rather than with the new Rules, is the easiest way of understanding 

the rewrite because the actual meaning and application of the individual Rules has not changed. What 

the rewrite has hopefully achieved is to: 
 

 Remove duplication; 

 Use plain English and avoid jargon; and 

Make the Rules more user-friendly by bringing similar relevant provisions together (the introduc-

tion of 6 individual Manuals). 

 

Alongside the rewrite, the online Rule Book has also been overhauled and therefore when you go on 

line to view the book in July you will find it much more user-friendly. The site will be easier to navi-

gate, provide a better search engine, and provide more advanced printing options.  For those who may 

be worried that they wonôt be able to find the old Rules in the new format, the online launch will be 

accompanied by a comprehensive ódestinations tableô cross referencing where each of the Rules can be 

found. 
 

Contact: Lyn Williams, Disciplinary Department lwilliams@britishhorseracing.com  

Links to New Website gototheraces.com  
The British Horseracing Authority, at the end of 

May, launched a new ticketing and information 

portal following on from the success of gojum-

pracing.com which was nominated for Best Pro-

motion of a Sport by a Governing Body at the 

Sports Industry Awards 2009. The site is de-

signed to be a one-stop-shop for tickets for all 

meetings, as well as offering discounts and pro-

motions on many fixtures. 
 

As well as providing discounted tickets for all 

racegoers, the site is aimed at promoting the 

sport to new audiences by: 
 

Highlighting the major events throughout 

the season, again to let the first time race-

goer identify the big events for a great day 

out; 

Focusing on social events, with clear list-

ing all of the ladies days, family days, mu-

sic or festival days and evening fixtures; 

Providing comprehensive Beginners 

Guides to Racing and Betting, which 

cover everything from how to plan your 

day, what to wear, how to bet and how to 

pick a winner; 

Giving some suggestions of ñones to 

watchò, such as trainers, jockeys and even 

some top horses; 

Letting you search for your nearest race-

course. 
 

Aside from the ticketing function open to all, 

there is a real emphasis on making racing acces-

sible to newcomers, and help them enjoy the 

experience more by being better informed as to 

what to expect and what to look out for. 

 

The BHA would be grateful if courses could add 

www.gototheraces.com to their links pages. For 

those courses that may not have a óBeginners 

Guideô on their own sites, gototheraces.com has 

very useful beginnersô guides to Going Racing, 

Betting, Flat Racing and Jump Racing to link 

through to. 

http://www.gototheraces.com/BeginnersGuide/  

Contact: Robin Mounsey, Website Editor ï 

rmounsey@britishhorseracing.com 

mailto:lwilliams@britishhorseracing.com
http://www.gototheraces.com
http://www.gototheraces.com/BeginnersGuide/
mailto:rmounsey@britishhorseracing.com
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PHOTOGRAPHERS  

MEDICAL  

MISCELLANEOUS  

Rating Revaluation  

The RCAôs rating advisor for courses in England and Wales, Christopher Tattersall, has advised 

that the basis of calculation of the 2005 rating valuations for racecourses is expected to be agreed in 

the next month or so! 

 

This will no doubt lead to a raft of paperwork as assessments are issued, but if any courses have 

specific queries then Christopher can be contacted on 0114 276 7074. 

 

We understand that this be the trigger for the Rating Valuation office in Scotland to start the same 

process and the RCA is currently reviewing the provision of specific advice to the courses affected.  

In the meantime, Lance Havell at the RCA office, is the initial point of contact. 

Lance Havell 

RCA Medical Group  

Long time member of the RCA Medical Group, Dr John Disney has decided to retire from the 

group.  The RCA would like to say a big thank you to John for his valuable contribution and sup-

port over the past few years. 

 

Dr John Heathcock has been appointed to the Group in Johnôs place.  Dr Heathcock will be the 

RCA Medical representative for the Midlands and South West area.  

Caroline Davies 

Commercial Photographers Lists  

A complete list of Racecourse Official Photographerôs is now available from the RCA.  This list 

has been compiled to help racecourses accredit those photographers who do not have annual 

RCA accreditation.  Photographerôs detailed on the list all hold public liability insurance to a 

minimum of £1 million and are familiar with the guidelines for working on a racecourse. 

 

To obtain copies of the list, please contact Lizzie Lea or visit the membersô area on the RCA 

website www.britishracecourses.org 

Lizzie Lea 

http://www.britishracecourses.org
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TECHNICAL  

A seminar for Racecourse Managers will take place at Chester Racecourse on Monday 23 and Tuesday 

24 November 2009.  These dates have been specifically selected to avoid a clash with those of the pre-

vious Managers seminar, with the aim that those who were unable to attend previously will be able to 

attend on this occasion. 
 

If there are any topics that you would particularly like to see covered in this seminar please contact me 

and we will endeavour to include them in the seminar programme.                                    Holly Robarts 

RCA Racecourse Managers Seminar 2009  

BHA General Instructions  

All BHA General Instructions are now issued to racecourses in an electronic format only.  The follow-

ing Instructions have been reissued in 2009: 

BHA General Instruction 2.2 Reissued 23 January 2009 for immediate implemen-

tation 

  

BHA General Instruction 2.14 New Instruction Issued on 19 March 2009 for imple-

mentation on 28 March 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 3.2, Annex B Reissued 19 March 2009 for implementation on 28 

March 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 3.7 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 1 

February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 4.1 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 1 

February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 4.3 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 1 

February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 5.2 Reissued 6 May 2009 for implementation on 1 June 

2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 12.2 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 1 

February 2009 

  

BHA General Instruction 12.3 Reissued 28 January 2009 for implementation on 1 

February 2009 (Further reissued 25 March 2009) 

  

   

BHA Officials Procedure 2.4 Reissued 19 March 2009 for implementation on 28 

March 2009 

Racecourses are asked to check their BHA GI Folders and ensure that they have the most up to date 

copies of these Instructions.  Up to date copies of all BHA General Instructions are available from the 

membersô area of the RCA Website should racecourses require copies.  If you have any queries re-

garding the BHA General Instructions, please contact the BHA or RCA.                         Holly Robarts  
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TECHNICAL  

Weather Report  

Below is a summary of the April 2009 

Weather Report (for England and Wales) 

from the Environment Agency. 

 

April was relatively dry across most of Eng-

land and Wales, and the fifth month out of the 

last six with below average rainfall across 

England and Wales. Soil moisture deficits in-

creased during the month particularly across 

eastern and south east England. Monthly 

mean river flows across England and Wales 

were mostly below normal or notably low for 

the time of year particularly in Wales, north-

ern England, south west England, parts of the 

Midlands and in the far south east. Groundwa-

ter levels decreased at the majority of indica-

tor sites during April. At the end of the 

month, groundwater levels were normal at the 

majority of indicator sites except for those in 

the limestone aquifers of the Cotswolds and 

south Wales. Overall reservoir stocks de-

creased in all our regions except for Thames 

which remained unchanged. 

 

Rainfall:  April was drier than average across 

all our regions except for our South West Re-

gion. Monthly rainfall totals ranged from 42% 

of the long term average (LTA) in our An-

glian Region to 110% in our South West Re-

gion. Overall, England and Wales received 

75% of the monthly LTA. 

Soil Moisture Deficit: Soil moisture deficits 

(SMD) increased during April in six of our 

eight regions. At the end of the month, defi-

cits were highest in our Anglian and Thames 

Regions at around 40mm. 

River Flows: Monthly mean river flows for 

April were below normal or notably low for 

the time of year at three quarters of the indica-

tor sites. River flows in eastern and central 

southern England were mostly normal for the 

time of year. 

Groundwater Levels: Groundwater levels 

decreased at all but four updated indicator 

sites during April. Over three quarters of sites 

were normal or higher for the time of year. 

Three sites in the chalk aquifer decreased 

from normal in March to below normal in 

April. Two sites in the limestone aquifer of 

south Wales and the Cotswolds remained no-

tably low for the time of year and one site in 

the limestone aquifer of south Wales changed 

from notably low in March to exceptionally 

low in April. 

Reservoir Stocks: Reservoir stocks decreased 

by between 2% and 6% in all our regions ex-

cept for Thames Region, where stocks remain 

unchanged. The largest decrease of 14% was 

at Clatworthy Reservoir in our South West 

Region. At the end of April, stocks were nor-

mal or higher for the time of year at just over 

half of reservoirs or reservoir groups. Stocks 

within the Northern Command Zone (NCZ) 

and the Pennines Group in our North West 

Region were notably low for the time of year 

for the second and third consecutive months 

respectively. Overall reservoir stocks for Eng-

land and Wales decreased by 3% to 91% of 

capacity. 

Australian Racecourse Managers Association Annual Conference  

The Australian Racecourse Managers Association annual conference will be held on 22-26 August 

2009 at Alan Scott Park Morphettville Racecourse, South Australia.  A draft programme for the 

event and a registration form were distributed to all racecourses via the RCA Thursday E-mail on 

21 May 2009 and further copies are available from the RCA. For further information, please con-

tact Warren Williams, ARMA Secretary, on arma@racecoursemanagers.org.au 

mailto:arma@racecoursemanagers.org.au
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TRAINING  

Intermediate Course:   British Racing School, Newmarket 22 ï 27 November 2009 

 

There are places available on the above course.  For information please contact Chris Costello at 

the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton Mill, 

Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Telephone: 01908 312511, e-mail: iog@iog.org 

Racecourse Groundsmen Courses  

RMO Training Courses 2009  

The Racing and Equestrian Medical Officers course run by Dr Bennett has received full approval 

from the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 

  

In order to comply with the requirements of BHAGI 11.1 para 1, RMOs must undertake training 

every three years (or 4 for ATLS).  Courses are scheduled to be held on 19ð20 September 2009 at 

Chorley and 4-5 July 2009 at Newmarket.  To book a place, please contact Dr Bob Bennett on 

07979 506548. 

RMO One Day Refresher Training Courses 2009  

There will be two one day refresher courses run by Dr Bob Bennett on the following dates in 2009: 

  

Saturday 18 July 2009 

Saturday 10 October 2009 

  

These courses will be held at Uttoxeter Racecourse.  To book a place or for further details, please 

contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

The one-day óOverview of British Racingô course is being held on Thursday 30 July 2009 at San-

down Park Racecourse. The cost is £90 (including VAT) per delegate.  The course covers a variety 

of topics such as: The British Horseracing Authority, Racecourse Management, The Racing Media, 

The Rules of Racing, Weatherbys, The Breeding Industry and the Betting Industry. 

  

For further details please contact:  Rebecca Baker, Administrative Assistant, British Horseracing 

Authority, Direct: 020 7152 0021, Email  rbaker@britishhorseracing.com or Fax: 020 7152 0001. 

One -day ïOverview of British Racingð Course 

mailto:iog@iog.org
mailto:rbaker@britishhorseracing.com
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Missing Badges  

BADGES & PASS  

Free to use, Racing Register is an events diary maintained by Sportsguide Limited on behalf of the 

racing industry. Any organisation planning a press day, product launch or open day etc., involving 

racing professionals and the media can contact Racing Register to register their event and be advised 

of any potential date clashes. 

 

The following are highlights for June and July 2009.  For further details regarding specific dates 

please e-mail: events@racingregister.co.uk or contact Lynn Payne at Sportsguide Limited on 01344 

774322. 

 

 

June 
 

10 Wed ï 12 Fri   Goffs Landrover and June NH Sale  

16 Tues ï 20 Sat    Royal Ascot 

18 Thurs    Official Opening of Ffos Las Racecourse 

24 Wed ï Fri 26    Tattersalls Ireland Derby Sale  

30 Tues    Thoroughbred Breeders Association Seminar ï Tattersalls, Newmarket 

 

July 
 

6 Mon ï 10 Fri Tattersalls July Sale. Horses and fillies in Training  

28 Tues ï 1 Sat Aug Glorious Goodwood 

29 Wed Goodwood Media Dinner - Goodwood  

RACING REGISTER  

8 copies of the large poster and 4 copies of the 

A4 sized poster for 2009 have been sent to all 

racecourses.  Extra copies and electronic copies 

are available on request.                 Holly Robarts 

Badge Posters  

Copies of the lists of 2009 RCA and 

Press Badges holders are available on 

request. 

   Holly Robarts 

RCA and Press Badge Lists  

2010 Badge Colour Scheme  

The colours for the 2010 metal badges for the RCA, Press, Officials, NTF and PJA will be Dark 

and Light Blue.                Holly Robarts  

RCA:   6, 15, 29, 208, 252, 673, 863, 983, 984, 1011, 1352, 1360, 1412, 1470, 1471, 1681, 

 1751, 1805, 1832, 1910, 1923 

Press:   46, 426, 460, 469 

Officials:  63, 145, 162, 175 

PJA:   7, 18, 19, 74, 105, 106, 191, 192, 218, 225, 268, 313, 328 

NTF:   3, 54, 55, 261, 277, 439, 440, 486, 503, 504, 519, 698, 745, 793, 794, 818, 819, 860, 

 865, 866, 871, 872, 910, 911, 950, 951, 1402, 1403, 1444, 1551 

mailto:events@racingregister.com
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SOCIAL INTERCOURSE  

Spotlight On éééééé. 

Richard Linley 

BHA Inspector of Courses 

Age 
Fifty something? Have to check                                                                           

birth certificate! 

Marital Status/Children/

Pets 

Married to Julie / Alice [17] Samuel [15]                                                         / 

Freddie a hearthrug on legs and                                                                            

Jimmy 13.2 pony. 

Previous Career(s) 

Professional Jockey although open to                                                                   

discussion, had a variety of other                                                                                                       

experiences in the job market before I                                                                 

got that far. 

Best Bits About       

Your Job 

Fortunate to be doing something that entails different routes and meeting dif-

ferent people every day. 

Worst Bit About       

Your Job 

Obviously when any injuries occur. Occasionally get fed up with driving [only 

because of speed traps and idiotic drivers] but loads of music, Blackadder and 

Pete and Dud bring light relief. 

Best Racing               

Experience(s) 

Beating the Irish on their own turf on Decent Fellow, three Mackesons in four 

years and a Champion Hurdle on Gaye Brief take some beating.  

Worst Racing            

Experience 

Everything pales into insignificance when attending a meeting with a human 

fatality. 

Racing Hero's 

Major Hern and the Governor [G.B. Balding] for the best pieces of advice ever, 

I didn't turn out to be the big fat ******* they thought, had to breathe in to get 

past the scales at 11st 8lb after my first proper holiday. Nearly right! All the 

unsung hero's that work with sportsturf and of course Lester.Piggott. 

Most Fanciable Racing 

Personality 

Are you joking? More than my life is worth to comment, however, it does pay 

to be observant and see who has 'trained on', a moveable feast!! 

Hobbies 

Watching Alice and Sam compete in their sports whatever it might be. Golf, 

football, rugby, cricket and watching most other sports [except synchronised 

swimming], music, DIY and whittling wood. 

Favourite Film & TV 
Films based on fact, anything with Goldie Hawn [fantastically dizzy], Dustin 

Hoffman in it.  Mock the Week, Have I Got News For You.                                          

Favourite Holiday     

Destination 
My home without a phone. 

Current Wheels Peugeot 407 SW 

One Wish To Improve 

The Industry 

The moments have passed and the Norman Wisdom thunderbolt would never 

be big enough now!! 
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The Racegoers ClubðSpring 2009 Newsletter 

 
 

DIARY DATES  

      

     22 June   Industry Committee 

     22 June   Fixture Allocation Committee 

     23 June   RCA Race Planning Group 

     25 June   ROA AGM 

     26 June   REL Board 

     29 June   Jump Racing Development Group 

      

       2 July   BHA Racing Committee 

     13 July   Race Planning Workshop 

     17 July   REL Board 

     22 July   HBLB Board 

     22 July   Betting Patterns Working Party 

     23 July   RCA Board & AGM 

     28 July   BHA GI Liaison Group 

 

 

CONTRIBUTORSõ CONTACT LIST 

     

  

 Davies, Caroline   01344-873536 caroline.davies@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Havell, Lance   01344-873537 lance.havell@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Larue, Valerie   01344-625912 valerie.larue@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Lea, Lizzie    01344-626067 lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Moore, Carla   01344-625723 carla.moore@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Payne, Lynn   01344-774322 lynn@sportsguidelimited.com  

 Phillips, John   01344-626067 john.phillips@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Pullan, Catherine   0208 947 3333  cpullan@racetech.co.uk  

 Robarts, Holly   01344-873536 holly.robarts@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Smith, Paul    01344-625912 paul.smith@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Thorpe, David   01344-873538 david.thorpe@racecourseassociation.co.uk    

 Walker, Carol   01344-873536 carol.walker@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

          

                EDITOR: Carol Walker 

The Racecourse Association Ltd   

Winkfield Road 

Ascot 

Berkshire 

SL5 7HX 

 

UPDATE is also available on our website: 

 

ATTACHMENT  
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