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NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CHAIRMANõS NEWS 

íHow are the racecourses doing?î 

/Contd...... 

Iôm often asked this question. 
Well, the answer is that in 2009 
the racecourses did well in the 
circumstances.  In the teeth of the 
worst recession weôve had for 
decades, attendances were   
maintained at the same level as in 
2008, 5.9 million visitors.  I donôt 
yet have the full picture on profits 
as we are still collating the results 
of all the racecourses for last year 
but with half the returns in, it 
looks like profits were down 
overall from 2008 levels.   
Corporate hospitality and event 
income were badly hit. When I 
have the full figures I will write 
further about our results but I can 
tell you now that one of the things 
I will be saying is how small a 
return on capital many racecourses 
earn. Far less than normal 
commercial levels.  
 
This is unsurprising since the 
majority of the racecourses exist 
solely to further the sport of racing 
and plough all their profits back 
into improvements of turf and 
facilities and into prize money. 
The 2009 Deloitte report for the 
BHA on the economic impact of 
British Racing states that, over the 
five years to 2008, racecourses 
invested £556 million in capital 
expenditure on facilities. Apart 
from the redevelopment of Ascot, 

which accounts for some 40% of 
this figure, there were major 
improvements including new 
stands at many racecourses 
including Doncaster, Aintree, 
Epsom, Ayr, Newbury, 
Newmarket and York. All 
enhancing the experience for race 
goers including, crucially, our 
owners.  
 
There has been some discussion in 
the racing press recently 
suggesting that racecourses have 
substantial surpluses that can be 
used to increase their contribution 
to prize money to meet the 
reductions we will experience in 
contributions from the Levy 
Board.  This is simply not the 
case.  Itôs a tough environment for 
everyone; owners who put so 
much investment into the sport; 
trainers and others whose 
livelihoods depend on the sport 
and the racecourses many of 
which operate on very tight 
margins. Racing at Fakenham in 
February and Plumpton in March, 
in both cases where abandonments 
were narrowly avoided, brought 
home to me the fragility of 
racecourse finances. In both cases 
an abandonment could have made 
the difference between profit and 
loss for the year.  
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Ian Barlow RCA Chairman 

CHAIRMANõS NEWS 

íHow are the racecourses doing?î 

/Contd...... 

I mentioned almost 6 million visitors.  
It remains the case that at least half of 
these only go racing once a year.  When 
I visited Wolverhampton recently, the 
Chief Executive. Dave Roberts, said to 
me that one of the most depressing 
comments he hears is from race goers 
leaving the course clearly having had a 
great time and saying to him ñSee you 
next year.ò  This is at a course that 
races 70 times a year!  Itôs our chal-
lenge to convert the occasional race 
goer into a more regular one as well as 
providing a great experience for our 
existing dedicated race goers and of 
course attracting new people to racing.  
 
All these aspects we are tackling in the 
Racing for Change programme, a key 
aspect of which is what we call the 
Raceday Experience which is being led 
by our project manager  Jon Williams, 
formerly manager of Ffos Las and Bath 
racecourses.  This is a crucial project to 
generate new followers of the sport and 
attract more income from a variety of 
sources.  It is vital to our future pros-
perity and the need for it is emphasised 
by recent reductions in Levy funding 
which will have a major effect on our 
racecourses, particularly the smaller 
independents, which provide the oppor-
tunities for developing horses and the 
sheer variety of racing which is part of 
the glory of British racing.  We have all 
got to help ourselves.  
  

We have just concluded a significant 

review of the structure and funding of 

the fixture list.  This has been particu-

larly difficult against a declining Levy 

income. It is clear that more work needs 

to be done to create a fair long-term 

structure and raise the understanding of 

key industry figures of the inter-

relationship between the fixture list, 

racecourse revenues and prize money. 

This work is underway. 

 

We simply have to get the substantial 

increases in Levy funding set out in 

Racingôs compelling submission to the 

Levy Board in respect of the Levy start-

ing on 1 April 2011 (the 50th Levy 

Scheme).  This will be debated over the 

coming months with the Bookmakers 

Committee and the independent mem-

bers of the Levy Board. 

 

Ian Barlow 
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RACING FOR CHANGE  

Free Racing Week: The free racing week 

initiative was a success in terms of numbers and 

PR created.  Over 50,000 people attended the 

meetings and early feedback from the research 

conducted by RFC shows that over 30% of those 

attending were new to racing with a further 30% 

being lapsed or casual racegoers.  More in-depth 

research results will follow shortly. 

 

The week was also used to trial four new 

initiatives.  Larger number cloths were used at 

Sandown, Ascot and Goodwood and have met 

with universal approval.  RFC will now work with 

the BHA to alter the guidelines for the size of 

number cloths and Jon Williams will be in touch 

with racecourses to advise on the new cloths.   

 

The graphic that draws attention to the photofinish 

was also trialled; Jon will now be working with 

Racetech and SIS to refine the format.  The 

modernised announcements were also tried out 

during the week and we are awaiting feedback 

from the BHA. 

Customer Touchpoint Audits: 20 racecourses 

have now put themselves forward for the 

Customer Touchpoint Workshops where RFC will 

report back on the key findings from the audits 

that have been completed.  The aim of the sessions 

will be to work the findings into the future plans 

of the racecourses. 

 

Audits will now take place at Uttoxeter, Ascot and 

Hamilton throughout May and June and Jon 

Williams will soon be issuing reports on any 

alterations and trials that come from the reports 

findings. 

Visitor Attraction Quality Assessment Scheme: 

Following a visit to Kempton Park recently Visit 

England have now put forward costs and it is 

likely that a pilot report is conducted in May.   

Good Betting Guide: RFC have asked Harrison 

Fraser to develop a guide to betting for racecourse 

customers.  The guide will offer all racecourses 

the ability to produce the guide in a variety of 

different formats.   It will be aimed at the first time 

racegoer with the objective of educating the 

customer on the betting process. 

CRM: RFC will be working closely with Scottish 

Racing on a new CRM and customer loyalty 

project.  The aim will be to analyse the data of 

existing Scottish racegoers to identify marketing 

campaigns to reach new customers.  It will also 

launch a customer loyalty scheme at all five 

courses to increase the amount of repeat visits. 

Decimal Odds: A trial took place at Ascot on 28th 

April, which went well in that it worked and we 

received significant feedback from customers and 

bookmakers. This research is currently being 

collated and the findings will be released in the 

near future. As a general overview, the new and 

infrequent customers appeared to prefer the 

decimal display but there was confusion from 

existing customers.  

Customer Charter: A voluntary customer charter 

for bookmakers has been drawn up, the main 

provision being that bookmakers that sign up will 

offer standard each way terms. Bookmakers in the 

scheme will be able to display on their boards 

something ï probably a gold flag - that highlights 

to customers that the bookmaker has agreed to the 

terms of the charter. We are currently sourcing a 

suitable flag and will launch the charter in the near 

future. 

PR: The bulk of our activity has been focused on 

publicising the week of free racing, as well as the 

initiatives that were introduced at the various 

participating courses.  

 

National publicity included TV coverage on BBC, 

Breakfast News, GMTV, Sky News, Bloomberg 

TV and Channel 4 Racing. There was also radio 

exposure on 5 Live and Radio 4's Today 

Programme, as well as extensive publicity in 

National newspapers. 

 

We're also working with the national media to 

place interviews with top jockeys and trainers. 

Over the past month, these have included a feature 

on AP McCoy in the Sunday Times and an in-

depth interview about Ryan Moore in the Daily 

Mirror. 

 

Ryan has also done an interview with the Times 

which should appear shortly, whilst Frankie 

Dettori is being featured in the Mail on Sunday 

and Guardian over the next few weeks. We are in 

the process of placing further interviews in the 

build-up to the Derby and the other major summer 

meetings. 

 

Jon Williams / Milly Baker 

www.racingforchange.co.uk 

Update on Current Activities  
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RACE PLANNING  

2011 Fixture List  

The Fixture Allocation Committee (FAC) liaised on 7 May to discuss racecoursesô 

applications for friendly moves.  The recommendations of the FAC have been 

communicated to Racecourses. Future applications should be directed towards Paul 

Rogers (progers@britishhorseracing.com) at the BHA. The remaining timetable for the 

compilation process is as follows: 

 

 10 - 20 May  - Racecourse fixture movements - Round 2 

  w/c 24 May  - Fixture Allocation Committee meets 

  1 - 18 June   - Allotting Premier fixture status  

 22 June   - FIXTURES BIDDING PROCESS 

 24 June - 1 July  - Applications for Self-Funded fixtures and 

      non-contentious moves 

 w/c 5 July   - Fixture Allocation Committee meets 

  12 July   - BHA Board to approve the 2011 Fixture List 

  29 July   - Published in Racing Calendar 

 

Training:  If Racecourse Managers wish to have a training session prior to the fixtures 

bidding process, please contact Richard Wayman at BHA (0207 152 0059) or the Client 

Systems department at Weatherbys (01933 440077). 

 

Christmas Break: The BHA will continue to programme a 3-day Christmas break 

commencing on 23 December. 

 

Additional Self-Funded Fixtures: Racecourses are entitled to apply to the BHA to stage 

fixtures that coincide with a special occasion (e.g. Ryder Cup) or that form part of a 

local/community initiative. These would be wholly self-funded and allocated against 

specific objectives. Applications are considered on the basis of the importance of the 

special occasion or the magnitude of the local/community initiative.  

 

All such applications, which must include full details of the special occasion or local 

initiative, should be submitted between 24 June and 1 July.  

 

Racecourses should be aware that any prize money contribution for Self-Funded fixtures 

will not count towards the Merit Table. 

 

The RCA has submitted a request to the BHA for a policy mechanism to be investigated 

to enable broader inclusion of self-funded fixtures within the fixture list. 

 

Tim Jones 

mailto:progers@britishhorseracing.com


ISSUE 5                                      MAY  2010 

5 

 

 

 

RACE PLANNING  

RCA Annual Fixtures Meeting Report  
The notes of the RCA Annual Fixtures meeting, 

which was held on Wednesday 21 April, were 

circulated to members on 29 April via the Thursday 

email. Points of note included: 

¶ The Fixture Criteria was circulated and included 

two changes for 2011.The criteria allows for a 

number of BHA Twilight fixtures and for the 

formal inclusion of Premier fixtures. 

¶ Whilst the overall aim of the introduction of 

Premier fixtures was recognised it was agreed that 

criteria and process required clarification. The 

Premier Fixtures Group would be formulated to 

examine their implementation.   

¶ Fixture Incentive Scheme funding for 2011 has 

been reduced to £2.5 million following a full 

review of all expenditure. The HBLB priority for 

the FIS is to provide incentives to ensure the 

delivery of winter fixtures. 

¶ The Optimum Use of the Turf document which 

was developed using the same process as in 

previous years had been circulated to racecourses 

that day. 

¶ Details of some of racecourses wishes to move 

fixtures would be advertised on the RCA website 

within the Fixtures Market section. 

¶ The bidding process for BHA fixtures is to be held 

on 22 June. Improvements to ensure reliability to 

the Weatherbys system would not result in 

noticeable differences for racecourses. 

¶ A request for the division of funds generated by 

the bidding process to be divided 50% prize 

money and 50% development fund was tabled by 

the BHA. 

¶ Afternoon fixtures will consist of 7 races as 

standard from 2011. Racecourses running 6 races 

will see their BDR reduce accordingly. 

¶ Minimum prize money for Enterprise Fixtures 

currently remains at £40,000 for flat fixtures and 

£30,000 for jump fixtures. A further request for a 

reduction in line with other reductions for the 

second half of 2010 and 2011 would be submitted 

to the BHA. No funding will be available for 

Enterprise fixtures. 

¶ The attraction of staging self-funded fixtures with 

no minimum prize money requirements was 

tabled. The BHA pointed out that there was 

currently no scope for staging a self funded fixture 

except for on Bank Holidays or one off special 

occasions and local/community initiatives but that 

if a request was received from the RCA a policy 

mechanism could be investigated.  

¶ The bidding process for Racecourse fixtures will 

again be available should racecourses wish to 

utilise it. 

¶ Good Friday will remain a racing free day in 2011. 

¶ Timetable ï see under 2011 Fixture List on Page 4. 

Tim Jones 

RCA Race Planning Group Report  
The notes of the RCA Race Planning Group, which 

was held on Wednesday 21 April, were circulated to 

members on 29 April via the Thursday email.  Points 

of note included: 

Matters Arising: Approval was confirmed of the 

RCAôs request for an extension to the declaration 

deadline for Group and Listed races which attract 

five or less runners. The timely allocation of 

replacement fixtures had been raised with the BHA. 

Closer liaison between broadcasters in GB and 

Ireland had been requested to reduce occurrences of 

race time clashes. 

2011 Fixture List/Policy: The Group was reminded 

of the extensive analysis and consultation process 

that had been gone through to develop the joint 

proposal from the RCA, BHA and Horsemenôs 

Group for submission to the HBLB for the funding 

of the 2011 Fixture List. The proposal was set 

against significant reductions in available funding 

resulting primarily from declining Levy returns. 

Dialogue centred on: 

¶ The requirement for a continuation of analysis and 

modelling in preparation for the 2012 process. 

¶ Premier Fixtures, their guiding principles and the 

appropriateness of a £1.5millon Premier fixture 

fund when contrasted with cuts in all other areas. 

¶ The impact of such significant reductions in the 

Fixtures Incentive Scheme. 

¶ Winter Jump Payments 

¶ Enterprise Fixtures 

¶ Annual Fixtures Meeting 

HBLB Expenditure: Reductions July to December 

2010. It was confirmed that BDRôs would be reduced 

by 10% and Fixture Incentives by 20%. Minimum 

values would be reduced by 8%. 

Betting Patterns Working Party:  The Group noted 

the report relating to the meeting on 1 April which 

was included in Aprilôs UPDATE. 

BHA Racing Committee Report: The Group noted 

the report of the meeting held on 9 March which is 

included within this UPDATE.     

                               Tim Jones 
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 RACE PLANNING  

BHA Racing Committee Report - March 2010  

A meeting of the BHA Racing Committee 

was held on Tuesday 9 March. Points of note 

included: 

Racing For Change: Rod Streetôs BHA 

Conference speech was included. 

A proposal on the Flat season finale: The 

Committee was advised that a proposal is 

likely to be tabled at the Flat Racing Sub-

Committee on 16 April in advance of coming 

b efore the Racing Committee on 27 April. 

Terms of office on the Flat Racing Sub-

Committee: Expired in December 2009 for 

John Dunlop, David Oldrey and Howard 

Wright. David Oldrey was approved for a 

further term to 31 December 2012. Paul 

Greeves (TBA Council member) was 

approved to join the FRSC as a new member. 

A further new member was being sought and 

would be proposed to the committee via 

email. 

Overweights: With no consensus 

forthcoming on overweight proposals the 

Racing Department will work up a specific 

proposal for submission to next monthôs 

meeting. 

Riding Restriction:- A proposal was tabled 

from the PJA for the 9 meetings per week 

riding restriction to be extended to 10 

meetings. The committee requested some 

research into the differentials between 2007 

when the current restriction was introduced 

and the present time. 

Jump Racing Sub-Committee Report: 

¶ Easter Saturday ï Introduction of the 

Daffodil Vase Handicap Chase at Haydock 

Park worth £50,000 to answer calls to 

develop the Easter programme. 

¶ Advertising significant changes in prize 

money ï Highlighting races which see 

prize money changed by £10,000 or more 

between Programme Book and Racing 

Calendar insertions. 

¶ Accounting for Sunday form in early 

closing jump handicaps ï extending 

penalty date to after relevant Sunday rather 

than Saturday. 

¶ Mid season review of Pattern and Listed 

races 

¶ EBF/TBA Maresô finals ï proposal to 

change races from handicaps to weight for 

age. Pursue for 2011. 

¶ Split Entry Stakes in Conditions Races 

¶ Novicesô Steeple Chases ï In light of the 

shortfall in runners, some Class 3 

Novicesô, and some Class 4 Beginnersô 

Chases will convert to Class 4 ówinners of 

oneô Novicesô Steeple Chases. 

¶ Open British and Irish Handicaps ï Irish 

average rating 141; British average rating 

150 ï Irish are considering raising all 

horses 10lb and alter their operation of the 

weight-for-age scale. 

¶ Jump Racing Development Group ï 

Introduction of Newcomers NHF races 

proposed by TBA. 

¶ April Gold Cup meeting ï Could 

Sandownôs end of season Saturday become 

all-Jump day? 

2011 Fixtures and Funding: An outline of 

current thinking relating to Premier Fixtures 

and funding principles, was presented. 

Concern was expressed over funding taking 

greater account of betting performance. 

Windsor Football Furlong:  Application to 

stage a meeting on 8 August similar to that 

staged at Haydock Park in 2007 where 

Premiership football strips would be carried in 

place of Owners silks. The ROA requested an 

opportunity to discuss this before final 

approval was given. 

French v British Jockeysô challenge: The 

committee approved an application from 

Windsor to stage an invitation race on 14 June 

(eve of Royal Ascot). 

DBS St Leger Yearling Stakes: The 

committee approved an increase in stakes to 

0.8% as proportion of race value. 

Extension of deadline for declarations to 

run in non-handicaps: The committee 

accepted an application put forward by the 

RCA for Pattern and Listed races receiving 

five declarations or fewer to always be 

reoffered. This was approved by the BHA 

Board. 

Review of Handicapping: The Committee 

was advised that there would be a review of 

handicapping during 2011, the approach to 

which is currently being considered by the 

BHA Board. 

 

Tim Jones 
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RACE PLANNING  

A further meeting of the BHA Racing Committee was 

held on Tuesday 27 April. Points of note included: 

Flat Racing Sub Committee: Terms of Office - Nick 

Luck has been appointed with a term of office 

expiring on 31 December 2012. 

Non-Runners: 20 trainers with the highest non-

runner rates in 2009 have been written to by the 

Director of Racing.  The NTF are communicating 

with their members with a more general message on 

the issue. 

French v British Jockeysô Challenge: The Windsor 

initiative mooted for 14 June will not go ahead. 

Football Furlong: The ROA reported that they were 

supportive of Windsorôs application to stage a 

Football Furlong day in August on the basis that their 

members were made fully aware that horses in such 

contests would carry colours other than their own. 

Autumn 2011 changes: British Championsô Day - A 

paper submitted by Karl Oliver set out proposals for a 

British Champions Series and British Champions Day 

which stimulated much debate. The Committee 

concluded that the proposals should be pursued 

pending approval by the European Pattern Committee 

and evidence that sufficient funding would be 

available. 

Jump Racing Sub-Committee Update: Despite 

being run on heavy ground the Daffodil Vase Chase 

run at Haydock Park on Easter Saturday had achieved 

post race ratings of Grade 3 standard. 

Report from the Flat Racing Sub-Committee:  

¶ Derby Yearling Entries - 444 have been received 

for 2011.  Changes to the entry fee structure were 

tabled.  It was agreed that the current structure was 

effective and should remain.  

¶ Six and a half furlong 2yo maiden races ï Two 

such races will be staged in advance of Royal Ascot 

in 2010 at Doncaster and Newbury.  

¶ York ï In light of concerns about the impact of an 

enhanced Strensall Stakes on the International 

Stakes, York have reduced prize money for the 

Strensall Stakes to £85,000 from £100,000. The 

surplus £15,000 will be allocated to the Melrose 

Stakes increasing its value to £65,000.  

¶ An offer of a spring middle distance fillies and 

mares Listed race has attracted no interest from 

racecourses.  

¶ Autumn 2011 changes ï RfC proposals were 

discussed.  

¶ European Pattern Committee minutes for January 

were presented. 2009 European Pattern Race 

ratings appraisal ï The underperformance of some 

sprints and staying races was noted.  

¶ A date change was opposed by the committee for 

Sandown Parkôs Listed Fortune Stakes.  

¶ Statistics were provided for the flat classification 

by the Head of Handicapping.  

¶ Chester will implement reduced safety factors and 

distance changes including to some Listed races to 

facilitate work to improve the racing surface during 

the summer 2010.  

¶ A proposal to highlight those horses appearing in 

the World Thoroughbred Rankings who have 

acquired their rating whilst benefitting from 

medication (Lasix, Bute etc.) was welcomed by the 

Committee. 

Reduced funding for second half of 2010: An 

HBLB memorandum and the reduced minimum 

values tables for Flat and Jump were both included in 

the papers. 

Overweight: The Racing Department tabled 

additional proposals on the topic of overweight in an 

attempt to reach a consensus.  Following lengthy 

debate the Committee made a series of 

recommendations including relating to the late 

replacement of an overweight jockey with a jockey of 

similar ability/profile. 

Flat Jockeysô Riding Restriction: An increase from 

9 meetings per week to 10 meetings per week 

proposed by the PJA was rejected by the Committee 

following lengthy discussion.  The proposal was 

referred to the BHA Board and not supported. 

Japanese Yearling Sales: A proposal tabled for 

yearling sales taking place in Japan to be included in 

the list of óspecified salesô through which horses can 

qualify for auction and median auction races was 

rejected.  It was felt at this time that the Japanese 

market did not have significant enough influence on 

Britain to justify such a move.  The situation in Japan 

and other markets around the world will however be 

monitored. 

The Leger Legends: Proposed conditions for The 

Leger Legends Classified Race to be held at 

Doncaster during the St Leger Festival were approved. 

Additional Races at Cheltenham Festival: It was 

reported that options were being considered for a 

seventh race to be held on the Tuesday of the 2011 

Cheltenham Festival.  Proposals will be discussed at 

the next Jump Race Sub-Committee. 

Race Conditions in Racecards: It was pointed out 

that a number of racecourses appeared to have ceased 

to print race conditions in racecards.  The Committee 

was aware that Northern Racing had started to trial an 

alternative style of racecard, but it was also reported 

that Ascot had not included race conditions in their 

racecard the previous weekend.   It was suggested that 

all racecourses should be reminded of their 

responsibility to publish race conditions under section 

9.4 of the BHA General Instructions.         Tim Jones 

BHA Racing Committee Report - April 2010  
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PROMOTIONS  

 

Daily Mirror Easter Racing Offer  

The Daily Mirror 2-for-1 offer for Easter meetings launched in the People on Sunday 14 

March and appeared again in the racing supplement of the Daily Mirror on Saturday 27 

March. Unfortunately the racing supplement was unable to carry it the week before, which 

meant it was too late for the early meetings in the offer. Due to space constraints the offer 

was unable to be published in the Daily Mirror itself, which would have produced the most 

ticket sales of the three publications. A table of all ticket sales is below. Whilst with the 

coverage not being as comprehensive as envisaged the take-up at many courses was much 

lower than was hoped, the offer still managed to generate nearly £12,000 of advance ticket 

sales.     

  John Phillips 

Date Racecourse 
Tickets 

Sold 
Date Racecourse 

Tickets 

Sold 

Sat 3 April Carlisle 28 Mon 12 April Windsor 8 

Sat 3 April Haydock 156 Tue 13 April Exeter 10 

Sat 3 April Kempton Park 12 Tue 13 April Pontefract 58 

Sun 4 April Musselburgh 6 Tue 13 April Yarmouth 30 

Mon 5 April Chepstow 8 Wed 14 April Beverley 54 

Mon 5 April Warwick 24 Wed 14 April Newmarket 48 

Tue 6 April Ffos Las 16 Thu 15 April Ripon 38 

Tue 6 April Southwell 10 Fri 16 April Ayr 30 

Tue 6 April Wetherby 18 Fri 16 April Newbury 18 

Wed 7 April Catterick 10 Fri 16 April Uttoxeter 28 

Thu 8 April Leicester 8 Sat 17 April Bangor on Dee 254 

Sat 10 April Lingfield Park 16 Sat 17 April Doncaster 78 

Sat 10 April Newcastle 8 Sat 17 April Nottingham 78 

Sat 10 April Wolverhampton 26 Sat 17 April Thirsk 132 

Sun 11 April Kelso 64 Sun 18 April Ascot 40 

Sun 11 April Market Rasen 26 Sun 18 April Stratford 58 

Mon 12 April Folkestone 6 Sun 18 April Wincanton 56 

Mon 12 April Sedgefield 16 TOTAL SOLD  1,476 
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PROMOTIONS  

Daily Mail / Mail On Sunday ï2-for -1ð Offer 

This offer eventually launched on Wednesday 3 February, and received a very small space in 

the paper during Cheltenham week.  Sales for meetings to date are below.  

John Phillips or Valerie Larue 

Date Racecourse Tickets Sold Date Racecourse Tickets Sold 

21 February Sedgefield 40* 28 March Wincanton 150 

21 February Southwell 4* 11 April Kelso 80 

28 February Fontwell Park 104 11 April Market Rasen 106 

28 February Kempton Park 50 11 April Southwell 148 

7 March Huntingdon 84 18 April Ascot 478 

14 March Market Rasen 28 18 April Stratford 208 

14 March Warwick 42 2 May Hamilton Park 176 

21 March Carlisle 38 2 May Newmarket 978 

21 March Fontwell Park 138 2 May Salisbury 476 

28 March Doncaster 96 9 May Plumpton 240 

28 March Hexham 44 9 May Worcester 170 

TOTAL SOLD  3,878 

*subsequently abandoned 

John Phillips 
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PROMOTIONS  

THE RACEGOERS CLUB  

The Club will have two syndicates for the 2010 Flat season. Owners Group 35 is with Mark 

Johnston, featuring a 3-year-old called Epic who has already won for the Club as a 2-year-old. 

Owners Group 36 is a new group with Henry Cecil featuring an unraced 2-year-old filly. This has 

been particularly popular with nearly 230 shares sold and two 50-place stable visits already sold 

out. 

 

One of our National Hunt syndicates, Owners Group 34 which includes horses with Ferdy Murphy 

and Donald McCain, had a winner at Uttoxeter on Sunday 9 May. Identity Parade (Donald 

McCain) won by 8 lengths having been a close 2nd on her previous start. 

Paul Smith 

Racehorse Syndicates  

The next Racegoers Club newsletter will be sent to members this week. A copy is attached. If you 

wish to include a special offer for your racecourse in the Offer Corner of the next newsletter, 

please let me know before Friday 9 July.              John Phillips 

Newsletter  

 British Horseracing Call Centre  

The RCA Promotions department has been fulfilling the role of call centre for the British 

Horseracing website since April 2007. Below are details of ticket sales (the vast majority by 

internet plus a small number by phone) for January - April.    

    John Phillips 

  2010 2009 

Month  Orders Tickets Value Courses Orders Tickets Value Courses 

January 192 585 £21,297 18 190 636 £14,290 25 

February 168 625 £21,713 17 202 762 £21,061 36 

March  180 584 £17,028 30 263 952 £22,637 40 

April  141 561 £11,494 28 230 911 £20,920 35 

TOTAL  681 2,355 £71,532   885 3,261 £78,908   

  (-23%) (-28%) (-9%)           
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BRITISH HORSERACING EDUCATION           

STANDARDS TRUST  

Racing to School  

As summer approaches and BHEST enters its busiest period in the Racing to School 

calendar, the programme has already exceeded its first quarterly target and is well on the 

way to a participation figure of over 10,000 pupils in 2010. 

 

Racecourses may be interested to know that feedback so far this year shows that 80% of 

pupils participating in a Racing to School day have never been racing before and say that 

they would like to come back again.  Racecourses are able to respond to this by participating 

in the voucher scheme administered by the RCA whereby parents and guardians of pupils 

who have taken part in a Racing to School day are offered two free tickets to a future race 

meeting.   Often racecourses choose to offer tickets for a forthcoming Family Fun Day, or a 

day when Pony Racing is scheduled to take place. 

Teaching staff are also impressed by the programme, many stating that their opinion of 

racing has changed for the better having seen the workings of the industry at close hand: 

 

óMy opinion of horseracing is more positive having been exposed to the enthusiasm and 

commitment of the people involved and the opportunity to see the infrastructure and range of 

skills required.ô 

 

óHaving seen first hand the care that is involved in looking after the horses my opinion has 

changed.ô  (Claire Bowkett, teacher, Sir Charles Parsons School, Newcastle) 

 

 If any racecourse has not hosted a Racing to School day yet and would be interested, please 

contact Judith Allen on 01869 248855.  BHEST has appropriate Public Liability insurance 

for its activities, and staff are CRB checked. 

Judith Allen 

 

Pupils from Forest School, Wokingham in the Parade Ring at Newbury racecourse 
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ATTENDANCE  

BRITISH HORSERACING AUTHORITY  

A number of racecourses across the country have recently partnered with The Telegraph as a result 

of a promotional opportunity secured by the BHA.  The promotion offers over 340,000 subscribers 

to the newspaper a chance to purchase 2-for-1 tickets to the races, as well as additional one-off 

racing offers when provided by the racecourses.  This contra-deal will result in a strong presence 

for horseracing in The Telegraph newspaper, on Telegraph.co.uk and within the Telegraph 

newsletters and subscriber brochures.  

 

The promotion will run until the end of 2010 and any racecourses wishing to participate who have 

not yet communicated their individual offer should contact Amy Sherman, BHA Promotions 

Manager, at asherman@britishhorseracing.com or 020 7152 0115. 

 

Amy Sherman 

Promotional Opportunity with The Telegraph  

  2010 2009 

Month  Attendance Actual 

Fixtures 

Ave. 

Daily 

Attendance Actual 

Fixtures 

Ave.      

Daily 

January 126,535 78 1,622 156,895 85 1,846 

February 139,131 87 1,599 138,366 88 1,572 

March  413,287 110 3,757 407,138 112 3,635 

April  521,741 *122 4,277 496,748 128 3,881 

Total 1,200,694 397 3,024 1,199,147 413 2,904 

  (+0.1%) (-3.9%) (+4.1%)       

MAY 2010  

*3 attendances yet to be received John Phillips 

 

http://Telegraph.co.uk
mailto:asherman@britishhorseracing.com
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RACETECH  

CONGRATULATIONS  

Holly Robarts, RCA Racecourses Services Coordinator,                                                  

celebrated her marriage to James Cook on Friday 30 April 2010 

RaceTech CCTV Services  

RaceTech currently offer 3 levels of CCTV 

service which you may have seen branded as 

Silver, Gold and Platinum ï essentially this is 

your ñRacecourse TVò ï a dedicated 

programme compiled and branded for your 

course on racedays. The Silver service is fairly 

basic and currently provided at no extra charge 

to your integrity services. The director in the 

MCR is focussed on providing a service to your 

media partner and therefore may not be able to 

accommodate all requests from the racecourse 

on the day for messaging or your special 

requests. If you need detailed, up to the minute 

betting information and other graphics to be 

displayed, messages on restaurant availability or 

other bespoke information to be broadcast, then 

you should look at the Gold service, which puts 

a dedicated assistant director in the MCR for the 

day who is there to make your CCTV 

programme as good as it can be. The Platinum 

service is entirely bespoke and can include 

almost anything. We take live racing action, add 

in a commentator and pundit for analysis and 

discussion and output a programme to the TVs 

on the course/in bar areas and boxes and to the 

big screens. There is plenty of potential for 

advertising slots ï we can advise you on how to 

increase raceday revenue by selling slots and 

further advise you on how advertisers can 

produce quality but competitively priced ads 

that show value for them and justify the costs 

from you.  
 

We would also ask that racecourses send us 

sponsorôs logos and materials (ads/DVDs etc) 

that you want shown on CCTV in plenty of time 

as there is considerable technical re-adjustment 

that has to be done to adapt images and logos 

for broadcast. It is sometimes not possible to do 

this in the MCR on the day depending on format 

sizes and types of files that sponsors have 

provided so in order not to disappoint, please let 

us have them at least 5 days in advance to allow 

us time to do the work that needs to be done. 

However if the material is produced using the 

attached guidelines then it will be possible to 

present them to the MCR on the day for them to 

be used without adjustment. 
 

For more information on how to make the most 

of your CCTV, please log in to the Members 

Area on the RaceTech web site 

(www.RaceTech.co.uk) and download our guide 

to CCTV, which also includes technical data for 

sizing of sponsorôs logos etc or contact me at 

cpullan@racetech.co.uk and I will e-mail or 

post it to you as you prefer.      

Catherine Pullan 


