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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

/Contd…... 

Economic Impact Study highlights British Racing                                   
as worth billions to the British economy  

British Racing worth more than £3.7bn to the British economy in 2008 

Return to racing from betting in Britain up to 8 times lower than other major racing 

nations 
 

Racing has retained its position as the second biggest sport in Britain after football, including 

revenue generation and attendance, in a major new Economic Impact Study published today. British 

Horseracing generated expenditure of £3.4bn in 2008, up from £2.86bn in 2005.  Once capital 

expenditure is added this figure rises to more than £3.7bn.  
 

The study, which is the second of its type produced for British 

Horseracing by the Sports Business Group at Deloitte, reiterates the 

value of horseracing to the British economy. The British Horseracing 

business contributed at least £325m in tax in 2008, taking the five 

year tax total to over £1.5bn.  British Racing has 18,600 full time 

equivalent jobs within its core industry, a vast number of them within 

the rural economy.  
 

According to the report, there are an estimated 52,000 full time 

equivalent jobs in the onshore betting industry which, given the 

considerable proportion of gross win provided by Racing (to the 

betting industry) indicates that a significant proportion of these jobs 

are supported by the sport. 
 

Taking into account secondary expenditure generated by the Racing 

industry in the economy, over 100,000 full time equivalent jobs were 

supported, directly or indirectly, by British Horseracing. 
 

Other key findings of the wide-ranging study, which has sections on 

the sport‘s varied participants and customers, as well as comparisons 

with the leisure market and international competitors, include: 
 

Core British Racing industry expenditure of over £1bn, with 

 racecourses generating £361m 

 Owners‘ gross expenditure totalled £367m, whilst receiving 

 income of £92m through prize  money to give a net 

 contribution of £275m 

 The expenditure of the breeding industry was estimated at 

 £207m 

 Capital expenditure over the last five years within the industry of £706m, of which 80% was 

 accounted for by racecourses, and a further estimated £110m by trainers and breeders 

Bookmakers‘ gross win on British Racing in 2008 totalling £1.05bn 
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY 

/Contd…. 

Economic Impact Study highlights British Racing                                   
as worth billions to the British economy  

In terms of Racing‘s standing within the competitive sports market in Britain: 
 

Racing once again had four of the top eight attended sporting events in 2008 

Total attendances of 5.7m last year placed Racing second only to football, with Rugby 

Union overtaking Greyhound racing to third place, followed by Cricket and Rugby 

League 
 

The Study also analysed betting turnover and returns to racing of the major racing nations. 
 

Britain was second only to Japan in the total amount bet on racing, with £12.1bn wagered in 

Britain compared to just under £14bn wagered in Japan.  However, the return to racing in 

Japan was £741m (5.3% of the amount wagered) against just £118m in Britain (1%). Both the 

USA and France see 8% of money wagered returned to racing (£589m and £531m 

respectively). 
 

The study is available to be downloaded for free at britishhorseracing.com.  
 

Nic Coward, Chief Executive of the British Horseracing Authority, said: ―Deloitte‘s study 

reiterates that British Horseracing, as the second biggest sporting activity in Britain, is a 

significant contributor to the leisure, agricultural and rural economies in Britain.‖ 
 

―It also highlights the disparity regarding the returns to the sport from betting compared to 

other major racing nations.  If further demonstration of our broken system was needed, we 

have the second highest betting turnover of the major racing nations yet the lowest return by 

far from the betting industry to our sport.‖ 
 

―British Racing‘s economic impact was over £3.7bn last year and over five years has 

generated over £1.5bn in tax revenue for Government. Our sport is of enormous value to 

Britain, and whilst we face challenges, there are opportunities that racing must take which can 

ensure our standing and importance within Britain can be maintained.‖ 
 

Alan Switzer, Director in the Sports Business Group at Deloitte, said: ―Like all sports, Racing 

faces a significant challenge as a result of the economic downturn.  While sport is certainly not 

immune from its effects we have seen an encouraging resilience across many sports.‖ 
 

―One impact of this has been a ‗flight to quality‘ with consumers increasingly focusing on the 

country‘s, and respective sports, top events.  Racing has the advantage that it has a number of 

such events, with attendances at the top festivals in 2009 generally holding up well.  A key 

challenge for Racing will be to find ways of increasing the profile of the next tier of fixtures.‖ 
 

―Many of the metrics in this report are likely to experience declines in 2009, but we are 

confident the sport has the ability to bounce back once economic conditions improve.‖ 
 

 

 

For further information please contact BHA Head of Public Affairs Will Lambe on 020 7152 

0028 or 07816 914409 or Media Relations Manager Paul Struthers on 020 7152 0166 or 

07966 590105. 
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The British Horseracing Authority revealed on 

Tuesday 29 September Racing Together 2009, 

a report highlighting the contribution that 

British Horseracing makes to life, society and 

culture in Britain.  
 

Racing Together, the sport‘s community 

strategy, was first launched by the Authority in 

2008 to help build wider recognition of 

Racing‘s current contribution and mark the 

start of work towards a more cohesive strategy 

for the future.  In the first year the Authority 

has carried out an audit to measure the 

contribution Racing makes, highlight best 

practice and give recognition to existing 

work.  The audit was carried out in partnership 

with Business in the Community, via an online 

survey and structured interview program.   
 

Racing Together 2009 reports on some of the 

findings of the audit and highlights some of the 

fantastic projects already in place within the 

industry.  Key findings from the audit include: 
 

Over 180 charity racedays are run by our 

60 racecourses every year, generating at 

least £1.8m for charitable causes 

More than 55,000 children have 

developed their skills in maths, literacy 

and science through the Racing to School 

programme 

In excess of £700,000 has been raised for 

charity through open days at key racing 

centres, trainers‘ yards and studs in the 

past 10 years 

Racecourse charitable trusts have 

donated over £400,000 to charitable 

causes in the last 6 years 
 

As well as highlighting the work that 

racecourses do with charities, Racing Together 

2009 highlights a host of other activities and 

initiatives that benefit both the local 

community and Racing‘s people.  These 

include: 
 

 The Ebony Horse Club, which provides 

youngsters in Brixton‘s Coldharbour 

Ward with  access to horses and riding 

 The West Suffolk SOS Bus, a multi-

agency initiative designed to meet the 

needs of  vulnerable people out and 

about in West Suffolk‘s nightlife 

 The Jockeys Employment and Training 

Scheme, which helps jockeys recognise 

and fulfil  their potential by developing 

lifelong career plans 

Racehorse welfare charity Greatwood‘s 

Horse Power, which helps children with 

special needs learn life skills through 

interaction with horses 
 

Nic Coward, Chief Executive of the British 

Horseracing Authority, said: ―Racing Together 

tells of how the sport looks after its people, 

from the moment they enter the industry to the 

support that is offered beyond retirement at 

Oaksey House in Lambourn.   
 

―It talks of the charity events that take place in 

their hundreds on racecourses and  how we 

reach out to young people, many from inner-

city areas, allowing them to experience a day at 

the races, and use horseracing as a tool for 

learning or the potential for employment. 
 

―Racing Together demonstrates the importance 

of British Horseracing to the communities in 

which it takes place and highlights that British 

Horseracing has much to be proud of.‖ 
 

Catherine Sermon, National Community 

Impact Director for Business in the 

Community, said: ―The British Horseracing 

industry will benefit from BHA‘s report, 

Racing Together.  I am excited about the 

possibilities for the horseracing industry to 

further address the most pressing social issues 

with communities and take forward the 

findings of this audit.‖ 
 

 

 

For further information please contact BHA 

Head of Public Affairs Will Lambe on 020 

7152 0028 or 07816 914409 or Media 

Relations Manager Paul Struthers on 020 7152 

0166 or 07966 590105. 

 

Racing Together 2009 Report                                                                   
highlights the impact of British Horseracing on national life  

 

BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY 
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RACE PLANNING 

2010 Race Times  

Racecourses should all have received the 2010 

race times document. It includes all race times for 

the whole year, is in a printer friendly format and 

totals 74 pages if the whole document is printed. 

The times for the first quarter of the year 

(Programme Book 1) have been finalised. 

 

However, as with last year the Race Times 

Working Party (RTWP) will meet to discuss times 

for the remaining quarters once the relevant 

Programme Books have been completed and 

television schedules known. The finalised times 

for the second quarter of 2010 (April – June, PB 

2) will be sent out in January, for the third quarter 

(July – September, PB 3) in April, and for the 

final quarter (October – December, PB 4) in July. 

First race times from the original document will 

not be changed if at all possible. 

  

The RTWP has tried to accommodate as many 

racecourse requests as possible which has 

inevitably resulted in some changes to the original 

document. Some timings also needed to be 

revised due to their close proximity to sunset. As 

ever, days affected by terrestrial television (dates 

coloured pink in the document, which include all 

Saturdays) will be subject to change once final 

television schedules have been received.  

However, James Savage, BHA‘s Race Times 

Executive, will attempt to minimise disruption to 

first race times wherever possible. 

  

Racecourses were also sent the following 

documents: the Race Times Principles, 

Broadcasting Arrangements and Protocol to 

Minimise Race Clashes (see below) which were 

agreed by the Race Times Committee. 

Lizzie Lea 

Protocol To Minimise Race Clashes  

Any delay to race off-times is undesirable and in 

many instances unavoidable (incidents on the track 

or parade ring), but when such a delay leads to the 

direct clash of one or more races, the adverse effect 

on the betting turnover to either or both events, 

results in an overall loss of income to the whole 

industry.   

 

During normal office hours (i.e. Mon-Fri 9am to 

5pm) if a delay occurs at another racecourse the 

BHA Racing Department will contact the Clerk of 

the Course at the racecourse where times need to 

be amended, who will inform the Stipendiary 

Steward/Stewards that there is a need to delay.  

This delay is to be implemented at all times unless 

there are extraordinary circumstances.  In addition, 

if a Stipendiary Steward is officiating at a meeting 

that has just suffered a lengthy delay to a race he/

she should contact the BHA Racing Department 

(020 7152 0050) and seek instruction to delay later 

races as necessary rather than trying to catch up 

with published times which often leads to clashes.   

 

Outside normal office working hours (i.e. at 

evenings/weekends/Bank Holidays) the 

Stipendiary Steward should liaise via mobile phone 

with the other Stipendiary Steward(s) on duty on 

the day in question and endeavour to agree a delay 

at one or more track(s) that minimises the 

likelihood of clashes.  Stewards Panels and 

Managing Executives are to implement such delays 

(sunset times and any extraordinary circumstances 

permitting).  In most cases the easiest way to 

prevent clashes is to simply race in the next race 

time allotted to the racecourse in question and add 

an extra race time onto the end of those scheduled 

(subject to sunset). 

 

e.g. If a course is racing on the hour and half hour 

from 2.00 – 5.00 and the 2.30 race is delayed this 

should be run at 3.00 and every race move a slot 

later so the last race is then run at 5.30. Other 

points of note: 

 

a) Terrestrial TV fixtures are clearly vital to racing 

and other meetings should, in the event of delays, 

revolve around the terrestrially-covered fixtures. 

b) It is clearly easier to delay a Jump race start than 

a Flat race start and there is no suggestion that the 

latter should be delayed once a load is in progress. 

c) Broadcasters may also contact the Clerk of the 

Course to request a slight delay to racing and these 

should be accommodated where possible.  

However, Stipendiary Stewards should seek to 

ensure that such requests do not create a clash of 

races with another meeting. 

Lizzie Lea 
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RACE PLANNING 

RCA Race Planning Group (RPG)  

The Group met on 24 September. Racecourses 

were represented by: Jim Allen, Stephen 

Higgins, Nick Lees, Neil Mackenzie-Ross and 

Michael Prosser.  Also in attendance were: 

Stephen Atkin, Alan Delmonte, Tim Jones and 

Lizzie Lea.  A summary of discussions is 

outlined below.  Minutes from the meeting will 

be circulated to racecourses in the Thursday 

Email. 

Fixture Bidding Process: The Group expressed 

concern at the technical problems encountered 

by Weatherbys in the Fixture bidding process. 

The Executive will ask BHA to disclose its 

investigations, if any, into the fault and what 

steps have been taken to prevent a recurrence. 

Enterprise Fixtures: The Group discussed the 

memo sent from BHA to racecourses to inform 

tracks that they would allow racecourses to 

cancel an Enterprise Fixture up until the time 

that the details of the fixture have been signed 

off to appear in the Programme Book.  The 

memo said the BHA Board would continue to 

apply its current approach for any racecourse 

staging such a fixture to offer prize money of 

£40,000 (Flat) and £30,000 (Jump). In addition 

the cancellation of an Enterprise Fixture by a 

racecourse would be on a permanent basis. The 

Group proposed that the minimum prize money 

value for these fixtures should also be reduced 

in line with the percentage cuts across the board. 

Good Friday: The Group supported the 

principle of an application to stage fixtures on 

Good Friday. It was recognised that the support 

of the Horsemen‘s Group was likely to be key to 

BHA‘s view. The Horsemen would be keen to 

see significant prize money levels and a 

contribution towards the charitable causes to 

offset the impact on the open days, which are 

estimated to raise £60,000 per annum. 

Bullet/Dash Races: The Group supported the 

concept of some trial races over distances 

shorter than 5 furlongs, based on two models: 

Early season juvenile races & a race series for 

older sprinters. The RCA will have informal 

discussions with the NTF and ROA. 

Prize Money 2011: The Group discussed the 

challenges faced in balancing the HBLB budget 

and the potential future impact on HBLB prize 

money allocations. The Group will be involved 

in the detailed aspects of the issues identified by 

the RCA Board. 

Flat Heritage Handicaps: The Group noted 

that the BHA Racing Committee had discussed 

the widespread concern about the proliferation 

of heritage handicaps and had proposed that the 

initial prize money requirement should be 

increased to £75,000. It was accepted that the 

position of heritage handicaps should be 

reviewed as part of the Racing for Change 

programme. The Group considered that the 

attraction of these races to racecourses was not 

the ‗heritage‘ tag but the wide range of the 

handicap. We have therefore suggested to BHA 

that, at the racecourse‘s discretion, any Flat 

handicaps at £35,000 or above could obtain or 

retain a wide handicap band, whilst only those 

above £75,000 would be eligible for the 

‗heritage‘ tag. The RCA was asked to review 

what value the ‗heritage‘ handle adds to these 

races for racecourses.   

Appearance Money Scheme:  The HBLB will 

be cutting its funding to the Scheme in 2010 by 

5% (£75,000) which would necessitate a 10% 

reduction across the board because of the 

increase in divided races on Sundays. BHA 

proposed scrapping support for Novice Chases 

and Conditions Stakes but increasing Sunday 

payments to £155. The Group took the view that 

the payments for Novice Chases and Flat 

Conditions Stakes had a more significant impact 

on field sizes. They have proposed that the 

Sunday payments be held and that funding for 

Class 1 Novices Chases be withdrawn and if this 

is insufficient then a reduction in the Class 2 

races covered by the Scheme. 

Frost Cover Protection payments:  The Group 

were informed that the  HBLB proposed to limit 

the payments, which are capped at £10,000 per 

meeting, to the principal televised meeting on 

Saturdays. They supported the proposal that the  

payment will be made, whether the meeting 

subsequently goes ahead provided the covers 

have been deployed at the appropriate time.  

7th Race Scheme: Alan Delmonte informed the 

Group that he was in the process of a review of 

the 7th Race Scheme. As it stood it was a 

conglomeration of all race types. To maximise 

levy expenditure the HBLB would look to 

establish if the 7th Race Scheme was fulfilling 

its purpose. 

Next meeting: Thursday 12 November 2009 

Stephen Atkin/Lizzie Lea 
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HORSERACING BETTING LEVY BOARD 

HBLB awards £1.2 million for veterinary research  

The Horserace Betting Levy Board (HBLB) (www.hblb.org.uk), has awarded 6 grants, worth over 

£1.2m, for veterinary research projects starting from October 2009.  The research disciplines 

include infectious diseases, vaccine design, musculoskeletal injuries and environmental safety 

factors. 

 

The research projects will be undertaken at 5 different institutions; Universities of Edinburgh, 

Glasgow and Liverpool, Moredun Research Institute and Animal Health Trust. 

 

Professor Willie Donachie, chair of the HBLB‘s Veterinary Advisory Committee, which evaluated 

33 funding applications, commented: 

 

‗It was an extremely competitive round of bids and we expect that the winning projects will make 

an important and practical contribution to the health and welfare of the Thoroughbred.‘ 

 

Questions that these HBLB-funded research projects will address over the next three years 

include: 

 

What are the most important risk factors for injuries in jump racing, what factors cause them 

to commonly occur, is there an affect of seasonality and what are the differences between 

racecourses? This project will use existing data held by the British Horseracing Authority. 

 

What are the causes of equine tendon injury? Using a new, multi-disciplinary collaborative 

partnership, this project will provide data to inform vets on treatment and prevention of one 

of the most important causes of failure to race. 

 

How viable is the mandatory passport data existing on the National Equine Database (NED) 

as a resource to accurately plot the distribution of equines in the UK?  How might potential 

transmission of African Horse Sickness vary geographically and seasonally? This project 

will model various scenarios. 

 

To what extent is there drug resistance to de-wormers?  How will this affect future 

management strategies to protect horses from poor performance and life threatening parasitic 

disease? This project builds on research previously funded by HBLB. 

 

How does the bacterium Rhodococcus equi cause infection, particularly severe respiratory 

disease of foals? How does it persist in the environment?   This project builds on previous 

research funded by HBLB and is the basis for future vaccine design. 

 

What is the relationship between attachment of the bacterium Streptococcus zooepidemicus 

and causes of a range of equine respiratory diseases, particularly in young horses starting 

training? This project builds on previous research funded by HBLB and is key to future 

vaccine design. 

 

For further information contact Stephanie McIntosh, HBLB Equine Grants Manager, at 

equine.grants@hblb.org.uk or 020 7802 3885. 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/cwalker/Local%20Settings/stephanie/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/9KHY9M7A/www.hblb.org.uk
mailto:equine.grants@hblb.org.uk
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PROMOTIONS 

HORSERACING BETTING LEVY BOARD 

Levy Board Maintains 2010 Expenditure At Agreed Levels  

At its meeting on Wednesday 23 September, the Levy Board discussed revised income forecasts 

for 2009 and subsequent years in the light of public announcements by various betting operators 

to move their internet sportsbooks off-shore, the effects of which are estimated to reduce annual 

levy yield by some £4m. 

 

The Board agreed that: 

 

a) No material changes would be made to forecast expenditure in 2009 

b) There would be no change to previous expenditure decisions for 2010, although the 

position would be kept under regular review 

c) The Board‘s allocation to prize money in 2010 would therefore remain at £57m. 

d) The Levy Board would achieve a balanced budget for 2011 

e) The Levy Board would continue with its work in developing recommendations for levy 

distribution from 2011 onwards, which should encompass all expenditure heads. 

 

The Board also agreed to a request from Racing‘s Representatives to contribute £200,000 in 2010 

to the BHA‘s Development Fund. 

 

Robert Hughes, Chairman of the Levy Board, said: 

 

―Board members have taken a prudent and measured approach to the short-term difficulties facing 

the Levy Board. I believe that we have struck the right balance between our fiduciary 

responsibilities and maintaining confidence and continuity for racing. Our contribution to the 

Development Fund, the importance of which is widely recognised, is an example of this.‖ 

 

―Going forward, it is more important than ever that Racing and Betting work together to focus on 

levy generation, which should also be a key task of the Racing For Change programme. Around 

the Board table there is a real willingness to look at ways to develop the sport‘s attractiveness to 

the punter and I am confident that, as I pass on the Chairmanship to Paul Lee, Racing can 

continue to thrive.‖  

 

For further information please contact Douglas Erskine-Crum, Chief Executive of the Levy 

Board, on 020 7802 3892. 

Daily Mirror Ticket Offer  

The 2-for-1 offer, which received nearly £40,000 of free space in the Daily Mirror, People and 

Daily Mirror racing supplement and generated nearly 10,000 of advance booked ticket sales for 

40 courses, was very well received by the Daily Mirror.   

 

The Promotions Executive at the Daily Mirror was particularly pleased with the offer‘s popularity 

amongst readers and the efficiency with which the promotion was run on their behalf, and is 

hopeful that the RCA and Daily Mirror will be able to combine again on future promotions.  

John Phillips 
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PROMOTIONS 

The Daily Mail Ticket Offer  

39 racecourses are participating in this offer on over 90 racedays in 2009. The offer made its fifth 

and final appearance in the paper this year on Friday 2 October.  

Valerie Larue or John Phillips 

Date Racecourse Tickets 

Sold 

Date Racecourse Tickets 

Sold 

1 February Fontwell Park 42 14 June Stratford 184 

1 February Musselburgh 8 21 June Hereford 258 

8 February Exeter 84* 21 June Hexham 102 

8 February Hereford 70* 21 June Pontefract 282 

15 February Sedgefield 12* 28 June Salisbury 298 

22 February Fontwell Park 56 5 July Ayr 100 

1 March Lingfield Park 2 5 July Brighton 356 

8 March Market Rasen 56 5 July Market Rasen 270 

8 March Warwick 96 12 July Southwell 224 

15 March Carlisle 54 19 July Redcar 72* 

15 March Southwell 46 26 July Ascot 790 

22 March Huntingdon 58 26 July Carlisle 86 

15 March Fontwell Park 90 26 July Pontefract 372 

22 March Southwell 26 2 August Chester 642 

22 March Wincanton 54 2 August Market Rasen 188 

29 March Kelso 48 2 August Newbury 362 

5 April Hexham 54 9 August Leicester 184 

5 April Market Rasen 88 9 August Redcar 52 

5 April Southwell 64 16 August Bath 240 

19 April Stratford 144 16 August Pontefract 528 

26 April Brighton 100 16 August Southwell 196 

3 May Hamilton Park 92 23 August Musselburgh 8 

3 May Newmarket 746 30 August Beverley 280 

3 May Salisbury 294 30 August Goodwood 500 

10 May Plumpton 136 30 August Yarmouth 294 

10 May Southwell 112 6 September Fontwell Park 66 

17 May Market Rasen 144 6 September Worcester 156 

17 May Ripon 248 13 September Ffos Las 356 

24 May Fontwell Park 204 13 September Goodwood 200 

24 May Uttoxeter 394 20 September Hamilton Park 52 

31 May Bath 204 20 September Plumpton 112 

31 May Stratford 216 27 September Ascot 410 

7 June Brighton 198 27 September Market Rasen 152 

7 June Southwell 116 27 September Musselburgh 24 

7 June Worcester 292 4 October Huntingdon 158 

14 June Doncaster 310 4 October Kelso 6 

14 June Salisbury 180 4 October Uttoxeter 46 

TOTAL  12,368 

*subsequently abandoned 
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PROMOTIONS 

British Horseracing Call Centre  
The Racecourse Association has been fulfilling the function of the BHA‘s call centre since April 2007, 

taking telephone bookings and processing all web bookings. 

 

Below are the ticket sales dealt with since the start of 2009 along with the equivalent sales from last 

year. 

  2009 2008 

Month  Orders Tickets Value Courses Orders Tickets Value Courses 

January 190 636 £14,290 25 183 718 £21,018 30 

February 202 762 £21,061 36 248 1,011 £26,554 32 

March  263 952 £22,637 40 277 1,029 £24,776 38 

April  230 911 £20,920 36 212 1,047 £21,902 44 

May 255 993 £25,562 38 210 1,131 £22,757 37 

June 306 1,159 £19,515 44 257 1,032 £23,575 31 

July 360 1,368 £23,997 44 194 842 £18,519 33 

August 303 1,209 £19,364 47 158 655 £15,297 31 

September 225 803 £13,409 44 79 287 £5,260 25 

TOTAL  2,334 8,793 £180,755   1,818 7,754 £179,697   

  (+28%) (+13%) (+0.6%)           
John Phillips 

2009 Attendance  

  2009 2008 

Month  Attendance Actual 

Fixtures 

Ave. Daily Attendance Actual  

Fixtures 

Ave. Daily 

January 156,895 85 1,846 157,268 97 1,621 

February 138,366 88 1,572 169,622 99 1,713 

March  407,138 112 3,635 395,317 109 3,627 

April  496,748 128 3,881 472,968 127 3,724 

May 678,498 159 4,267 697,050 157 4,440 

June 879,102 143 6,148 948,731 139 6,825 

July 895,782 148 6,053 858,570 149 5,762 

August 774,506 141 5,493 702,164 128 5,486 

September 417,188* 109 3,827 385,602 101 3,818 

Total 4,844,223 1,113 4,352 4,787,292 1,106 4,328 

  (+1.2%) (+0.6%) (+0.6%)       

ATTENDANCE 

*2 attendances yet to be received 
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Please would all racecourses check that the RaceTech MCR has a copy of your most recent and up 

to date captions for CCTV in the event of emergency evacuation or any other emergency event. It 

is important that scripts are made available to the Broadcast office and any corresponding captions 

that need to go out on CCTV are lodged with the MCR to ensure that all HSE procedures are 

correctly adhered to.  

 

If you have recently updated your procedures, or even just the words/phrases that are to be used 

please make sure that we have the latest version.                                                  

      Catherine Pullan 

RaceTech Reminders  

SPONSORSHIP 

HSA Comments on BMA Report  

The HSA is fully committed to defending the 

sponsorship of alcohol brands in 

horseracing.  The alcohol industry has strong 

corporate responsibility policies and 

regulations, and  all racecourses and their 

catering partners will have similar 

responsibility and regulatory policies as per 

the Racecourse Association guidance 

documents. 

 

The HSA will work closely with sponsorship 

bodies, the Racecourse Association and 

indeed relevant horseracing sponsors to 

demonstrate horseracing best practice and 

responsibility in this area, lobby against and 

repel a ban where necessary.  

 

The European Sponsors Association issued a 

statement in response to the report which 

reflects the HSA‘s views precisely: 

 

The European Sponsorship Association 

(ESA), which represents the sponsorship 

industry throughout Europe, strongly defends 

sponsorship by alcohol brands. The threat of 

a ban would seriously damage the 

sponsorship industry, sport and other areas 

currently supported by the alcohol industry. 

 

The alcohol sector is currently the 5th largest 

in the sponsorship industry and if this vital 

support was to disappear, essential funding 

for several events would disappear with it. 

 

A pan-European survey amongst sports and 

cultural rights holders and governing bodies 

was completed earlier this year by ESA, as a 

member of the EU‘s Alcohol and Health 

Forum. The results showed there was 

widespread self-regulation, with most bodies 

having their own policy on how they worked 

with any sponsor to promote responsible 

drinking. 

ESA reiterates that sponsorship can offer 

many advantages to sports clubs - from 

support at grassroots to the most elite clubs - 

and cultural groups and that with the industry 

so well self-regulated and alcohol companies 

using their campaigns to promote responsible 

drinking, society can receive many benefits 

from their support.    

       

    Mary-Ann Sandercock 

RACETECH 
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RACETECH 

RaceTech Stalls Handler Rides in Czech Republic Charity Race  

RaceTech Stalls Handler Mitch Barnard is 

putting away his blindfold and lead rein in 

favour of racing silks and goggles to take part 

in a special charity race as part of the Czech 

119th Velka Pardubice Festival 10 -11 October 

2009. 

 

The charity race is run over a mile and half on 

the Flat on Saturday 10 October, with 6 

volunteer ―jockeys‖ from the UK lining up 

against 6 ―jockeys‖ from the Czech Republic 

to raise money for a local orphanage and a 

charity of each rider‘s choice. Mitch has 

nominated The Injured Jockeys Fund at 

Oaksey House in Lambourn as his UK charity 

and has really thrown himself into the spirit of 

things, riding out every morning and spending 

extra time in the gym to get fit enough to race-

ride. 

 

Mitch is taking it all very seriously and says 

―Although it is a charity race and all of the 

riders are amateurs, we want to raise as much 

money as possible for these good causes. 

Added to that, I want to win!‖ Mitch Barnard 

has been working with RaceTech for some 

years as a stalls handler, so knows what it 

takes to win on the Flat. 

 

The famous Pardibuce Cross Country 

Steeplechase is run on the Sunday of the two 

day meeting and has long held the fascination 

of several British trainers and riders. It is a 

unique cross country race and attracts a truly 

international entry and crowd of spectators. 

On Saturday, the action is all on the Flat, with 

the listed St Leger being the feature race of 

the day. 

 

To make a donation to Mitch Barnard‘s 

charity for the race, please contact The Injured 

Jockey‘s Fund at Oaksey House in Lambourn 

or send cheques payable to ―The Injured 

Jockey‘s Fund‖ to RaceTech, who will 

forward them on.     

  

Catherine Pullan 

PRESS 

Press Arrangements at Festival Meetings  

The HWPA Committee held a meeting with racecourses on 11 September at Doncaster Racecourse to 

discuss press arrangements at festival meetings. It was well attended and provided a good opportunity 

for the press and racecourses to review how their festival meetings have worked for both parties.  

 

It was suggested at the meeting that it would be useful for the RCA to conduct a short survey to 

determine the wi-fi band width that all racecourses provide in their press room, and whether there are 

separate provisions for the written press and photographers. This was due to some racecourses 

receiving enquiries from members of the press with regard to the wi-fi service provided. The 

information collected from racecourses can then be shared amongst members on a no-name basis, to 

allow them to analyse their own wi-fi provision and to inform members of the press where they 

provide a similar service to others. The final results of the survey will be circulated within the 

Thursday Email. 

 

We thank Doncaster for use of their facilities at their Leger Festival.               

                              Lizzie Lea 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Racing Post - RACING. BE PART OF IT  

Dame Judi Dench, Michael Owen, Ronan Keating and other celebrity racehorse owners have lent 

their support to the Racing Post Yearling Bonus Scheme, in an inspiring 2-minute film, Galloping 

On……….    WATCH NOW  AT THE FOLLOWING LINK  

 

http://www.racingpost.com/media/media_centre.sd?view=rp&media_id=9757 

 

Members of the Racing Post Yearling Bonus Scheme committee hope the film will help promote 

the scheme and encourage current, lapsed and new owners to get involved in this autumn‘s sales in 

Britain and Ireland.  It is also hoped that the film will help market racing as a whole.  

 

If any racecourses is willing to feature the film on their websites, or include a link to the film, it 

would be much appreciated by all involved.  

 

An email creative has also been produced and can be sent to anyone wishing to use it.  For more 

information on how you can link to the film, or for more content, please contact Lucy Watson at 

the Racing Post: lucy.watson@racingpost.com         

                     Lizzie Lea 

talkSPORT Going Reports  

Now that we are into October there is the likelihood of the occasional inspection.  Even if the 

official inspection is timed to take place after the last bulletin at 6.50am, it is much appreciated 

by John Phillips, Paul Smith and myself as well as Derek Thompson at talkSPORT to have an 

insight into what has happened overnight so that prospects can be provisionally flagged up at 

6.50am.  In addition to talkSPORT we also update the PA (includes Teletext), SIS, Racing Post 

and numerous other local and national radio stations on going reports and inspections each 

morning. 

 

Please call the 07917 127 302 before 6.40am on the morning of racing (this includes Saturdays & 

Sundays).              

      Lizzie Lea 

House of Commons Reception on Monday 26 October 2009  

A reminder to put into your diaries the reception at the House of Commons on 26 October where 

we will be unveiling the report on Racing‘s support for the Community and the latest Economic 

Report by Deloitte. We do hope you will be able to come and will encourage your MP to drop in. 

Formal invitations will be sent out shortly. 

 

For further information please contact: Will Lambe at  wlambe@britishhorseracing.com or 

Stephen Atkin at stephen.atkin@racecourseassociation.co.uk      

                             Lizzie Lea 

http://www.racingpost.com/media/media_centre.sd?view=rp&media_id=9757
mailto:lucy.watson@racingpost.com
mailto:wlambe@britishhorseracing.com
mailto:stephen.atkin@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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VETERINARY 

Thoroughbred Racing and Breeding Seminar  
12 November 2009  

Billed as ‗Europe‘s biggest annual Thoroughbred 

conference‘ the Thoroughbred Racing and 

Breeding Seminar is in its ninth year, created for 

trainers, breeders and owners of Thoroughbreds, it 

has also become a key fixture for many 

professionals across the equine disciplines. Set to 

take place on the 12 November it is hosted again at 

Cheltenham Racecourse‘s Centaur Centre, and is 

sponsored by the Horserace Betting Levy Board, 

Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health and 

Cheltenham Racecourse.  The programme will 

include ‗hot topics‘ of concern to all dedicated 

horse owners,  feature key research, and, provide 

the opportunity for the exchange of ideas and 

discussion between the panel and delegates, 

through the very popular ‗Questions and 

Discussion‘ sessions. 
 

The morning commences with the introduction and 

welcome from Dr Peter Webbon, who chairs the 

proceedings, and, a panel of world renowned 

speakers. 
 

Professor Josh Slater opens with a presentation 

‗Disease aspects of breeding and young stock‘, 

highlighting important new scientific 

developments in how key pathogens cause disease, 

and exploring how this can be used to help 

improve husbandry, vaccines and drug design.   

Professor Jose Vazquez-Boland continues the 

investigation into the pathogens theme in his 

presentation, ‗Rhodococcus equi genomics: 

looking into the soul of a horse pathogen‘.  The 

cause of severe respiratory disease in foals, 

knowledge of the bacteria which causes this highly 

fatal condition is critical in overcoming it.  
 

Increasing anthelmintic resistance has led to much 

discussion on the control of intestinal roundworms; 

Professor Jacqui Matthews outlines current 

strategies in countering this, and provides insights 

into design rationale for worm control 

programmes. 
 

Disease prevention and control remains at the 

forefront of equine husbandry and two 

presentations outline the latest progress.  Defra 

continues to work towards ensuring we are 

prepared for an outbreak of exotic equine disease, 

and Arik Dondi from Defra will present an 

explanation of their approach to disease control, 

highlighting the work of their specialist team. 

Then, in the light of the recent outbreak of CEM in 

the USA, the interim update in the HBLB Codes of 

Practice is examined by Chris Rea of the HBLB 

Veterinary Advisory Committee, illustrating how 

effective the Codes have been, and why they 

remain a vital defence tool for the future.  
 

The final session of the morning is presented by 

Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health.  They 

support equine research through their Connect 

Equine Bursary, and one veterinary student 

deemed an ‗Equine Rising Star‘ will present their 

recent research project.  
 

The afternoon sessions are primarily concerned 

with performance.  The opening presentation from 

Dr Domingo Tortonese, examines the issues 

around ‗Globetrotting‘; in humans jetlag impairs 

performance both physically and mentally, 

evidence is emerging that horses may also be 

affected.  
 

‗Horsepower‘ by Dr Richard Piercy, explores the 

deleterious effects of underlying muscle damage in 

animals working at their physiological limits, and, 

the final presentation of the day from Professor 

Stephen May, demystifies modern diagnostic 

techniques.  Diagnostic imaging is central in 

establishing the cause of a problem, but which 

imaging tool should be used, and when? 
 

The afternoon closes with a last ‗Questions and 

Discussion‘ session, and for those seeking answers 

to specific issues, delegates are again invited to 

submit written questions to the panel in advance of 

the day. 
 

Due to the Seminar's increasing popularity, early 

booking is recommended as places will be 

allocated on a 'first come first served' basis. 
 

A registration form is attached, but to obtain 

further details about the Seminar, visit 

www.thoroughbred-seminar.com or contact Louise 

Holder, R&W Communications, Suites 3&4, 8 

Kings Court, Willie Snaith Road, Newmarket, 

Suffolk CB8 7SG. Tel: 01638 667600 Fax: 01638 

6 6 7 2 2 9  e - m a i l  l o u i s e . h o l d e r @ r w -

communications.co.uk    
 

www.thoroughbred-seminar.com 
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TECHNICAL 

RCA Racecourse Management Seminar 2009  

A seminar for Racecourse Management will take place at Chester Racecourse on Monday 23 and 

Tuesday 24 November 2009.  These dates have been specifically selected to avoid a clash with 

those of the previous Management seminar, with the aim that those who were unable to attend pre-

viously will be able to attend on this occasion. 

 

The event is designed to appeal to Racecourse Management teams, and other members of race-

course staff would be very welcome to attend.   Monday‘s programme focuses on the Racing For 

Change Project and will provide an opportunity for racecourses to receive an update on progress as 

well as participate in workshops regarding the implementation of some of the recommendations on 

course.  Tuesday‘s programme concentrates on more practical matter, including industry and com-

munity relations as well as Major Incident Management. 

 

There will also be a reception and dinner on the Monday evening at the racecourse, with a guest 

speaker after dinner. 

 

Booking forms will be sent to all racecourses shortly.                                                 Holly Robarts 

Off Times  

Racecourses will be aware that on Thursday 3 

September representatives of the RCA and 

RCA Technical Group met with the BHA, 

NTF and PJA to discuss Off Times and how 

these could be improved, and a report of this 

meeting appeared in the September issue of 

RCA Update. 

 

As a result of this meeting, the RCA, in 

liaison with the RCA Technical Group, will 

be developing a best practice guidance 

document regarding Off Times. 

 

In the interim, the following points have been 

identified as being beneficial to assist with off 

times, and racecourses are asked to implement 

these wherever practical to do so.: 

 

Timings: Notices should be places in the 

stables, stable staff canteen and pre-parade 

ring showing the time horses should be in the 

parade ring for each race, and if necessary, a 

clock showing the correct time. 

Parade Rings: Racecourses are asked to be 

aware that there is a mis-apprehension that 

horses must be in the parade ring 15 minutes 

before the start of each race, as the Rules 

require the horses to be in the Parade Ring in 

line with the timescale set by the Racecourse 

and detailed on the ST1 Form. 

Jockeys: Where in place, racecourses should 

make more use of the PA systems within the 

Weighing Room to inform jockeys that it is 

time to go to the Parade Ring. 

Racecourse Timetables: Racecourses are 

advised to review their raceday timetables, to 

allow additional time if required and may also 

wish to review their race programmes to 

ensure that, where there may be a delay to the 

start of a race (for example due to large field 

size) the start of the next race be the closest to 

the enclosures to allow the option to make up 

time. 

 

     Caroline Davies/Holly Robarts 
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TECHNICAL 

Weather Report  

Below is a summary of the August 2009 

Weather Report (for England and Wales) 

from the Environment Agency. 

 

In contrast to July, rainfall in August was 

below average across England and Wales. 

All regions, except for our North West Re-

gion, received less than the August long 

term average (LTA) rainfall. Soil moisture 

deficits (SMD) increased between the end 

of July and the beginning of September in 

all our regions. Monthly mean river flows 

were mostly above normal or higher for the 

time of year. Only three were lower than 

normal for the time of year in south east 

England. Groundwater levels fell at the 

majority of indicator sites, though only five 

were lower than normal for the time of 

year. Levels in the chalk of the Salisbury 

Plain are now exceptionally low for the 

time. Reservoir stocks decreased in ap-

proximately three quarters of the reservoirs 

or reservoir groups. Overall stocks for Eng-

land and Wales decreased by 3% to 87% of 

total capacity.  

 

Rainfall:  England and Wales received be-

low average rainfall for August. Regional 

rainfall totals were below the August LTA 

in all but our North West Region, which 

received 125% of the August LTA. Our 

Southern Region received the least rainfall 

at 59% of the August LTA. Our Anglian, 

Midlands and South West Regions re-

ceived close to, or less than, 75% of the 

August LTA.  

Soil Moisture Deficit: Soil moisture defi-

cits (SMD) increased between the end of 

July and the beginning of September in all 

our regions. Increases were no greater than 

10mm in all but our Southern Region. At 

the beginning of September, SMDs were 

less than 20mm in EA Wales and our 

North West Region.  

River Flows: Monthly mean river flows 

were mostly above normal or higher for the 

time of year. Two sites in Cumbria were 

exceptionally high for the time of year 

while flows were lower than normal at 

three sites in Kent and Essex.  

Groundwater Levels: Groundwater levels 

decreased at the majority of updated indi-

cator sites, though only five indicator sites 

changed to a lower class. Tilshead (South 

West Region) in the chalk of the Salisbury 

Plain fell to exceptionally low for the time 

of year. Only four other indicator sites 

were lower than normal for the time of 

year.  

Reservoir Stocks: Reservoir stocks de-

creased in approximately three quarters of 

the reservoirs and reservoir groups in Au-

gust. Regional stocks decreased by up to 

9% in seven of our regions, but increased 

by 5% in our North West Region. Stocks 

were reduced in Llyn Brenig Reservoir to 

allow dam safety checks to be carried out. 

Overall stocks for England and Wales de-

creased by 3% to 87% of total capacity.  
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BHA Welfare and Training Group  

TECHNICAL 

BHA Racecourse Committee  

The BHA Racecourse Committee met on Friday 

11 September 2009.  Caroline Davies and 

Kirkland Tellwright attended on behalf of the 

RCA.  Below is an outline of the key points 

discussed: 

 

TurfTrax Going Stick: It was noted that it is 

essential for racecourses to provide the raw data 

generated by the Going Stick to TurfTrax in order 

to add value to the information produced.  It was 

also agreed that there was a need for independent 

validation of the Going Stick and Going Stick 

data. 

Water Jumps: It was reported that the 

amendments made to the Water Jump at 

Huntingdon Racecourse had been positive, and 

further details regarding the materials and 

methods used will be provided to the RCA for 

circulation to all racecourses with water jumps. 

Starters PA Systems: The trial of portable PA 

systems for BHA Starters has been concluded, 

and was deemed to be successful.  Therefore the 

wider use of this equipment will be implemented 

from 1 October 2009.  Starters will be responsible 

for the transportation and set up of this 

equipment. 

Starting Tape: Trials of a single strand starting 

tape were underway, but there had been no 

conclusive evidence of a need to alter the current 

design. 

Hurdle Design: The Committee reviewed 

statistics regarding the use of Easyfix hurdles in 

Ireland, and concluded that the BHA should 

continue to monitor their use.  It was reported that 

trials of alternative hurdle designs were taking 

place in Lambourn and were progressing well. 

Loading Ramps: It was noted that where 

possible loading ramps at racecourses should be 

suitable for both side and rear loading horseboxes.  

The BHA Course Inspectors will liaise with 

racecourses regarding this, as appropriate. 

Groundstaff Training: It was identified that 

there was a need to address continued 

professional development courses for Racecourse 

Groundstaff and the RCA will progress this. 

Scope of the Committee: A review of the Terms 

of Reference of the Committee and its 

membership has been undertaken by the BHA. 

         

Caroline Davies 

The BHA Welfare and Training Group met on 

Thursday 10 September 2009 and Caroline Davies 

attended on behalf of the RCA.  Below is an 

outline of the key points discussed: 

 

RIMANI: A trial of the RIMANI (Racecourse 

Injury Management Initiative) system for 

Racecourse doctors would take place before full 

implementation.  The RCA and BHA Medical 

Department would liaise to discuss training for 

RMOs on use of the system. 

Remounting: The amendment to the Rules of 

Racing regarding remounting had been to the BHA 

Rules Committee prior to being reviewed by the 

BHA Board at their next meeting. 

Training Races: The Group agreed that training 

races were important to the development of young 

jockeys, and that their continuation should not be 

reliant on sponsorship. 

Jockeys Food: It was agreed that the food 

provided for jockeys at racecourses was mostly of 

a good standard, although there continued to be 

room for improvement at some courses.  The PJA 

would provide further feedback on this issue to the 

RCA, along with an up to date copy of the 

recommended menu. 

Stud and Stable Staff Awards: It was reported 

that a complete review of the procedures for the 

Stud and Stable Staff Awards will take place and a 

new award will be introduced for Stable Staff 

nominated by their colleagues. 

Feelgood Fodder: British Horseracing has 

launched a new website that gives straightforward 

healthy eating advice to stable and stud staff. The 

Feelgood Fodder website aims to help those 

working in racing to shop on a budget, to plan and 

prepare simple meals and stay healthy by thinking 

more about their eating habits.  

The website – www.naoss.co.uk/feelgoodfodder - 

provides basic nutritional information as well as 

simple, cheap suggestions for breakfast, lunch, 

dinner and snacks – showing that eating healthily 

can be convenient, inexpensive and tasty.  

              Caroline Davies 

http://www.naoss.co.uk/feelgoodfodder
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MEDICAL 

TECHNICAL 

 The Fifth Edition, the Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds, section 18.8 states: 

 

ñAt an event where the number of spectators is expected to exceed 2,000 (or a higher figure if sub-

stantiated within the medical plan and supported by alternative nursing or paramedic cover), at 

least one crowd doctor, qualified and experienced in pre-hospital immediate care should be pre-

sent. These doctorsô first duty must be to the crowd. 

 

It is likely that the crowd doctor will be drawn from a pool of appropriately trained and qualified 

individuals. Recommended training for crowd doctors should be the Pre-Hospital Emergency Care 

Course (PHEC) and the Major Incident Medical Management and Support Course (MIMMS) or 

equivalent relevant experience.ò 

 

The RCA is establishing what qualification would cover ‗appropriately trained and qualified indi-

viduals.ô  To this end we await clarification. 

 

The following courses may be of interest for your RMOs to attend: 

 

MIMMS ï Major Incident Medical Management and Support. 

This requires re-certification every four years and is run by the Advanced Life Support Group.  This 

course has a selection of dates and venues and courses must be booked through their website 

www.alsg.org 

Crowd Doctor Training Courses  

Lizzie Lea 

13-15 October  2009 Herefordshire Prometheus Medical 

4-6 December 2009 Croydon Mayday Hospital 

On -Course Physiotherapy Sub -Committee  

The On-Course Physiotherapy Sub-

Committee met on Thursday 10 September 

2009 and Caroline Davies attended on behalf 

of the RCA.  Below is an outline of the key 

points discussed: 

 

Shadowing: Where new Physiotherapists 

shadow their existing colleagues, the BHA 

must be contacted to confirm their qualifica-

tions and to grant approval for them to enter 

the Weighing and Changing Rooms. 

Statistics: Substantial data regarding the use 

of physiotherapists on racecourses is in the 

process of being compiled, and a summary of 

this data was reviewed by the Committee. 

Arrangements for 2010: It was noted that the 

same level of coverage would be provided for 

2010 as for 2009, unless an increase was re-

quested by the relevant racecourse.  Details of 

the funding arrangements were included in the 

RCA Thursday E-mail on 17 September 2009. 

Future Arrangements of the Committee: It 

was agreed that it was appropriate for the On-

course Physiotherapy Sub-Committee to be 

disbanded, and for the BHA Medical Advi-

sory Committee to take responsibility for this 

issue going forward. 

     Caroline Davies  

http://www.alsg.org
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TRAINING 

BADGES & PASS 

8 copies of the large poster and 4 copies of the 

A4 sized poster for 2009 have been sent to all 

racecourses.  Extra copies and electronic copies 

are available on request.                 Holly Robarts 

Badge Posters  

Missing Badges  

Copies of the lists of 2009 RCA and 

Press Badges holders are available on 

request. 

   Holly Robarts 

RCA and Press Badge Lists  

2010 Badge Colour Scheme  

The colours for the 2010 metal badges for the RCA, Press, Officials, NTF and PJA will be Dark 

and Light Blue.                Holly Robarts  

Racecourse Groundsmen Courses  

Intermediate Course: British Racing School, Newmarket  22 – 27 November 2009 

Advanced Course: York Racecourse     14 – 19 February 2010 

Foundation Course: Cheltenham Racecourse   18 – 23 April 2010 

  

There are places available on the above courses.  For information please contact Chris Costello at 

the Institute of Groundsmanship, 28 Stratford Office Village, Walker Avenue, Wolverton Mill, 

Milton Keynes, MK12 5TW, Telephone: 01908 312511, e-mail: iog@iog.org 

RCA:   15, 29, 208, 252, 673, 675, 715, 863, 983, 984, 1011, 1037, 1090, 1097, 1170, 1171, 

 1172, 1173, 1352, 1360, 1412, 1454, 1470, 1471, 1569, 1529, 1681, 1751, 1755, 1771, 

 1788, 1805, 1832, 1910, 1923, 1938 

Press:   46, 426, 460, 469, 515, 557, 587 

Officials:  35, 63, 145, 162, 175 

PJA:   7, 18, 19, 74, 105, 106, 191, 192, 218, 225, 268, 313, 328, 336, 340, 349 

NTF:   3, 54, 55, 261, 277, 317, 354, 439, 440, 471, 486, 503, 504, 519, 667, 698, 745, 759, 

 793, 794, 818, 819, 860, 865, 866, 871, 872, 910, 911, 950, 951, 1402, 1403, 1444, 

 1460, 1551 

There will be one final one day refresher course run by Dr Bob Bennett on the following date this 

year:  

Saturday 10 October 2009 
  

These course will be held at Uttoxeter Racecourse.  To book a place or for further details, please 

contact Dr Bob Bennett on 07979 506548. 

RMO One Day Refresher Training Course 2009  

mailto:iog@iog.org
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RACING REGISTER 

Free to use, Racing Register is an events diary maintained by Sportsguide Limited on behalf of 

the racing industry. Any organisation planning a press day, product launch or open day etc., 

involving racing professionals and the media can contact Racing Register to register their event 

and be advised of any potential date clashes. 

  

The following are highlights for October and November 2009.  For further details regarding 

specific dates please e-mail: lynn@sportsguidelimited.com or contact Lynn Payne at Sportsguide 

Limited on 01344 774322. 

  

   

October 

 

 

12 Mon – 14 Wed  Tattersalls Yearling Sale Book 2 

 

15 Thursday   Tattersalls Yearling Sale Book 3 

 

19 Mon – 20 Tuesday  DBS October Yearling Sale 

 

20 Tues – 21 Wed  DBS October Horses in Training Sale 

 

26 Mon – 29 Thurs  Tattersalls Autumn Horses in Training Sale 

 

27 Tuesday    Horseracing Sponsors Assoc Seminar – Ascot 

 

30 Friday     Goffs Horses in Training Sale 

 

     Tattersalls Yearling Sale Book 4 

 

November 

 

16 Mon – 22Sun   Goffs November Sale 

 

17 Tuesday Cartier Awards – Claridge‘s, London 

 

19 Thursday ‗Go Racing in Yorkshire‘ Annual Awards Lunch – Doncaster 

 

23 Monday Tattersalls December Yearling Sale 

 

24 Tuesday Tattersalls December Foal Sale 

 

30 Mon – Fri 4 Dec Tattersalls Breeding Stock Sale 

mailto:lynn@sportsguidelimited.com
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SPOTLIGHT ONé... 

Age 43 

Marital Status/

Children/Pets 

Single, (divorced), two wonderful daughters,                                                                                 

aged 11 and 8 

Previous                

Career(s)  

Race Planning, Petplan Equine Insurance, Ford Credit,                                                                   

PR at Ladbrokes and The Tote, MD of syndicate operator                                                                     

Favourites Racing. Joined Cheltenham in January 2007. 

Best Bits About   

Your Job  

The opportunity to work with some great people at the heart                                                                   

of Jump racing, especially given the incredible current crop                                                                           

of horses, jockeys and trainers. The view from the stands at                                                                                        

Cheltenham is OK too. 

Worst Bit About 

Your Job 

The empty feeling on the morning after The Festival, when something you‘ve put your heart and 

soul into isn‘t there on the horizon anymore. And the fact that the view from my office is the car 

park! 

Best Racing          

Experience(s)  

My first Breeders‘ Cup at Arlington in Chicago 2002 – one of the most memorable weeks of my 

life, shared with some really good mates in the media;                                                                                                

Crosspeace (owned by Favourites Racing) winning twice in four days at Glorious Goodwood in 

2006;                                                                                                                                                

The 2007 Festival at Cheltenham, 8 weeks after starting work here – an exhilarating roller 

coaster ride. 

Worst Racing       

Experience  

Golfer (and punter) Sam Torrance owned shares in a few horses with Favourites.  One day at 

Ludlow one of his horses was running and I told him that the horse would run OK, but not to 

bother backing him.  He won at 100/1 and neither of us had a penny on.  That was an interesting 

phone call after the race…. 

Racing Hero  All Jump jockeys.  In addition, many years ago I was lucky enough to sit next to Paul Mellon for 

a couple of hours at a lunch in Deauville. We were from fairly different ends of the social and 

financial scale, but he was completely charming and a true gentleman. I admired the way he ran 

his racing interests with loyalty and integrity. 

Most Fanciable    

Racing Personality 

Edward Gillespie at annual pay review time. 

Hobbies  Golf, American Football, Aussie Rules Football (which I played for 4 years in London); playing 

and listening to Music. 

Favourite Film        

& TV  

Film: The Shawshank Redemption;  TV: The Sopranos, Band of Brothers and any top class 

sport, especially golf and American Football 

Favourite Holiday 

Destination  

With the kids – in Orlando at my best friend‘s house. Without the kids – Lake Como in Italy is 

one of the more beautiful, stylish and relaxing places in the world. 

Current Wheels  Sadly the credit crunch claimed my Audi Allroad Turbo Quattro.  The Vauxhall Vectra Diesel 

that replaced it is hardly a head turner, but it does 55mpg instead of 22mpg! 

One Wish To        

Improve The         

Industry  

It can‘t happen for obvious reasons, but I‘d like to let the big bookmakers run racing for a year 

while racing‘s senior players ran the bookmakers.  Then swap back, sit down and start working 

on the way forward with an enhanced appreciation of the talents of each other and the challenges 

faced. 

Andy Clifton  

CheltenhamðCommunications Manager 
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DIARY DATES 

      

     14 October  Premierisation Advisory Group 

     20 October  Large Independents Seminar 

     20 October  Customer Experience Group Meeting 

     21 October  Betting Patterns Working Party 

     21 October  Pony Racing Review 

     22 October  BHA Industry Committee 

     22 October  BHA Racing Committee 

 

     12 November Thoroughbred Racing & Breeding Seminar 

     17 November RCA Board 

     19 November BHA Welfare & Training Group 

     19 November Go Racing in Yorkshire Lunch 

     20 November Premierisation Meeting 

     23/24 November RCA Racecourse Managers Seminar 

     26 November Racing for Change 

     26 November REL Board 

 

CONTRIBUTORSõ CONTACT LIST 

     

 Davies, Caroline   01344-873536 caroline.davies@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Erskine-Crum, Douglas 0207 802 3892 douglas.erskine-crum@hblb.org.uk 

 Lambe, Will   0207 152 0028 wlambe@britishhorseracing.com 

 Larue, Valerie   01344-625912 valerie.larue@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Lea, Lizzie    01344-626067 lizzie.lea@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 McIntosh, Stephanie    020 7802 3885 equine.grants@hblb.org.uk  

 Payne, Lynn   01344-774322 lynn@sportsguidelimited.com 

 Phillips, John   01344-626067 john.phillips@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

 Pullan, Catherine   0208 947 3333  cpullan@racetech.co.uk  

 Robarts, Holly   01344-873536 holly.robarts@racecourseassociation.co.uk  
 Sandercock, Mary-Ann  07886 925803 maryann@thehorseracingbusiness.co.uk  

 Smith, Paul    01344-625912 paul.smith@racecourseassociation.co.uk 

 Struthers, Paul   020 7152 0162 pstruthers@britishhorseracing.com 

 Walker, Carol   01344-873536 carol.walker@racecourseassociation.co.uk  

          

           EDITOR: Carol Walker 

The Racecourse Association Ltd   

Winkfield Road 

Ascot 

Berkshire 

SL5 7HX 

 

UPDATE is also available on our website: 

www.britishracecourses.org  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Thoroughbred Racing and Breeding Seminar—Registration Form 

http://www.britishracecourses.org
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