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NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

BRITISH  HORSERACING EDUCATION                   

& STANDARDS TRUST  

Thank you from Racing to School   
Racing to School, the Education programme run by the 

British Horseracing Education and Standards Trust 

(BHEST) is back in full swing for 2010 and preparing 

for its busy period in the spring and summer months. 
 

In 2009, 297 Racing to School days took place, 

supporting and enriching the studies of approximately 

10,000 children with educational activities delivered 

through the context of racing. 
 

BHEST and the Racing to School team would like to thank the 51 racecourses who 

hosted Racing to School days, thereby showing support for their local community, and 

helping to ensure the future of horseracing through attracting a new generation of race 

goers.  
 

Many racecourses treated the Racing to School programme as an important part of their 

marketing and CSR programme and developed innovative ways of maximising the days 

with activities such as: 
 

¶ Naming a race after the school 

¶ Inviting pupils to judge the Best Turned Out 

¶ Inviting pupils to present the prizes to the jockeys/trainers/winning connections 

¶ Interviewing the pupils and the Racing to School team in the paddock 

¶ Arranging for photos and a press release to go to the local press 

¶ Arranging for one or more of the jockeys to speak to the group 

¶ Allowing pupils to collect autographs outside the Weighing Room 

¶ Arranging VIP treatment e.g. a visit to the press room/judgeôs box 

¶ Distributing promotional material/free gifts/offers to pupils 
 

 

If you would like to discuss 

becoming more involved in 

the Racing to School 

programme or how to make 

the most of the opportunities 

please call Judith Allen on 

01869 248855. 

 

Attached is the BHEST 

Racing to School Racecourse 

events  - March and April 

2010. 

Ludlow Racecourse - 4 March 2010 
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RACE PLANNING  

RCA Race Planning Group  

The RCA Race Planning Group will next meet at 10am on Wednesday 7 April 2010 in 

advance of the Annual Fixtures Meeting. 

Tim Jones 

Betting Patterns Working Party (BPWP)  

The BPWP will next meet on Thursday 1 April 2010. 

Tim Jones 

2011 Fixture List  

Annual Fixtures Meeting 

 

The RCA has again organised an Annual Fixtures Meeting, which will signal the start 

of the 2011 Fixture List process.  The meeting will be held at the Renaissance 

Chancery Court Hotel, 252 High Holborn, London, WC1V 7EN (immediately opposite 

the BHA, 75 High Holborn) on Wednesday 7 April at 2 pm.   

 

Fixture Criteria 

 

Discussions are currently ongoing with regard to the next levy scheme with the 2011 

Fixture Criteria to be confirmed. 

 

Timetable 

 

The timetable for the 2011 Fixture List process will be confirmed in advance of the 

Annual Fixtures Meeting. 

  

Fixture Market 

 

The RCA will make available a page on its website called óFixtures Marketô.  This is 

basically a Clearing House where Racecourses can advertise their wishes to swap/

move, sell, lease or even buy (acquire) fixtures.  The RCA website address is 

www.britishracecourses.org and the dedicated page will be found under óRacecourse 

Servicesô ï Fixture Market.  If you wish to enquire about a fixture you can click on the 

racecourse, which will provide you with the contact details.   

 

Tim Jones will administer the site and therefore any requests should be directed to him 

in writing ï tim.jones@racecourseassociation.co.uk.  An appropriate form will be 

circulated to racecourses via the Thursday email shortly.   

Tim Jones 

http://www.britishracecourses.org/
mailto:tim.jones@racecourseassociation.co.uk
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RACE PLANNING  

The organisers of the Racing Post Yearling Bonus Scheme have published a preliminary list 

of two year old maiden races which will have £10,000 bonuses attached to them during the 

2010 flat season. 

 

Where one of these races is won by a two year old who was registered for the scheme by their 

yearling vendor and confirmed to the scheme by their owner at 15 December 2009 they will 

collect a £10,000 Racing Post Yearling Bonus. 

 

This list is described as ópreliminaryô because additional races will be included where original 

selected races are not won by scheme eligible horses. The additional races will be selected to 

have similar conditions and distances to the original races. 

 

Whilst the scheme fundamentally runs independently of racecourses with Bonuses being paid 

in full directly to winning owners, the organisers look forward to working with racecourses to 

optimise mutual PR opportunities.  

 

Further information on the scheme can be found within the bloodstock pages of the Racing 

Post website ï www.racingpost.com/yearlingbonus. The schemeôs coordinator Kerry Murphy 

would also be delighted to answer any questions. Kerry can be contacted on +44 (0) 7788 

497644 or by email: kerry.murphy01@btinternet.com.  

 

The preliminary list of races by racecourse is listed on the following page. 

Racing Post Yearling Bonus Scheme  

The BHA Racing Committee most recently met on Tuesday 9 March. Agenda items included:  

 

¶ Proposals from the PJA relating to the number of meetings a jockey can ride at per week 
¶ Jump Racing Sub-Committee Report ï Introduction of feature chase on Easter Saturday; 

accounting for Sunday form in early closing handicaps; mid-season review of Pattern and 

Listed races; race types for EBF and TBA Maresô Finals; split entry stakes in Conditions 

races; novicesô chases; open British and Irish handicaps; Newcomers NHF Races; 

Sandown end of season 
¶ Fixtures and Funding ï an outline on current thinking relating to fixture and funding 

principles 
¶ Stakes for sales races 
¶ Extension of declaration deadline for non-handicaps 

Tim Jones 

BHA Racing Committee  

http://www.racingpost.com/yearlingbonus
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RACE PLANNING  

2010 Racing Post Yearling Bonus Scheme 2YO Maidens GB  
ASCOT 23/07/2010 Open Maiden Fillies 6F 

ASCOT 25/07/2010 Open Maiden Colts & Geldings 6F 

AYR 27/05/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F 

AYR 19/06/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 6F 

AYR 04/07/2010 Median Auction Maiden 7F +50Y 

AYR 25/08/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 7F +50Y 

AYR 17/09/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 7F +50Y 

BATH 12/05/2010 Median Auction Maiden (EBF) 5F +11Y 

BATH 23/05/2010 Median Auction Maiden Fillies 5F +161Y 

BATH 12/06/2010 Maiden Auction 5F +11Y 

BEVERLEY 14/04/2010 Maiden Auction 5F 

BEVERLEY 27/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 7F +100Y 

BEVERLEY 15/09/2010 Maiden Auction 7F +100Y 

BRIGHTON 27/05/2010 Maiden Auction 5F +213Y 

CARLISLE 24/05/2010 Median Auction Maiden 5F 

CARLISLE 14/06/2010 Maiden Auction 5F +193Y 

CARLISLE 23/06/2010 Maiden Auction 5F 

CATTERICK 30/06/2010 Median Auction Maiden 6F 

CATTERICK  04/05/2010 Maiden Auction 5F 

CHEPSTOW 25/05/2010 Maiden Auction 5F +16Y 

CHEPSTOW 03/09/2010 Maiden Auction 8F +14Y 

CHEPSTOW 09/09/2010 Median Auction Maiden 8F +14Y 

CHESTER 06/05/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F +16Y 

CHESTER 10/07/2010 Maiden Auction 5F +16Y 

CHESTER 01/08/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 7F +2Y 

DONCASTER 17/04/2010 Open Maiden Fillies 5F 

DONCASTER 01/05/2010 Open Maiden 5F 

DONCASTER 25/06/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Fillies 6F 

DONCASTER 26/06/2010 Open Maiden 7F 

DONCASTER 09/09/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 8F 

EPSOM DOWNS 08/07/2010 Maiden Auction 6F 

EPSOM DOWNS 15/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 7F 

EPSOM DOWNS 12/08/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 8F +14Y 

FFOS LAS 20/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 6F 

FFOS LAS 12/09/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Fillies 8F 

FOLKESTONE 12/04/2010 Median Auction Maiden 5F 

FOLKESTONE 05/08/2010 Median Auction Maiden 7F 

GOODWOOD 22/05/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 6F 

GOODWOOD 27/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Colts & Geldings 6F 

GOODWOOD 29/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Fillies 7F 

GOODWOOD 31/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Colts & Geldings 7F 

HAMILTON PARK 15/07/2010 Maiden Auction 5F +4Y 

HAYDOCK 29/05/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F 

HAYDOCK PARK 20/05/2010 Maiden Auction 6F 

HAYDOCK PARK 19/06/2010 Maiden Auction 5F 

HAYDOCK PARK 02/07/2010 Open Maiden 6F 

KEMPTON PARK 02/06/2010 Median Auction Maiden 5F 

KEMPTON PARK 14/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Fillies 7F 

KEMPTON PARK 23/08/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 8F 

KEMPTON PARK 15/09/2010 Median Auction Maiden Fillies 8F 

LEICESTER 24/04/2010 Median Auction Maiden 5F +2Y 

LEICESTER 24/05/2010 Open Maiden 5F+218Y 

LEICESTER 12/06/2010 Open Maiden Fillies 5F +218Y 

LEICESTER 17/06/2010 Open Maiden Colts & Geldings 7F +9Y 

LEICESTER 31/08/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Fillies 8F +60Y 

LINGFIELD PARK 29/03/2010 Maiden Auction Fillies 5F 

LINGFIELD PARK 17/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 7F 

LINGFIELD PARK 21/07/2010 Median Auction Maiden 7F 

MUSSELBURGH 18/06/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 7F +30Y 

MUSSELBURGH 28/06/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F 

MUSSELBURGH 03/09/2010 Median Auction Maiden 7F 

NEWBURY 14/05/2010 Open Maiden 6F +8Y 

NEWBURY 22/05/2010 Maiden Auction Fillies 6F +8Y 

NEWBURY 10/06/2010 Open Maiden Colts & Geldings 6F +110Y 

NEWBURY 22/06/2010 Open Maiden Fillies 7F 

NEWBURY 22/06/2010 Maiden Auction Fillies 6F +8Y 

NEWBURY 13/08/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 7F 

NEWBURY 28/09/2010 Maiden Auction 6F 

NEWBURY 07/10/2010 Open Maiden 8F 

NEWCASTLE 04/05/2010 Median Auction (EBF) 5F 

NEWCASTLE 28/05/2010 Median Auction Maiden 6F 

NEWMARKET 15/04/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Fillies 5F 

NEWMARKET 02/05/2010 Open Maiden 5F 

NEWMARKET 29/05/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 6F 

NEWMARKET 18/06/2010 Open Maiden 6F 

NEWMARKET 26/06/2010 Open Maiden 7F 

NEWMARKET 13/08/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 8F 

NEWMARKET 27/08/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Colts & Geldings 7F 

NOTTINGHAM 17/04/2010 Open Maiden 5F +13Y 

NOTTINGHAM 27/04/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F +13Y 

NOTTINGHAM 29/09/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Fillies 8F +75Y 

NOTTINGHAM 06/10/2010 Open Maiden 8F +75Y 

PONTEFRACT 28/04/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F 

PONTEFRACT 16/07/2010 Maiden Auction 6F 

PONTEFRACT 23/09/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 8F +4Y 

PONTEFRACT 04/10/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 10F +6Y 

REDCAR 08/06/2010 Median Auction Maiden 6F 

REDCAR 19/06/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 7F 

REDCAR 18/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 7F 

RIPON 16/06/2010 Median Auction Maiden 5F 

RIPON 14/08/2010 Maiden Auction 6F 

SALISBURY 13/05/2010 Open Maiden 5F 

SALISBURY 08/06/2010 Maiden Auction 6F 

SALISBURY 23/06/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Fillies 5F 

SALISBURY 24/07/2010 Open Maiden 6F 

SALISBURY 02/09/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Fillies 6F +212Y 

SANDOWN PARK 03/06/2010 Maiden Auction 5F +6Y 

SANDOWN PARK 11/06/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F +6Y 

SANDOWN PARK 02/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 7F +16Y 

SANDOWN PARK 22/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F +6Y 

SOUTHWELL 31/03/2010 Open Maiden 5F 

THIRSK 31/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F 

THIRSK 27/08/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 8F 

WARWICK 08/05/2010 Maiden Auction 5F+110Y 

WARWICK 04/10/2010 Maiden Auction 7F +26Y 

WINDSOR 12/04/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F +10Y 

WINDSOR 19/04/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F +10Y 

WINDSOR 14/06/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F +10Y 

WINDSOR 12/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F +10Y 

WINDSOR 19/07/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) Fillies 6F 

WOLVERHAMPTON 12/07/2010 Maiden Auction 5F +216Y 

YARMOUTH 27/04/2010 Maiden Auction 5F +43Y 

YARMOUTH 11/05/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 6F +3Y 

YARMOUTH 26/07/2010 Maiden Auction 7F +3Y 

YORK 13/05/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 6F 

YORK 11/06/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 5F 

YORK 12/06/2010 Open Maiden (EBF) 6F 

YORK 10/07/2010 Median Auction Maiden 6F 

YORK 23/07/2010 Median Auction Maiden 7F 

YORK 21/08/2010 Open Maiden 6F 

Tim Jones 
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PROMOTIONS  

  2010 2009 

Month  Orders Tickets Value Courses Orders Tickets Value Courses 

January 192 585 £21,297 18 190 636 £14,290 25 

February 168 625 £21,713 17 202 762 £21,061 36 

TOTAL  360 1,210 £43,010   392 1,398 £35,351   

  (-8%) (-13%) (+22%)           

The RCA Promotions department has been fulfilling the role of call centre for the British 

Horseracing website since April 2007. Below are details of ticket sales (the vast majority by 

internet plus a small number by phone) for January and February.         

                     John Phillips 

British Horseracing Call Centre  

Racegoers are contacting us to request 

fixture, admission and group discount 

information for various racecourses. 

We also send this information out to 

previous group bookers. We are still in 

need of information for: Bath, Cartmel, 

Epsom Downs, Hamilton Park, 

Ludlow, Newcastle, Perth, Sedgefield 

and Windsor. Please send this to me as 

soon as possible.     

                    Paul Smith 

Racecourse Leaflets  

The Daily Mirror was so pleased with the 

organisation of last summerôs inaugural racing offer 

that we are managing another ticket offer for them 

over the Easter period. The 2-for-1 ticket offer for 

meetings taking place between Saturday 3 April ï 

Sunday 18 April is currently intended to appear in 

the People on Sunday 14 March, with further 

appearances in the offing in both the Daily Mirror 

and the Daily Mirror racing supplement.  

            John Phillips 

Daily Mirror Easter Racing Offer  

Date Racecourse Tickets Sold Date Racecourse Tickets Sold 

21 February Sedgefield 40* 28 February Kempton 50 

21 February Southwell 4* 7 March Huntingdon 84 

28 February Fontwell 104 TOTAL SOLD  282  

*subsequently abandoned 

Daily Mail / Mail On Sunday ï2-for -1ð Offer 

This offer launched on Wednesday 3 February. Sales for meetings to date are below.  

   John Phillips or Valerie Larue 

John Phillips 
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THE RACEGOERS CLUB  

RACETECH  

RaceTech Reminders  

Donôt forget that RaceTech has launched a referral scheme for any business leads to our 

RaceTech AV division. As you know, RaceTech AV provide a range of design and installation 

services to the education, public sector and commercial business sector, from simple AV 

requirements for conference rooms to fully equipped media centres. No job is too small or too 

large and any referrals resulting in new business will earn a commission for you. We are really 

spreading our wings now outside of the racing industry, so do mention our capabilities to your 

customers, sponsors, friends and contacts ï we have a raft of success stories and reference sites 

and many happy customers to prove our value in this area. 

Catherine Pullan 

New Season, Fresh Approach  

With the new Turf Flat season only just around the corner, now is a good time to give some 

thought to your CCTV and how you can optimise your resources to give your racegoers the very 

best day out. With Racing for Change making many innovative suggestions and offering ideas 

on how racecourses can broaden the appeal of racing to a wider audience, please talk to 

RaceTech about how to achieve this technically and operationally.  Roaming radio microphones, 

roving cameras and on the spot interviews are all possible, feasible and help to make your 

CCTV more fun and accessible to new and inexperienced racegoers. We can also advise on 

how, with a bit of forward planning, we can make optimum use of your existing technology in 

the most cost effective way. 

Catherine Pullan 

Digital Switchover ë itðs happening 

The Digital Switchover upgrade is happening and racecourses need to ensure that you are ready 

for when your region ñswitchesò. If you need help or advice or just want to talk through what 

the options are, just contact us at RaceTech ï we are your resource to assist you with this 

technical change. 

Catherine Pullan 

A number of racecourses have made use of The Racegoers Clubôs member database recently to 

provide mailings of special offers to postcode-targeted areas of our membership, be it with offers 

of discounted annual memberships or promoting special offers for certain days. The only cost to 

racecourses for this service is the postage, fulfilment and stationery costs ï ie. there is no charge 

to use the database. If possible we would also like to promote The Racegoers Club to your 

database.  

John Phillips 

Mailings  
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STABLE STAFF  

RACING ENTERPRISES LIMITED  

The National Association of Stable Staff (NASS) hit the 2000th Member mark on 24 February 2010.  This is a 

60% increase in membership since NASS was formed out of the Stable Lads Association in September 2007 

when membership stood at 1250 members.  

 

Jim Cornelius said that ñthe substantial increase in membership is the best vote of confidence that NASS could 

receive from Stable Staff.  The membership has grown by nearly 200 in the past 3 - 4 months which is a sign 

that the decision of the NASS Executive Council to decentralise down to the Regions was correct.ò 

 

NASS has publicised that it would make a payment to the 2000th member recruited and that hasnôt been 

forgotten.  Jim said ñWe will honour that promise and a Stable Lad/ Lass will be surprised to be contacted by 

the NASS Office and be told that they will be receiving a cheque for £250 based on a joint payment from 

NASS and our Solicitors, Morrish LLP.  We knew the target was achievable and our next target is to get 3000 

members.ò 

NASS Reaches 2000 Members Target  

Rod Street To Be Appointed Chief Executive  

ROD STREET is to be appointed as Chief 

Executive of Racing Enterprises Limited (REL) as 

from April 2010. 

 

The decision by the board of directors reflects the 

growing contribution being made to the horse 

racing industry by REL as its commercial arm and 

its leadership of the Racing for Change project. 

 

Rod Street has been working since 2008 as Project 

Director of the Racing for Change initiative, which 

is tasked with broadening the appeal of the sport, 

and latterly in a similar role at REL, following Alan 

Delmonte's departure to the Levy Board in June 

2009. That followed a 14-year career at Northern 

Racing, the last six of which were as Group 

Managing Director. He is currently the Non-

Executive Chairman of the Professional Jockeys 

Association. 

 

The 43-year-old will take charge of REL, with 

particular focus on the management of its official 

pre race data licence business and the development 

of new revenue streams. He will also retain 

responsibility for leading the Racing for Change 

project. 

 

REL's Chairman, Chris McFadden, said: "I am 

delighted that Rod has agreed to become REL's first 

Chief Executive. His commercial experience and 

broad and deep knowledge of the horse racing 

industry makes him the ideal choice for this pivotal 

role. The board of REL believes that Rod has the 

proven leadership qualities that are needed to 

execute the strategic goals it has set for REL and 

Racing for Change." 

 

Rod Street began working in the sport of horse 

racing in 1994 when he was appointed as assistant 

commercial manager at Uttoxeter Racecourse, 

owned by Northern Racing. From a one racecourse 

company, Northern Racing grew to nine tracks and 

he was appointed Group Managing Director of the 

company in 2002, prior to its flotation on AIM in 

2003. 

 

He has served as a board member of the Racecourse 

Association and At the Races and was an original 

member of the REL board in 2007. 

 

He said: "These are hugely exciting, demanding 

and challenging times for the British horse racing 

industry. REL is now a fully-fledged company and 

is tasked with delivering the objectives of Racing 

for Change project. I am delighted to have been 

appointed as REL's Chief Executive and look 

forward to working with the key personnel the 

company has recently recruited. I aim to use my 

commercial and consumer experience, gained over 

many years within the leisure and horse racing 

industry for the benefit of the business." 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Chris McFadden, Chairman, on 07768 000355, or 

Rod Street, at Racing Enterprises Limited, on 

07973 719711. 
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY  

THE HORSERACE BETTING LEVY BOARD  

The BHA advise that for any overseas Trainers with runners in Great Britain there is now specific advice 

on the British Horseracing Authorityôs website outlining the medication and doping control procedures 

required for horses trained outside the EU (www.britishhorseracing.com/resources/equine-science-and-

welfare/outside-britain.asp).  Although specifically targeted at horses from outside the EU, this advice 

will also be useful for all Trainers and connections of horses trained outside of Great Britain.  The impe-

tus for this new website information came from dialogue with Ascot, York and Newmarket Racecourses 

facilitated by the International Racing Bureau and this information has been closely aligned with the 

IRBôs publication óMajor International Races 2010ô.  

  

Attached is a copy of the form for information but this is downloadable from the website. 

Fiona Carlin  

Overseas Trainers  

The HBLB has contacted racecourses to ask 

them to confirm their proposed Capital Fund loan 

applications for the period 1 April 2010 to 30 

March 2011, including those for which 

provisional approval has already been given. 

  

Racecourses are aware that the HBLB Board 

agreed in November 2009 that, due to the 

deterioration in HBLB finances, no new loans 

would be approved for drawdown before 

September 2010. 

  

HBLB is also seeking racecoursesô three-year 

plans for 2011/12, 2012/13 and 2013/14, some of 

which will have been provisionally submitted 

and where an update is required. 

 

Racecourses have been asked by HBLB to 

submit their programme via the HBLB on-line 

racecourse system in as much detail as possible 

in respect of 2010/11 and the three subsequent 

financial years, and also to give a more general 

indication of plans for 2014/15 to 2015/16. 

  

Details of proposed and approved Capital Credit 

Grants should also be included. 

  

Anya Coppock, HBLB Racecourse Accounts 

Administrator, 020 7333 0043, will answer any 

queries. (anya.coppock@hblb.org.uk).   

  

Racecourses have been asked to provide the 

information by Wednesday 17 March 2010.  It is 

planned that the HBLB Board will consider 

provisional applications at its April 2010 

meeting. 

Capital Fund Application  

Under Rule (F)19, the BHA must approve any All Weather racing surface and, after approaching the 

BHA Racecourse Department in 2007, Tapeta Footings Ltd has been working with the BHA to ensure 

compliance with its protocol. 

 

Samples of the surface have been assessed by the BHA Medical and Veterinary Departments while the 

BHA Racecourse Department and Inspectorate team have visited trainersô private Tapeta gallops in 

Britain. 

 

Following completion of the protocol compliance, including participant feedback from the NTF and 

PJA, the BHA Board has approved Tapeta for use as a synthetic racing surface at licensed racecourses. 

British Horseracing Authority Approves Tapeta Surface                 
For Use On Licensed Racecourses  

http://www.britishhorseracing.com/resources/equine-science-and-welfare/outside-britain.asp
http://www.britishhorseracing.com/resources/equine-science-and-welfare/outside-britain.asp
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BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY  

The BHA Board has approved an increase to 

the fine imposed on those entering the 

parade ring late for Group and Grade 1 races 

from the start of the Flat Turf season. 

 

At present, a breach of Rule B(27.4) incurs 

the same penalty, not withstanding the 

importance of the race. Following a review 

carried out by the Working Party who 

recommended an increase in penalties for 

Group and Grade 1 races in Britain. 

 

From 27 March, connections of any horse 

that arrives into the Parade Ring for a Group 

or Grade 1 race after the time stipulated on 

the Timetable Plan for Start Times, will be 

fined 0.5% of the Total Prize Fund for that 

race, for every horse late into the Parade 

Ring. 

 

Tony Goodhew, BHA Director of Raceday 

Operations and Regulation, said ñThis 

change has been brought about as it is our 

belief that is extremely important for the 

paying public to see the horses before these 

big races. 

 

ñSecondly, this reflects a wider strategy 

carried out by the Stewards to ensure that a 

race starts at the designated time, as the 

increased penalty insists on the importance 

of having all horses promptly in the Parade 

Ring.ò 

Increased Penalty For Late Arrivals To The Parade Ring                    
In Group And Grade 1 Races  

Following the introduction of the ban on remounting in November 2009, the British 

Horseracing Authority has confirmed that, from 1 March 2010, jockeys will be permitted to 

ride back to the unsaddling area without being cleared by a Racecourse Medical Officer. 

However, jockeys will remain unable to remount and continue in the race. 

 

Rule 46 will remain in place from 1 March but, on recommendation from BHA Chief Medical 

Advisor Dr Michael Turner, the BHA Board has agreed to amend it whereby, if the 

Racecourse Medical Officer has not carried out his examination before completion of the 

veterinary examination, the rider will be allowed to remount. 

 

Tony Goodhew, BHA Director of Raceday Operations and Regulation, said ñExperience has 

shown, when balancing the risk between a loose horse and a jockey riding back to the 

unsaddling enclosure, that allowing the jockey to mount and hack back poses less of an 

overall safety threat. 

 

ñA jockey who has hold of his horse following a fall or unseating can now ride back as soon 

as the horse has been checked over, therefore reducing the potential for the horse to run loose 

and pose a risk to itself and people on and around the track.ò 

Changes To Remounting Rule Introduced From 1   March  
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TECHNICAL  

The BHA Welfare and Training Group 

Meeting was held on Friday 12 February 

2010, and Holly Robarts attended on behalf 

of the RCA.  A summary of the discussion 

is outlined below: 

 

Protective Equipment: It was reported 

that the protective equipment available for 

jockeys was being examined, but that no 

alterations to the requirements were 

anticipated at this time. 

Fuelling Winners: It was reported that 

there were copies of this cookbook 

available to purchase from the PJA, but 

there would be no reprint at this time due 

to cost. 

Affordable Housing: It was reported that 

investigations into the development of 

affordable housing were continuing and 

alternatives being examined e.g. working 

with housing associations. 

Malton Appeal: Arising from of the 

Malton Appeal Racing Welfare was 

considering a number of projects which 

could be pursued. 

Return To Work Guidance: The PJA had 

developed draft guidance for jockeys on 

the time that should be required to return to 

work following certain injuries.  The 

Group agreed that this should be further 

developed. 

Computerised System For Physical 

Therapists: Investigations into a 

computerised system for on-course 

physical therapists were continuing, and a 

full report and costs would be provided to 

the Group. 

Racing Excellence: It was agreed that the 

continuation of jockeys training races was 

essential, and the Group discussed possible 

methods via which funding for these races 

could be achieved. 

Jockeys Nutrition:  It was reported that 

the PJA and RCA were examining the 

standards and requirements for jockeysô 

food on racecourses. 

Learning and Development Strategy: 
The Group was informed that the Learning 

and Development Strategy for the Stud and 

Stable sector had been agreed by 

stakeholders and would now move onto the 

implementation stage. 

BHA Team: It was reported that Gill 

Greeves would be joining the BHA 

Recruitment and Training team on a part 

time basis. 

 

Caroline Davies, Holly Robarts  

BHA Welfare and Training Group Meeting  

A seminar for Clerks of the Course will take place at Kempton Park Racecourse on Monday 8 

and Tuesday 9 November 2010.  These dates have been specifically selected to avoid a clash 

with those of the previous Clerks of the Course seminar, with the aim that those who were 

unable to attend previously will be able to attend on this occasion. 

 

If there are any topics that you would particularly like to see covered please contact me and we 

will endeavour to include them in the seminar programme. 

Holly Robarts 

RCA Clerks of the Course Seminar 2010  
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Special Recognition For Groundstaff At 

Bangor On Dee Racecourse  

The Groundstaff Team at 

Bangor on Dee Racecourse 

have received a Special 

Recognition Award for their 

exceptional achievements 

following flooding caused by 

a breach in the bank of the 

River Dee in November 

2009.  The Special 

Recognition Award was 

recommended by the 

sponsors of the Neil Wyatt 

Racecourse Groundstaff 

Award, Pitchcare, Amenity 

Land Solutions and Fornells. 

 

On the night of 18 November 

2009 the bank of the River 

Dee, which runs adjacent to 

Bangor on Dee Racecourse, 

breached causing two thirds 

of the racecourse to be 

flooded for the next 10 days.  

Once water stopped flowing 

through the breach the first 

job for the Groundstaff Team 

was to work with local 

farmers to repair the breach 

as quickly as possible.  This 

was achieved before the river 

levels rose again, which 

would have caused further 

flooding if the repairs had 

not been completed. 

 

The team then turned to 

focus on the track itself.  

With racing only 10 days 

away, the track had been left 

with silt deposits in two 

areas, and the team decided 

that to ensure racing could 

cont inue they would 

concentrate only on the 

hurdles course and run an all

-hurdle card.  They used 

diggers to scrape away the 

silt and turf from the affected 

areas and applied a 2-inch 

layer of fibresand to the 

track.  Their sterling efforts 

paid off and racing was able 

to take place 

 

Clerk of the Course, Ed 

Gretton said ñNature can 

a l w a ys  t h r o w  s o m e 

interesting challenges at you, 

but to see 2/3rds of the 

course flooded overnight last 

November was difficult to 

take in. This recognition of 

the work that the Bangor-on-

Dee groundstaff put in to get 

the racecourse operational 

and racing again is very well 

d e s e rv e d  an d  m u c h 

appreciated. They love their 

racing and take great pride in 

the racing surface that we 

provide for each raceday - it 

was a real race against time 

to mend the river bank and 

then deal with the serious 

damage to the course and so 

this acknowledgement of the 

hard work is very well 

received." 

 

On behalf of the sponsors, 

John Richards of Pitchcare 

commented ñWe felt that the 

work of the Groundstaff 

team at Bangor on Dee was 

exceptional and over and 

above their normal course of 

duty.  Their priority was 

getting the course fit for 

racing as quickly as possible 

and we felt they deserved 

recognition for their valiant 

effortsò. 

TECHNICAL  
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TECHNICAL  

Below is a summary of the January 2010 

Weather Report (for England and Wales) 

from the Environment Agency. 

 

Rainfall in England and Wales was 79% of 

the long term average (LTA) in January, 

though this may be an underestimate owing 

to snow fall in the first part of the month. 

Our North West Region received the least 

rainfall at just over half of the January 

LTA. Soil moisture deficits (SMDs) 

decreased slightly or remained unchanged 

in all our regions. Monthly mean river 

flows were normal for the time of year at 

approximately three quarters of the 

indicator sites. Monthly mean river flows 

decreased in class at just under half of the 

indicator sites. Groundwater levels rose at 

the majority of indicator sites, with over 

one third rising to a higher class. 

Groundwater levels were normal or higher 

at all indicator sites. Reservoir stocks 

increased in six of our regions and were 

close to or higher than 90% in all but our 

Anglian Region. Overall, stocks for 

England and Wales increased by 2% from 

the end of December to 92% of total 

capacity. 

 

Rainfall:  England and Wales received 79% 

of the LTA rainfall for January. However, 

as precipitation generally fell as snow early 

in the month, rainfall equivalents may have 

been underestimated. Rainfall as a 

percentage of the monthly LTA was lowest 

in our North West Region at 54%. All other 

regions received between approximately 

80% and 90% of the January LTA, with the 

exception of our Thames Region which 

received 102%. 

Soil Moisture Deficit: SMDs decreased 

slightly or remained unchanged in all our 

regions and were zero or very close to zero 

in all of our regions. At the beginning of 

February, SMDs were very similar to those 

at the end of December in all our regions. 

SMDs were lower than those at the 

beginning of February 2005 in all our 

regions. 

River Flows: Monthly mean river flows 

were normal for the time of year at close to 

three quarters of the indicator sites. 

Approximately half of the remaining 

indicator sites were below normal for the 

time of year, while the remainder were 

above normal or higher. Flows decreased in 

class at just under half of the indicator sites, 

including the River Frome in our South 

West Region which decreased from 

exceptionally high to normal for the time of 

year. 

Groundwater Levels: Groundwater levels 

rose at the majority of indicator sites. Over 

a third of indicator sites rose by at least one 

class, including Chilgrove in the Chichester 

chalk aquifer in our Southern Region which 

rose from normal to exceptionally high for 

the time of year. Groundwater levels were 

normal or higher at all indicator sites for the 

first time in 11 months. 

Reservoir Stocks: Reservoir stocks were 

normal or higher for the time of year at 

over three quarters of reservoirs and 

reservoir groups. Six reservoirs were lower 

than normal, including Farmoor Reservoir 

where stocks were exceptionally low due to 

turbidity and water quality issues. Regional 

stocks increased in six of our regions and 

were close to or higher than 90% in all but 

our Anglian Region. Overall, stocks for 

England and Wales increased by 2% to 

92% of total capacity.  

Weather Report  
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TECHNICAL  

BHA Medical Advisory Committee  

The BHA Medical Advisory Committee met on 
Friday 12 February 2010, and Caroline Davies, 
Dr Iain McNeil and Dr John Heathcock at-
tended on behalf of the RCA.  A summary of 
the discussion is outlined below: 
 
RIMANI:  It was reported that the time it took 
to download the information wirelessly was 
lengthy and that RaceTech/Event Image had 
agreed to assist with this.  It was anticipated that 
the system would be introduced from May 
2010, at which time two computers would be 
available on raceday ï one for use and another 
as backup.  It was identified that a telephone 
helpline number and a user manual would be 
required. 
SRMO Training: Two dates for training for 
new SRMOs had been identified and published 
to racecourses via the RCA. 
MIMMS Training:  The Committee was in-
formed that MIMMS courses were being re-
viewed to give these more structure.  The RCA 
was investigating the development of a one day 

Major Incident Training course. 
BHA General Instruction 11.1: Proposed 
amendments to BHA General Instruction re-
garding Physiotherapists and Emergency Care 
Assistants were agreed. 
BHA General Instruction 11.2, Annex A: 
This Instruction was reviewed and the amend-
ments agreed. 
Crowd Doctors: The RCA would produce a 
one page document regarding the duties of 
Crowd Doctors which could be included within 
the Racecourse Medical Standing Orders. 
BHA Inspections: Details of the procedure for 
BHA Inspections would be provided to the 
RCA. 
Registration of Training & Re-accreditation: 
It was reported that a new procedure was being 
investigated to enable doctors to update details 
of their retraining on-line, but the timescale for 
this was to be confirmed. 

 

Caroline Davies 

MEDICAL  

Weighing Room Scales  

To ensure that jockeys position themselves centrally when standing on the scales, the BHA has 

asked that racecourses paint an appropriate marker onto the centre of the scale pan.  It should be a 2 

inch fluorescent yellow border around a one foot square (see picture below).  Racecourses are asked 

to make their own template and source the paint locally. 

Holly Robarts 

Photographer: Richard Osgood 

Newbury Racecourse 


